
 
 

February 13, 2024 
 
Via Web Portal Only 
 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 
(Facsimile) 703-613-3007 
 
 
RE:  FOIA Request Regarding the acts, list of positions, names, and emails in the UNRWA 

(United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East). 
 
Dear FOIA Officer: 
 
This letter is a request (“Request”) in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 
5 U.S.C. § 552, and the corresponding department/agency implementing regulations. The Request 
is made by the American Center for Law and Justice (“ACLJ”) on behalf of its members. 
 
The ACLJ is a not-for-profit 50l(c)(3) organization dedicated to the defense of constitutional 
liberties secured by law. The ACLJ regularly monitors governmental activity and works to inform 
the public of such affairs. The ACLJ and its globally affiliated organizations are committed to 
ensuring governmental accountability and the ongoing viability of freedom and liberty in the 
United States and around the world. 
 
To summarize, this Request seeks records pertaining to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), and any employee of UNRWA 
involved in acts, membership, or financial support of Hamas in the attack of Israel on October 7, 
2023.  
 

Background 
 
Pursuant to Central Intelligence Agency FOIA regulation 32 C.F.R. § 1900.12, this Background 
addresses “as specific as possible . . . . the records . . . [the ACLJ is] . . . seeking by including, for 
example, the relevant date or date range, the title of the record, the type of record (such as 
memorandum or report), the specific event or action to which the record refers, and the subject 
matter” to the best of the ACLJ’s knowledge. 
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On January 26, 2024, the Biden Administration suspended support to UNRWA after the Israeli 
IDF reported that 12 members of UNRWA had directly participated in the terrorist attack on Israel 
on October 7, 2023. The report further showed that the Biden Administration was supporting 
UNRWA and Hamas with close to $1 Billion since 2021. National Review states that: 
 

Biden Administration has already transferred over 99 percent of congressionally 
budgeted funding to UNRWA. Only $300,000 out of about $121 million is being 
withheld — and that’s just for the time being. Note: That $121 million is just a 
fraction of the $1 billion that President Biden has plowed into UNRWA since 2021. 
The implication, of course, is that the American dollars that pay for jihadist 
atrocities will continue flowing once Biden figures the heat is off. 
 
Over 1,100 people were killed in the October 7 sneak attacks carried out by Hamas 
with UNRWA complicity. Hundreds more were savagely wounded, raped, and/or 
taken hostage. (Andrew MacCarthy, National Review, (Jan. 31, 2024) Designate 
UNRWA as a Terrorist Organization). 
 

The involvement of UNWRA with Hamas goes further. As described in the Wall Street Journal: 
 

“Two officials familiar with the intelligence said the UNRWA employees 
considered to have ties with militant groups were deemed to be ‘operatives,’ 
indicating they took active part in the organization’s military or political 
framework. The report said 23% of UNRWA’s male employees had ties to Hamas, 
a higher percentage than the average of 15% for adult males in Gaza, indicating a 
higher politicization of the agency than the population at large.” To repeat that last 
stat: Men in Gaza who work for the UN are more likely to be involved with Hamas 
than those who don’t have jobs at the UN agency. [Emphasis in original.]” (Carrie 
Keeler-Lynn, Wall Street Journal, (Jan. 29, 2024) Intelligence Reveals Details of 
U.N. Agency Staff’s Links to Oct. 7 Attack). 

 
While UNRWA’s Commissioner-general Philippe Lazzarini denies that Hamas controlled the 
humanitarian help and supplies his agency delivered to Gaza, it is reported that:  
 

A Palestinian man reportedly told Israel Defense Forces in December that “Hamas 
has their hands on UNRWA administration workers, and it manages UNRWA. . . . 
From the day they [Hamas] rose to power they took control of everything.” 

For months, U.N. agencies have denied claims that Hamas steals humanitarian aid. 
GOP lawmakers aren’t so sure — this month, they called on UNRWA’s 
commissioner-general Philippe Lazzarini to answer how “taxpayer dollars may 
have, through UNRWA failures, supported Hamas terrorists”: 

Lazzarini said in December that “attacking and trying to discredit humanitarian 
organizations such as the United Nations Relief and Works Agency” — the agency 
that, it has now been revealed employed at least twelve terrorists — “is yet another 
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means of waging war.” (Haley Strack, National Review, (Jan. 26, 2024) What about 
the UNRWA Humanitarian-Aid Trucks). 

 
Furthermore, the Israeli Defense Forces have uncovered Hamas tunnels underneath UNRWA 
Headquarters in Gaza. Grenades, explosives rifles were found. Electrical powerlines connect the 
tunnel to the headquarters. Hamas has used electricity from UNRWA hospitals in Gaza to power 
its tunnels. (Ronny Reyes, New York Post, (Feb.11, 2024) Israel uncovers Hamas tunnels under 
UNRWA headquarters in Gaza, claims terrorists siphoned electricity from the site). 
 
This Request seeks information about the CIA’s knowledge of how UNRWA is involved in the 
acts of October 7, 2023, who inside UNRWA was involved, and their position, contacts, and 
records. 
  

Records Requested 
 
For purposes of this Request, the term “record” means “any information” that qualifies under 5 
U.S.C. § 552(f), consistent with the holdings of Competitive Enter. Inst. v. Office of Sci. & Tech. 
Policy, 827 F.3d 145 (D.C. Cir. 2016). 
 
All requests seek records which include but are not limited to, any record located on backup tapes, 
archives, any other recovery, backup, storage or retrieval system, CIA electronic mail or message 
accounts, non-CIA electronic mail or message accounts, personal electronic mail or message 
accounts, CIA servers, non-CIA servers, and personal servers, as well as any electronic mail or 
message carbon copied to agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message carbon copied 
to non-agency account recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to agency account 
recipients, any electronic mail or message forwarded to non-agency account recipients, and 
attachments to any electronic mail or message. 
 
For purposes of this Request, the term “briefing” includes, but is not limited to, any in-person 
meeting, teleconference, electronic communication, or other means of gathering or communicating 
by which information was conveyed to one or more person(s). 
 
For purposes of this Request, the term  “CIA official” includes, but is not limited to, any person 
who is (1) employed by or on behalf of the CIA, any Mission of the United States, or any 
Delegation of the United States, in any capacity; (2) contracted for services by or on behalf of the 
CIA, any Mission of the United States, or any Delegation of the United States, in any capacity; (3) 
appointed by the President of the United States to serve in any capacity at or within the CIA, any 
Mission of the United States, or any Delegation of the United States; or (4) any such person’s staff, 
agent or employee; all without regard to the component, bureau, or office in which that person 
serves. 
 
For purposes of this Request, all sources, documents, letters, reports, briefings, articles, and press 
releases cited in this Request are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.  
 
For purposes of this Request, any individual or entity’s name includes any alias or 
pseudonym.  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

     
Jordan Sekulow  Benjamin P. Sisney   
Executive Director  Senior Litigation Counsel  
 

     
John A Monaghan 
Senior Litigation Counsel 
 
 




