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Urgent Request Regarding Human Rights Abuses in Iran 
 
Dear Special Rapporteur La Rue: 
 
 The European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ) is deeply concerned by unlawful 
actions taken by the Iranian government in connection with the recent election. We urge you to 
take strong, prompt action regarding Iran’s abuse of fundamental human rights in violation of 
international law.1 
 
 The ECLJ is an international law firm dedicated to protecting human rights and religious 
freedom in Europe and worldwide. Attorneys for the ECLJ have served as counsel in numerous 
cases before the European Court of Human Rights. Additionally, the ECLJ has special 
Consultative Status with ECOSOC of the United Nations. 
 

Recent Events 
 
 The Iranian government has engaged in widespread, systematic violations of international 
human rights law in connection with the recent election.2 The election has sparked the largest 

                                                 
1 The American Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) also shares the views expressed in this document. 
2 Disregard for the freedom of opinion and expression has long been a problem in Iran. See, e.g., Special Rapporteur 
on the right to freedom of opinion and expression Ambeyi Ligabo, Civil and Political Rights, Including the Question 
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protests in Iran since the 1979 anti-Shah revolution, resulting in at least seventeen deaths and 
hundreds of arbitrary detentions.3 Thousands of protesters took the streets after the reformist 
candidate, Mir Hossein Mousavi, called for his supporters to protest the allegedly fraudulent 
election. These protesters have been met with “excessive force by the police and security 
forces,”4 resulting in a blatant violation of their freedom of expression and assembly. 
 
 According to published reports, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad received 63% of the 
vote, against 33.7% for Mousavi.5 Mousavi has lodged a formal protest with the Guardian 
Council—the highest electoral authority consisting of twelve members—alleging vote-rigging.6 
The Guardian Council acknowledged that there were “voting irregularities in 50 electoral 
districts”—the number of ballots cast in those districts exceeded the number of eligible voters, 
and some voters were allowed to cast their ballot in areas other than those where they lived—but 
the Council claimed that those irregularities did not affect the outcome.7 As protests continued 
throughout the week, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei banned all protests and blamed 
the protest leaders for the conflict with the police.8 
 
 The peaceful protesters have faced violence from the police and the Revolutionary 
Guards’ Quds Force—a group designated as a terrorist organization by the United States in 
October 2007—who fire bullets into the air and throw tear gas into the crowds.9 At least 457 
people have been arrested for peacefully expressing their opinions, and more than 100 peaceful 
protesters and bystanders have been injured by the police and security forces.10 On June 19 
alone, at least 10 people were killed, including a young woman whose death was captured on 
film after she stepped out of her car.11 Eyewitnesses say that she “appeared to have been targeted 
deliberately by paramilitaries in civilian clothing.”12 Amnesty International (AI) declared that 
these deaths “must be urgently investigated by an impartial body.”13 
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4 Amnesty Int’l, Arrests and Killings Rise as Election Protests Grip Iran, June 17, 2009, 
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 The Iranian police and security forces have specifically targeted political leaders, 
journalists, and students in order to quell the protests.14 University student protesters have been 
beaten and at least 100 students have been detained by “armed paramilitaries and plain-clothed 
officials.”15 In Tabriz, 17 political activists, many of whom are connected with the Iran Freedom 
Movement, were detained and taken to “unspecified locations.”16 
 
 The Iranian government has sought to stifle the protests—and cover up its abuse of 
human rights—by cutting off the free exchange of information. On June 16, Iranian authorities 
banned all foreign journalists from leaving their offices to film and report on street protests.17 
According to Reporters Without Borders, 23 local journalists and bloggers have been arrested 
since June 15.18 Iranian authorities have blocked satellite transmissions, internet access, cut 
phone lines, and closed other telecommunications such as SMS text messaging.19 
 
 Arbitrary detentions of members of disfavored political organizations started before the 
election in May 2009. For instance, on May 27, the authorities detained Emad Bahavar of the 
Iran Freedom Movement while he was campaigning for Mousavi.20 On April 19, the Iranian 
authorities detained Mehdi Mo’tamedi Mehr, a member of the Committee to Defend Free, 
Healthy, and Fair Elections.21 The Government also arbitrarily detained and harassed religious 
and ethnic minorities, women, students, and members of trade unions.22 
 
 The international community has widely condemned Iran’s actions. You and other United 
Nations officials have rightly expressed concern over Iran’s use of censorship, excessive force, 
and arbitrary arrests against the peaceful protesters.23 Many European governments have 
complained about the illegal detentions and deaths of the protesters.24 The President and State 
Department of the United States have also called on Iran to allow protesters to express their 
fundamental right to freely express their opinions without fear of violence or arbitrary arrest.25 

                                                 
14 Arrests and Killings Rise, supra note 4. 
15 Id. 
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Iran Has Violated International Law 

 
 Contrary to Iran’s claims,26 it is not anti-democratic for the global community to insist 
that Iran allow the protestors to peaceably assemble and express their opinions. Iran has 
wantonly violated the internationally recognized standards for human rights set forth by the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR), which Iran unequivocally and voluntarily ratified.27 Iran has also 
violated numerous provisions of its own constitution that protect human rights and prohibit 
arbitrary arrests.28 
 
 International law protects the civil rights, political rights, and basic human rights of 
individuals regardless of their political opinion.29 The ICCPR protects the right to “self-
determination”30 along with the right to vote, “guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the 
electors.”31 The Iranian government must ensure fair elections and protect the integrity of the 
voting process to maintain credibility as a governing authority. According to the UDHR, “the 
will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government . . . expressed in periodic and 
genuine elections.”32 
 
 Iran’s abuse and censorship of the protesters violates Article 19 of the UDHR which 
states: “Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom 
to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas 
through any media and regardless of frontiers.”33 Iran has also violated Article 19 of the ICCPR 
which states: 
 

  1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference. 
  2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include 
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless 
of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any 
other media of his choice. 
  . . . .34  

 
 The use of force to intimidate the public and stifle peaceful demonstrations is an affront 
to basic human rights. Both the ICCPR and the UDHR articulate that individuals have “the 

                                                 
26 West ‘Seeks Iran Disintegration’, supra note 18; see also Reuters, Russia says Iran’s election an “internal 
affair”, June 22, 2009, http://www.reuters.com/article/gc08/idUSTRE55L4PG20090622. 
27 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted Dec. 16, 1966, G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), art. 19(1)-
(2), U.N. Doc. A/6316 (entered into force Mar. 23, 1976) [hereinafter “ICCPR”]; Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, G.A. Res. 217A, art. 19, U.N. GAOR, 3d Sess., 1st plen. mtg., U.N. Doc A/810 (Dec. 12, 1948) [hereinafter 
“UDHR”]. 
28 See, e.g., CONST. OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN, ch. III, arts. 19-23, 32.  
29 ICCPR art. 2(1); UDHR art. 2. 
30 ICCPR art. 1(1). 
31 ICCPR art. 25. 
32 UDHR art. 21(3). 
33 UDHR art. 19. 
34 ICCPR art 19. 
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freedom to seek, receive, and impart information and ideas.”35 In addition, the right to peaceful 
assembly and freedom of association are protected by Article 20 of the UDHR, which states that 
“[e]veryone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association,” as well as Articles 
21 and 22 of the ICCPR.36 These provisions protect the right of the people of Iran to organize, 
congregate, and peacefully protest in the streets without threat of repercussion by authorities. 
 
 In addition, Iran’s attempt to hide its abuse of human rights from the international 
community by blocking journalistic activity and prohibiting foreign press from observing and 
reporting on events within the country violates international law. Article 17 of the ICCPR and 
Article 12 of the UDHR outlaw arbitrary interference with correspondence of individuals.37 With 
no regard for these provisions, Iran has blocked satellite transmissions, internet access, telephone 
communications, and other forms of communicating and reporting. 
 
 Iran has also arbitrarily detained journalists, bloggers, demonstrators, and peaceful 
protesters in violation of international law.38 An Iranian prosecutor has even threatened to seek 
the death penalty for leaders responsible for the protests, blaming them for police violence.39 The 
UDHR and ICCPR protect individuals from any arbitrary deprivation of liberty, security of 
person, or life.40 It is unacceptable for peaceful protesters and journalists to be detained, attacked, 
or threatened by the state, or to be deprived of protection by the state from similar actions by 
other factions. Moreover, Iran cannot penalize individuals without the proper due process of law, 
including the presumption of innocence41 and a hearing before an independent and impartial 
tribunal.42 
 

Conclusion 
 
 We urge you to take all actions within your authority to pressure Iran to comply with 
international human rights law. Thank you for your invaluable work to promote fundamental 
human rights and your attention to the abuse of human rights by the Iranian government.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
European Centre for Law and Justice 

                                                 
35 ICCPR art. 19(2); UDHR art. 19. 
36 ICCPR art. 21(1), 22(1); UDHR art. 20(1). 
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38 ICCPR art. 9(1)-(2); UDHR art. 9. 
39 Iran prosecutor warns of death penalty for violence, DAILY TIMES, June 18, 2009, available at 
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40 ICCPR art. 6.1, 9.1.; UDHR art. 3. 
41 UDHR art. 11(1). 
42 UDHR art. 10. 


