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Introduction

1. The European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ) is a non-governmental organization
dedicated to promoting and protecting human rights around the world. The ECLIJ also holds
Special Consultative status before the United Nations Economic and Social Council. This
report discusses the status of human rights in the Republic of Seychelles (Seychelles) for the
5274 session of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR).

Background

2. Seychelles is a country located in the western Indian Ocean and has a population of
approximately 106,100 people.! The country is predominantly Christian, with 70% of the
population identifying as Roman Catholic, 6% as Anglican, 12% as other Christian
denominations, 6% as Hindu, and 3% as Muslim.?

3. Seychelles’ last review was held on May 10, 2021.° As aresult of the review, Seychelles
received 215 recommendations, 208 of which it supported.* It was recommended by Italy, and
supported by Seychelles, that the government “[a]dopt measures to address trafficking in
persons, including children, especially trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation.” No
recommendations were made regarding religious freedom.

Legal Framework

4. Under Article 16 of the Constitution of Seychelles, “[e]very person has a right to be
treated with dignity worthy of a human being and not to be subjected to torture, cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment.”® Additionally, under Article 17, “[e]very person has a
right not to be held in slavery or bondage.”’

5. Human trafficking is criminalized by the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons Act
2014.3 Under Article 3 of the Act, individuals convicted of human trafficking are “liable to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 14 years, or such imprisonment and a fine not exceeding
SCR500,000.” Furthermore, when the victim is a child, individuals convicted of human

! Donald Lee Sparks, Seychelles, BRITANNICA (July 13, 2025), https://www.britannica.com/place/Seychelles.
2Id.

3 Universal Periodic Review — Seychelles, OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/sc-index.
4 Infographic — Seychelles, OHCHR, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2021-12/Infographics-
SEYCHELLES.pdf.
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trafficking are “liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 25 years, or such imprisonment
and a fine not exceeding SCR800,000.”!°

6. Seychelles is a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR).! Under Article 8 of the ICCPR, “[n]o one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the
slave-trade in all their forms shall be prohibited. No one shall be held in servitude.”!?

7. Additionally, Seychelles is a party to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.'* Under Article 9 sec. 1 of this Protocol:

1. States Parties shall establish comprehensive policies, programmes and other
measures:

(a) To prevent and combat trafficking in persons; and

(b) To protect victims of trafficking in persons, especially women and
children, from revictimization.'*

Human Trafficking

8. Human trafficking is a violation of human rights that has impacted the lives of millions
around the world.!> Human traffickers exploit their victims using force, coercion, fraud, or
deception, and exploit them for labor and sex.'® For labor trafficking, victims are targeted and
exploited in industries like construction, agriculture, domestic servitude, and mining.!” Men
are the primary victims of this type of trafficking and account for nearly 70% of labor
trafficking victims.'® However, women are also targeted and forced to work particularly in
domestic service industries.!” For sex trafficking, women and girls account for 90% of the
victims worldwide.?’ These victims are often exploited in hotels, nightclubs, and massage
parlors located in tourist hubs.?!

1074, art. 4 § 2.

W Ratification Status for Seychelles, OHCHR,

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/ layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Treaty.aspx?CountrylD=155&Lang=EN.

12 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights art. 8, adopted Dec. 16, 1966, 999 UN.T.S. 171,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
[hereinafter ICCPR].

13 Chapter XVIII Penal Matters 12. A Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational
Organized Crime, U.N. TREATY COLLECTION,
https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY &mtdsg_no=XVIII-12-a&chapter=18.

14 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially women and Children,
Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime art. 9 § 1, Nov. 15,
2000, G.A. Res. 55/25. U.N. Doc. A/RES/55/25. https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-
mechanisms/instruments/protocol-prevent-suppress-and-punish-trafficking-persons.
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trafficking.
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0. Seychelles is not immune to the problem of human trafficking. Seychelles is used by
human traffickers as a source, transit, and destination country for human trafficking.?? Foreign
tourists, sailors, workers, and nationals from Bangladesh, China, and Cuba fuel the demand for
sex work.?® Additionally, victims who have been trafficked for forced labor are used for
domestic service and are exploited in the fishing, agricultural, and construction sectors.>* For
example, in November 2024, a man was convicted of trafficking six Bangladeshi nationals for
labor exploitation.?’

10.  In 2023, authorities investigated forty-six potential cases of human trafficking.?® Out of
those cases, four were related to labor trafficking and two were related to sex trafficking.?’” The
reason so few cases were identified as human trafficking cases was because they did not meet
elements required by law to constitute human trafficking.?® Additionally, none of the cases that
were identified as human trafficking have yet to result in successful convictions due to the
lengthy court process.?’ The remaining forty cases were referred to either the Department of
Immigration or the Department of Employment, as authorities were unable to meet the
elements needed to prosecute them as human trafficking cases.** Further, it is important to note
that many cases of human trafficking go uninvestigated and unreported.>!

11.  In 2022, fourteen individuals were prosecuted for human trafficking under the 2014
Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons Act.>? All fourteen individuals were sentenced to fifteen
years in prison.>® This was a drastic increase from the previous year, when only two individuals
were prosecuted for human trafficking.’* Additionally, in 2022, authorities identified forty-
three victims of human trafficking. Of those identified, nine were girls who were victims of
sex trafficking.®

12.  For example, on December 5, 2022, a Mahe resident was charged with thirty-six counts
of criminal offenses, including child trafficking, sexual assault, extortion, prohibited visual
recording, possession of indecent material, and trafficking in persons.*¢

22 Seychelles, GLOB. ORGANIZED CRIME INDEX (2023), https://ocindex.net/country/seychelles.
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32 Salifa Karapetyan, Fight Against Human Trafficking: “Seychelles is Leading the Way for Africa,” Says US
Diplomat, SEYCHELLES NEWS AGENCY (June 26, 2023),
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https://police.gov.sc/media-and-press/communique/706-man-formally-charged-for-sexual-and-human-
trafficking-related-offences (last visited Oct. 8, 2025).
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13. Additionally, in September 2022, eleven Iranian nationals were charged with human
trafficking.?’

14.  Since its last UPR, Seychelles has taken several steps to bolster its efforts to combat
human trafficking and provide assistance to the victims effectively.*® For example, authorities
implemented standard operating procedures to help screen and identify potential human
trafficking cases.*® Thankfully, some of these measures have helped authorities combat human
trafficking. In 2022, authorities set the record for the most human trafficking prosecutions in a
year in Seychelles.*

15. Additionally, in April 2024, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) conducted a joint workshop with
law enforcement officials to equip them with the knowledge and skills needed to combat human
trafficking.*! Additionally, Seychelles has improved the conditions of its shelters for victims
and has increased the assistance provided to victims.*?

Recommendations

16.  We are encouraged by the work Seychelles has done to combat human trafficking. Its
efforts to increase training to combat human trafficking and provide aid to the victims are
critical in eradicating human trafficking. We want Seychelles to continue its efforts, as it has
already demonstrated to be successful. We are hopeful that if Seychelles continues to take
human trafficking seriously, it will be able to increase further the number of perpetrators
prosecuted for human trafficking. Additionally, because lengthy court proceedings hinder the
authorities’ efforts to combat human trafficking, we urge Seychelles to increase resources for
dedicated human trafficking prosecutors to quickly and effectively prosecute cases of human
trafficking.

37 Rita Joubert-Lawen, Human Trafficking: Iranian Nationals Charged in Seychelles, Remanded for 14 More
Days, SEYCHELLES NEWS AGENCY (Sep. 17, 2022),
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/17417/Human+trafficking+Iranian+nationals+charged+in+Seyc
helles%2C+remanded+for++more+days.

38 Strengthen Anti-Trafficking Efforts in Seychelles: IOM and UNODC Co-Lead Training Workshops for Law
Enforcement Officials, IOM (Apr. 18, 2024), https://ropretoria.iom.int/news/strengthening-anti-trafficking-
efforts-seychelles-iom-and-unodc-co-lead-training-workshop-law-enforcement-officials.
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