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  REQUESTING THAT THE U.N. TAKE ACTION TO 
ADDRESS RELIGIOUS PERESCUTION AROUND THE 
WORLD 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

In January 2021 Open Doors, a human rights watch group, ranked the 50 worst countries 

for Christians to live. These countries are notorious for their restrictions on religious liberty 

whether through government or societal persecution. These issues must be addressed so that 

Christians may freely and peacefully practice their religion without fear of arrests, violence, 

or even death. 

 

In the past, we have submitted reports to the Human Rights Council detailing atrocities 

being carried out against Christians in Nigeria, Pakistan, and India as well as submitted 

Universal Periodic Reviews (UPR) on Somalia and Libya. This report will highlight 

religious persecution in the 10 worst places for Christians to live according to the Open 

Doors report. 

 

2. COUNTIRES OF CONCERN 

 

North Korea 

 

Christians in North Korea are forced to practice their faith in extreme secrecy because of 

fear of persecution and arrest. In fact, those caught practicing their beliefs or even possess 

religious text risk being arrested, tortured, or even killed.[1] Christians are forced gather 

secretly to worship and keep their beliefs to themselves.[2] The fear of being caught is so 

strong that one North Korean defector even described how someone would cower under a 

blanket or in a toilet when praying.[3] Christians, are particularly at risk because the ruling 

Workers Party view Christians as foreign agents and therefore view Christianity as a 

political crime.[4] 

 

Afghanistan 

 

In Afghanistan Christians are forced out to live their faith in secrecy out of fear of violence 

from Islamic extremists.[5] Furthermore, Christians who converted from Islam face being 

disowned by their family, driven from their communities, or even killed.[6] This is largely 

due to the fact that Afghanistan is a largely tribal country and therefore leaving Islam is 

viewed as betraying the tribe.[7] In fact, in some cases Christians who left Islam are sent to 

psychiatric hospitals because leaving Islam is considered to be an act of insanity. 

 

Somalia 

 

In Somalia, Al-Shabaab, an al Qaeda affiliated terrorist organization that is attempting to 

establish an Islamic state in Somalia and has expressed a desire to eradicate Christians from 

the country, has caused a great deal of death and destruction.[8] 

 

For example, in August 2020, Al-Shabaab militants stormed a hotel armed with AK-47s 

and explosive devices; they detonated a car bomb located outside of the hotel before 

shooting their way in. This heinous attack resulted in the death of 11 citizens and one police 

officer.[9] 

 

Libya 

 

While Christians are permitted to practice their faith to some degree, the government 

imposes many limitations on how they are allowed to do so. Under Article 291 of the 

Libyan Criminal Code, “Anyone who publicly attacks the Islamic religion, which is the 

official religion of the State according to the Constitution of Libya, through expressions 
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that are inappropriate for God, prophets, or messengers, shall be punished by a penalty or 

detention for a period not exceeding two years”.[10] 

 

Muslims who convert to Christianity also face extreme prejudice and discrimination from 

family members and even the broader community.[11] As a result, Christians face the risk 

of being attacked simply for their Christian beliefs.[12] 

 

Pakistan 

 

Within Pakistan, one of the worst forms of persecution that Christians, as well as other 

minorities, face is allegations of blasphemy against Islam. In December of 2020 Pastor Raja 

Warris published a faith-based post on Facebook which was critical of Islam and therefore 

viewed as blasphemous and hurt the religious sentiments of Muslims.[13] As a result, an 

angry mob formed in the neighborhood where the pastor lived and they threatened to kill 

him. Police then proceeded to arrest the Pastor for committing blasphemy, a charge where 

if convicted would face up to 10 years in prison. 

 

Eritrea 

 

Eritrea only permits four religious communities to legally operate within the country: the 

Coptic Church of Eritrea, Sunni Islam, the Roman Catholic Church, and the Evangelical 

Church of Eritrea.[14] In May of 2019, more than 171 adults and children were arrested for 

gathering to worship in Asmara.[15] The next month, Eritrean security agents raided a 

gathering of worshippers belonging to the Faith Missions Church and proceeded to arrest 

the members as well as confiscated property.[16] 

 

In 2019 Daniela Kravetz, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 

Eritrea, stated that “I urge Eritrea to live up to its International commitments as a member 

of the Human Rights Council and allow religious institutions to operate freely and all of 

Eritreans to exercise their right to freedom of religion within the country”.[17] 

 

Yemen 

 

The Constitution of Yemen establishes that “Islam is the religion of the state”.[18] The laws 

of Yemen are also dictated by Sharia and any religious activity of non-Muslims is strictly 

forbidden. In fact under the law it is forbidden to commit apostasy.[19] Under Article 259 

of the criminal code “Anyone who turns back from or denounces the religion of Islam, is 

punished by the death penalty after being questioned for repentance three times and after 

giving him a respite of thirty days”.[20] 

 

Iran 

 

According to reports, the Iranian government ‘s religion-based abuses includes raids of 

house churches and arrests and sentencing of house church members. In November of 2020, 

Iranian intelligence agents conducted house raids of twelve Christian homes. Although no 

one was arrested these agents confiscated personal belonging such as phones, laptops, 

Bibles, and other Christian literature.[21] 

 

Nigeria 

 

Christians in Nigeria face a true and dangerous threat from Islamic militant groups such as 

Boko Haram, as well as from Fulani herdsmen, a group of Islamic nomadic herders.[22] It 

is estimated that since 2015 an estimated 11,500 Christians have been killed, 2,000 

churches destroyed, and has displaced and estimated four to five million Christians.[23] 

 

For example, on the days surrounding Christmas 2020, Boko Haram terrorists carried out 

attacks in several villages located in northern Nigeria.[24] These attacks resulted in the 

deaths of approximately 12 Christians and multiple churches and homes being destroyed. 
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Zakariya Musa, the head of media for EYN, stated “The renewed attacks are coming almost 

on daily basis in different ways, resulting in killings, kidnapping, destruction of properties”. 

 

India 

 

India is currently experiencing an escalation of religiously motivated hostility and violence 

that targets Christians and other religious minorities. These acts of hostility can be seen at 

both the civil and governmental levels, and is a growing threat. 

 

Part of the reason for the hostility against Christians is a result of Hindu nationalism, 

“which advocates for the belief that India belongs to Hindus and people of other faiths 

should find somewhere else to live, work and worship”.[25] In addition, “[s]everal states in 

India have adopted anti-conversion laws, and the ruling Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP), [which came to power in 2014] has made it clear that it wants to impose these 

laws nationwide”. 

 

3. REQUEST 

 

It is imperative that these egregious violations of religious freedom and religious 

intolerance are put to rest. These countries must work to ensure that their constitutions and 

domestic laws truly protect the human right to religious freedom of all of its citizens. 
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