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	 In 2016, I mobilized a dedicated team of attorneys and staff to launch our Government 
Accountability Project. This project aimed at shedding light on burgeoning corruption in the 
bureaucracy that controls our government agencies and implements our laws. We are fighting 
to hold this ever-expanding “Deep State” accountable to the American people. Thanks to your 
support, our efforts have been a resounding success.

	 As part of this effort, we have issued more than fifty-one Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests. The law requires government agencies to respond to these lawful requests. 
Yet, the bureaucracy fights tooth and nail to protect its secrets, often refusing to comply with 
our requests or the law. So, we have been forced to bring them to account – in court. To that end, 
we have filed more than a dozen federal lawsuits against five different bureaucratic agencies. 
We are fighting every day to expose the truth.

	 Over the course of the last several years, we have exposed corruption, lawlessness, 
influence peddling, and deception in our government. We have ensured that numerous Deep State 
bureaucrats are no longer in positions of power. We have dug into the Obama Administration and 
the Deep State’s funding of anti-Israel causes – including an attempt to unseat the government 
of Israel – exposed major corruption and collusion surrounding the infamous Clinton-Lynch 
tarmac meeting, revealed the “purposeful” deletion of an official State Department briefing 
video to hide when the Iran nuclear deal negotiations began, and exposed extreme bias among 
outgoing Obama Administration officials who were unmasking Americans.

	 The goal of our Government Accountability Project is clear: ensure the United States 
Government remains of the People, dedicated to the People, and run for the People and not 
entrenched Washington elites, the ever-expanding bureaucratic Deep State, and corrupting 
special interests. We have recently expanded this project to include corruption and an anti-life 
agenda at the state level. The following is the latest in a long line of quarterly reports that the 
ACLJ has been issuing to Members of Congress and the general public to update and empower 
those with a voice to make a difference and hold the government accountable. 

	 After a review of the report’s findings, I encourage the appropriate congressional 
committees to provide oversight, hold hearings, and take whatever corrective action is necessary, 
including new legislation. I also encourage you, the American people, to remain ever vigilant; 
your voice makes a huge difference.

Jay Sekulow
ACLJ Chief Counsel



ABOUT THE ACLJ
Founded in 1990 with the mandate to protect 

religious and constitutional freedoms, the American 
Center for Law and Justice (ACLJ) engages legal, 
legislative, and cultural issues by implementing an 
effective strategy of advocacy, education, and litigation 
that includes representing clients before the Supreme 
Court of the United States and international tribunals 
around the globe.

As ACLJ Chief Counsel Jay Sekulow continued 
to build his legal and legislative team, the ACLJ 
experienced tremendous success in litigating cases at 
all levels of the judiciary – from the federal district 
court level to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Over the last two decades, Sekulow has appeared 
before the U.S. Supreme Court on numerous occasions, 
successfully arguing precedent-setting cases before the 
High Court: protecting the free speech rights of pro-
life demonstrators; safeguarding the constitutional 
rights of religious groups to have equal access to public 
facilities; ensuring that public school students can form 
and participate in religious organizations, including 
Bible clubs, on campus; and, guaranteeing that minors 
can participate in the political process by protecting 
their free speech rights in the political setting.

Headquartered in Washington, D.C., the ACLJ’s 
work reaches across the globe with affiliated offices 
in Israel, Russia, France, Pakistan, and Zimbabwe. In 
addition to its religious liberties work, the ACLJ also 
focuses on constitutional law involving the issues of 
national security, human life, judicial nominations, 
government corruption, and protecting patriotic 
expression such as our National Motto and the Pledge 
of Allegiance.
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OUR FOIA PRACTICE:

The ACLJ has litigated and pursued governmental accountability for decades. Over the 
past several years, the ACLJ has intensified its advocacy in this area, focusing on identifying 
and countering the dangers of the unelected bureaucratic morass known as the “fourth branch of 
government.” In recent years, the ACLJ has responded to troubling reports of the ever-growing 
“Deep State” – an out-of-control, unelected, unaccountable bureaucracy – by throwing back the 
curtain and shedding light on the ongoing government corruption and lawlessness. To that end, 
the ACLJ launched its Government Accountability Project.

One of the ACLJ’s most useful tools in this fight is the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) and similar state-based statutes. This law requires federal government agencies 
and departments, when asked by appropriately concerned citizens, to turn over unclassified 
documents, records, and more as they relate to particular governmental activities. FOIA requests 
are almost never as simple as they sound. They require the requesting party to provide a detailed 
contextual background forming the basis of the request, define the parameters of the search, and 
regularly engage in a back-and-forth battle with an unwilling department that will use every 
possible technicality to reject, delay, or otherwise impede the release of information. 

Thankfully, the ACLJ has extensive experience filing FOIA requests, and the necessary 
legal and media resources to make sure that these requests are seen, heard, and responded to. 
In the past several years, the ACLJ has issued fifty-one FOIA requests to more than fifteen 
different federal and state agencies and their component entities. Due to the repeated refusal 
of these agencies to comply with the ACLJ’s requests, the ACLJ has filed lawsuits to compel 
compliance in the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia in over a dozen cases. Thus 
far, the ACLJ has been successful in every single case.

To date, the ACLJ has obtained nearly 14,000 pages of records, comprising approximately 
4,000 responsive documents. These documents shed light on corruption at the highest levels 
of our government, exposing lies, cover-ups, influence peddling, and even attempts to unseat 
the duly-elected government of one of our closest allies. In addition, our discoveries have been 
prominently featured in the media and have led to significant policy and personnel changes in 
the federal bureaucracy.

The ACLJ will continue to remain ever vigilant and carry out its obligation to hold the 
government accountable for its actions. The ACLJ will continue to be on the front lines in this 
fight, issuing more requests and, if necessary, taking the government to court to get to the truth.
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QUARTERLY FOIA
R E P O R T

The basic function of the Freedom of Information Act is to ensure 

informed citizens, vital to the functioning of a democratic society.

The ACLJ’s Government Accountability 

A digital copy of this report can be downloaded at ACLJ.org/FOIA


