INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

ROUNDTABLE

Washington, D.C.
October 5, 2015

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

We write as an informal and diverse group of non-governmental organizations and individuals
who are scholars, religious leaders, and human rights advocates to express our grave concern for
religious minorities, among them Yezidis, Christians and Shia Muslims, at the hands of the
Islamic State. We urge you to formally declare the systematic destruction of these ancient
communities a genocide.

Mounting evidence indisputably shows the Islamic State’s ongoing genocidal campaign in the
Middle East through its attempts to create a global caliphate devoid of religious freedom and
diversity. For more than a year, the news headlines have been replete with stories of almost
unimaginable human suffering caused by the Islamic State. Religious minorities in these lands,
among them the ancient Christian, Yezidi and Shia Muslim communities, have suffered grave
injustices: displacement, forced conversion, kidnapping, rape and death.

As you know, Article Il of the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment for the Crime of Genocide defines genocide as:

Any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial, or religious group, as such

(@) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its

physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Since the beginning of its swift and destructive rise, the Islamic State has committed all of these
against Yezidis, Christians, Shia Muslims and other religious minorities in whole and in part
through a calculated system of atrocity.

Furthermore, the intent to commit genocide can be clearly seen in the Islamic State’s ideology,

as outlined in its propaganda, which calls for the eradication or subjugation of those who do not
conform to the group’s ideology. In Iraq, this has manifested most blatantly in the insurgency’s
treatment of religious and ethnic minorities, members of whom have been killed, tortured,



kidnapped, raped, enslaved, brainwashed, forcibly converted and/or driven from their ancient
homelands.

A report released in March from the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner on Human
Rights on the human rights situation in Iraq states, “It is reasonable to conclude that some of
these incidents, considering the overall information, may constitute genocide.” Furthermore, the
report calls for the Security Council “to remain seized of and address, in the strongest terms,
information that points to genocide.” It is imperative that the United States government and the
global community universally acknowledge this issue as such.

As opposed to previous such instances in modern history, there has been no attempt by the
Islamic State to conceal its actions. On the contrary, the group shamelessly broadcasts
decapitations, crucifixions, forced drownings and other horrors with the sole purpose of
spreading its message of destruction and recruiting more agents to the ranks of its diabolical
insurgency.

Under the Islamic State, religious minorities now face an existential crisis and live on the edge of
extinction in the lands that many have inhabited since antiquity. These communities will
continue on a trajectory of tragic and precipitous decline into eventual non-existence without
swift moral leadership on behalf of the administration and the international community.

It is our belief that officially declaring and subsequently halting this genocide and its spread is a
matter of vital moral and strategic importance for the United States, the international community,
and the overall state of religious freedom around the world. Perhaps equally as important, such a
declaration will give a stronger voice to the long-suffering victims while furthering and
sharpening ideological engagement against those currently at the forefront of this campaign.

We humbly request that your office publicly acknowledge and denounce the Islamic State’s
actions as genocide and act with all due haste to ensure that this ongoing, abominable crime is
halted, prevented and punished and that the religious freedom and human dignity of all people
currently suffering under the Islamic State are allowed to flourish.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,

Chris Seiple, Ph.D.
Chairman of the Board, Institute for Global Engagement
Co-Chair, International Religious Freedom Roundtable

Greg Mitchell
President, The Mitchell Firm
Co-Chair, International Religious Freedom Roundtable
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN VIETNAM
ALEPPO COMPATRIOTIC CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION
AMERICAN CENTER FOR LAW AND JUSTICE
AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

AMERICAN MESOPOTAMIAN ORGANIZATION
BARNABAS AID USA

BOAT PEOPLE SOS

CENTER FOR INQUIRY

CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY NATIONAL AFFAIRS OFFICE
COPTIC SOLIDARITY

HINDU AMERICAN FOUNDATION

IN DEFENSE OF CHRISTIANS (IDC)

INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT

INSTITUTE ON RELIGION AND DEMOCRACY
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN CONCERN
INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
JUBILEE CAMPAIGN USA

KURDISH HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

LANTOS FOUNDATION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND JUSTICE
MUSLIM PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL

NINEVEH COUNCIL OF AMERICA

OPEN DOORS USA

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX AUTONOMOUS CHURCH OF AMERICA



SHIA RIGHTS WATCH
UNITED MACEDONIAN DIASPORA

Individuals
With title and organization for identification purposes

Rev. Derek Adye
Executive Pastor
Grace Community Church

C Naseer Ahmad

Mustafa Akhwand
Executive Director
Shia Rights Watch

Michele Amoroso
MSW Candidate
Loyola University Chicago

Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight
Knights of Columbus

Nahren Anweya
Assyrian American Activist

Mr. Blake Baggot

Sarkis Balkhian
Advocacy Director
Aleppo Compatriotic Charitable Organization

Fr. Benham Benoka
Priest
Syriac Catholic Diocese of Mosul, Iraq

Tom Billings, D.Min
Executive Director
Union Baptist Association

Phyllis Boozer
Coordinator
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship North



Michael Bradley
Senior Pastor
Parkwood Baptist Church

Patrick M. Brown
Pastor
Northlake Baptist Church

Travis Bundrick
Director
Williamson Baptist Association

Jeff Byrd
COOQ/Co-Founder
Denison Forum on Truth and Culture

Tony W. Cartledge
Professor of Old Testament
Campbell University Divinity School

Jami Cervantes
Executive Administrator
The River Foundation

Rafael T. Cervantes, P.E.
Cervantes & Associates, P.C.

Gary Charwin
Founder
ACTS for the Persecuted

Susan A. Chiarito MD FAAFP
Mission Primary Care Clinic

John Chowning
Vice President
Campbellsville University

Sherri Clowe-Tompkins
M.S. Mathematics Ed
Amarillo College

Sara Corley
President
Student Social Justice Organization "Speak"



Col. Kenneth A. Cornelius, USAF (Ret.)

David E. Croshy
Senior Pastor
First Baptist New Orleans

Taylor Cruse
Founder
Logsdon Freedom Initiative

Bethany Demmin, M.A.
Student Interns and Lectures Coordinator
Family Research Council

Rachel Denison
Administrative and Marketing Coordinator
Spiritual Formation, Denison Forum

Fr. Anthony F. Denton PP, STL, STB, B Theol, Dip Ed, BA
Pastor
Nazareth Parish

Robert A. Destro

Professor of Law & Director
Interdisciplinary Program in Law & Religion
Columbus School of Law

The Catholic University of America

Phillip J. Donnelly
Associate Professor of Literature
Baylor University

Darrell Dunton
Chief Creative Office
Admarc

Rev. Bobby Dusek
Pastor

Thomas F. Farr

Director

Religious Freedom Project

Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs
Georgetown University



Angela D. French
Minister of Music
Kowloon International Baptist Church, Hong Kong

Randy Fullam
Custom Projects Coordinator
Crown Point Cabinetry

John Gallagher
President & CEO
Institute for Global Engagement

Victoria J. Gaston, D. Min.
Curator of Hodges Chapel and Coordinator of Spiritual Life Ministries
Beeson Divinity School, Samford University

Lou Giuliano
Non-Executive Chairman
Vectrus Corp

Katharine C. Gorka
President
Council on Global Security

Milton Gutierrez
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Edward D. Guyer

David Hardage
Executive Director
Texas Baptists

Christy A. Harper
Alumni Relations Coordinator
Beeson Divinity School

Curtis Daryl Helms Jr.
Geologist

Allen D. Hertzke
David Ross Boyd Professor
University of Oklahoma



Dr. Thomas Hibbs
Dean
Baylor University

Lauren B. Homer
President
Law and Liberty Trust

Rev. Duane Hunt

Dr. Joel C. Hunter
Senior Pastor
Northland - A Church Distributed

Farahnaz Ispahani
Author, Purifying the Land of the Pure: Pakistan's Religious Minorities
Former Member Pakistan Parliament

David Lyle Jeffrey, FRSC

Distinguished Professor of Literature and the Humanities, and Senior Fellow, Baylor Institute for
Studies in Religion

Baylor University

Byron Johnson, Ph.D.

Distinguished Professor of the Social Sciences
Director, Institute for Studies of Religion
Director, Program on Prosocial Behavior
Baylor University

Brian Jones
Campus Multiplier and Summer Leadership Director
Restorate Church

Dr. Bruce Jones
Pastor

Nelson Jones
Senior Pastor
People's Church Grande Prairie

Dr. Pary Karadaghi
President & CEO
Kurdish Human Rights Watch

Mr. Bernard Keown



Amjad Mahmood Khan
National Director of Public Affairs
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA

Dr. David King, Sr.
Retired IMB missionary to the M. East and N. Africa

Jeff King
President
International Christian Concern

Kody Kness
Vice President
China Aid

Kathy Kuhl
President
LearnDifferently LLC

Dean Kumasaka
Manager
Aviation Partners Boeing

Alexander Kurikeshu, MD
President/CEO
American Cardiovascular Imaging

Mark P. Lagon
President
Freedom House

Patty Lane
Director of Intercultural Ministries
Baptist General Convention of Texas

Rev. Jack A. Lawson, Jr.
Warrenton Baptist Church

Scott Liston
Principal
MLA Companies

Thomas Lynch
Senior Pastor
Woodland Heights Baptist Church



Nadine Maenza
Executive Director
Patriot VVoices

Mona Malik
Vice President
Assyrian Aid Society of America

Bishop Gregory John Mansour
Bishop of the Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn

Paul Marshall
Senior Fellow, Center for Religious Freedom
Hudson Institute

Brent McBurney
President & CEO
Advocates International

Gary McCaleb
Senior Pastor
Kessler Park Baptist Church

Duke K. McCall, Jr.
Chair
Baptist World Alliance Religious Liberty Commission

Faith J. H. McDonnell
Director, Religious Liberty Program
Institute on Religion and Democracy

John Michael
CEO
iStorage Limited

David A. Michelson Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of the History of Christianity
Vanderbilt University

Johnnie Moore
Author of "Defying ISIS"
President, The KAIROS Company

Russell Moore
President
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission
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Scott Morgan
President
Red Eagle Enterprises

Samuel W. “Dub” Oliver, Ph.D.
President
Union University

Keith Omsberg
Associate General Counsel
Pacific Architects and Engineers

David B. Pearcy
Chairman
First Baptist Church Brotherhood

M. Leroy Peterson
Executive Vice President
Patriot Drilling LLC

Elise Phuong Ho
Boat People SOS, Inc.

Jorge Pina
President & Founder
DCEFORJESUS.org

Frank Pray
Administrative Vice Chairman
North Carolina Federation of College Republicans

Kenneth Prussner
Senior Foreign Service, Retired

Tina Ramirez
Founder and Executive Director
Hardwired Global

Steve Ray
Senior Editor
ELIC

Robert R. Reilly
Director
Westminster Institute
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Erin Rodewald
Writer and Policy Analyst

Rev. Alan Rudnick
Executive Minister
DeWitt Community Church

Dr. Daniel L. Schwartz
Assistant Professor of History
Texas A&M University

Karen Scott JD, MSt (Oxf)
President
Center for Liberty of Conscience

Timothy Shah

Associate Director

Religious Freedom Project

Berkley Center for Religion Peace and World Affairs
Georgetown University

Nina Shea
Senior Fellow and Director of the Center for Religious Freedom
Hudson Institute

Stephen B. Shell
Board Certified Real Estate Attorney
Shell, Fleming, Davis & Menge

Fr. Ammar Saadallah Siman
Priest

Syriac Catholic Church
Erbil, Iraq

Keith Skaar
VP Exploration/ Sr. Petroleum Geologist
Element Petroleum, LP

Al Smith
Chairman
Samaritan Hands Ministry

Jennifer Stapleton-Kotloski, Ph.D.
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Todd D. Still, Ph.D.

Charles J. and Eleanor McLerran DeLancey Dean & William M. Hinson Professor of Christian

Scriptures
Baylor University, Truett Theological Seminary

Deborah Sutton
Law Office of Deborah Sutton

Cathy Tankersley
Concerned US Citizen and Evangelical Christian

Juliana Tiamoorazy
Founder and President
Iragi Christian Relief Council

David Tompkins Ed.D. Candidate
Assistant Professor, adjunct
ACE Educational Outreach

Tracye Vaughan
Executive Director
Christmas in Action

Christine Virgin
21st Century Wilberforce Initiative

William C. Walsh
Human Rights Attorney
Bisceglie & Walsh

Calvin Williams
Lead Pastor
Christ’s Mercy Church

Dr. D. H. Williams
Professor of Patristics and Historical Theology
Baylor University

Donald Williford
Dean of the Logsdon School of Theology and Seminary
Hardin-Simmons University

P. Paolo Thabet H. Yuosif
Pontificio Collegio Irlandese

CC: Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations
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