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November 3, 2017
VIA OVERNIGHT DELIVERY SERVICE

The Honorable Rex Tillerson
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Tillerson:

As you evaluate all available options to better protect American citizens in light of the brutal
terror attack in New York City this week, we are writing to bring to your attention one option
available to you now to immediately close the loophole used by Sayfullo Saipov to enter the
United States: the Diversity Visa Program. This option allows you to effectively end the
Diversity Visa Program pending permanent action by Congress.

As you know, on October 31, 2017, Sayfullo Saipov perpetrated a cowardly act of terrorism on
innocent pedestrians in New York City.! He rented a truck, mowed down pedestrians, crashed
into a school bus, and then proceeded to exit the vehicle while armed and yelling “Allahu
Akbar.”* In his truck, investigators found a letter in which Saipov pledged his allegiance to ISIS
and have found thousands of ISIS and terror related pictures and videos on his cellphone.’
Saipov’s murderous rampage left eight innocents dead and at least twelve wounded. Reports
suggest Saipov shows no remorse for his crimes and rejoices at the loss of innocent American
lives.}

! Katherine Lam, NYC Terror Attack Suspect Planned Assault for Weeks, Did Prior Reconnaissance, FOX NEWS
(Nov. 1, 2017), http://www.foxnews.com/us/2017/1 1/01/nyc-terror-attack-suspect-planned-assault-for-weeks-did-
Prior-rcconnaissance.htmI.
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* Nicole Chavez & Eric Levenson, Terror Suspect Wanted to Attack People on Brooklyn Bridge, Documents Say,
CNN (Nov. 2, 2017), hitp://www.cnn.com/2017/11/02/us/new-york-terror-attack/index.html.

* Kevin McCoy & Mike James, NYC Terror Attack: Suspect Charged; Tells Fed He Wants ISIS Flag in Hospital
Room, USA TODAY (Nov. 1, 2017), https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2017/11/01/nyc-terror-
attack/820251001/. *











