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During the House Energy and Commerce Committee Maidf H.R. 3200, the national
health care reform legislation, Rep. Lois CappsCf; who has a consistent pro-abortion
voting record, offered what was dubbed a “comprenm@mendment” on the issue of abortion.
The amendment passed by a vote of 30-28. The ammearid however, is anything but a
compromise. In fact, the amendment transitionshiiefrom including a back-door abortion
mandate through the use of terms such as “outpasiervices,” “essential benefits,” and
“physician services,” to one that explicitly memtgabortion and permits the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to include abortion servicglearpublic plan.

The amendment has several different provisionga@leo abortion. It amends Section 122
of the bill to, among other things, add a Subsectimndating that the “public health insurance
option” provide coverage for abortions “for whichlgic funding is allowed...based on the law
as in effect as of the date that is 6 months beafedeginning of the plan year involved.” The
amendment further clarifies that “[n]othing in tiist shall be construed as preventing the public
health insurance option from providing for or piwting coverage” of abortions for which
public funding is prohibited. The net effect ofstiprovision is that the public health insurance
plan may cover all abortions, and, as LifeSiteNeas. noted in a recent article, “if the Hyde
Amendment is reversed, the amendment would actuelyire that the public plan cover
abortions.”

In addition, the amendment states that the Comanmssi “shall assure” that in “each
premium rating area of the Health Insurance Exchang. there is at least one such plan that
provides coverage” for both abortions for which jpulbunding is allowed and abortions for
which public funding is not allowed. The amendmalhws taxpayer dollars to flow to plans
that subsidize abortions, but it sets up an acoogiistystem to give the appearance that taxpayer
money is not subsidizing abortions for which pulilinding is prohibited. The net effect of this
provision is that abortion coverage will be mandate every geographic region of the country
and taxpayer dollars will be permitted to fund glénat cover abortion services.

The only effective way to prohibit tax-payer sulisgdl abortion coverage is to prevent plans
that accept public dollars from covering abortiofhe Capps Amendment falls far short of this
mark.



