0 Afghanistan: On 6 January, Beijing arranged the

departure of at least ten Chinese nationals arrested in
Afghanistan in December on espionage and terror
charges (with purported ties to HQN). The detainees
reportedly left Afghanistan after a meeting between
China’s Ambassador to Afghanistan and Afghanistan
VP Saleh, prompting parliamentary criticism.
Afghanistan's National Directorate of Security
confirmed the arrest of a Chinese network; China's
Foreign Ministry denied awareness of the detainees’
departure. (u)

9 Turkmenistan: On 6 January, the new Chinese

©

Ambassador to Turkmenistan met with
Turkmenistan's Minister of Foreign Affairs to discuss
resuming regular Foreign Ministry exchanges and
strengthening political, economic, and cultural ties
with Turkmenistan. ()

Kyrgyzstan: On 10 January, China's Foreign Ministry
congratulated Sadyr Japarov on winning Kyrgyzstan's
presidential election, stating China will continue to
deepen mutually-beneficial cooperation and promote
China's comprehensive strategic partnership with
Kyrgyzstan. (u)

Afghanistan: On 21 January, China's Ambassador to
Afghanistan met with the head of the Taliban’s Qatar
office, Mullah Beradar, on the Afghan peace process,
according to the Taliban political office’s social media.
Mullah Beradar also requested a Chinese Covid-19
vaccination program. )

@ Region: In January, China increased its Covid-19

distribution in the AOR. The UAE announced plans to
manufacture Sinopharm’s vaccine, which it began
providing to its citizens last month. Iraq, Pakistan, and
Jordan approved Sinopharm'’s vaccine for emergency
use, Jordan and Egypt began vaccinating frontline
medical workers with the vaccine, China agreed to gift
Pakistan 500,000 Sinopharm doses and promised to
deliver the 1.2 million doses Pakistan ordered by
February. CanSino offered Pakistan preferential
pricing and access for up to 20 million doses after
wrapping up its third phase trials in the country. Iran
also announced it will receive Chinese vaccine doses

udvelateddasii-2ios17

T AL M ol e AT z
10 Jan

4 Jan: Iran 10 Jan:

resumed'20% ?;fg;fr:i‘:f' fpam" won

uranium, ! yreyzstan

enrichment at PEace tlks in presidential  oycq i

Fordow facility Qatar election/ impasse
: referendum

4-5 Jan: éaudi Arabia 8 Jan: IRGC 10 Jan:

ended Qatar unveiled Kazakhstan's

embargo/restored underground ruling parties

diplomatic relations;
Gulf leaders signed
declaration to ease rift

missile base in
Gulf

swept
parliamentary
elections

_ AOR EVENTS OF NOTE

21 Jan:

Egypt/Sudan/ Egypt/Qatar
Ethiopia GERD resumed

diplomatic
relations

15 Jan: US
reduced troops in
Afghanistan to
2,500

KAZAKHSTAN

25 Jan: UN-

28 Jan: Pakistan

sponsored talks Supreme Court

on Syria's
constitution
resumed

24 Jan: Israel
opened
embassy in
UAE; UAE
approved Tel
Aviv embassy

ordered release of
killers of US journalist
Daniel Pearl

26 Jan: Israeli
military announced
intent for new
plans against Iran

5 FEB 2021

9
INFORMATION '

Pakistan: On 27 January, China’s Ambassador to
Pakistan and Pakistan's China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) Chair announced the
launch of a platform to share agricultural and
industrial information to promote private sector
cooperation. ()

RY

Uzbekistan: On 13 January, China's Center

for Language Education and Cooperation began
providing Chinese language instruction to Uzbek
National Guard cadets in Uzbekistan. (u)

-5

Pakistan: On 15 January, a Chinese defense
contractor delivered five CH-4 unmanned aerial
vehicles to the Pakistan Army, based on media
reports citing export-import records. Reporting did
not indicate whether Pakistan acquired the armed
(CH-4B) or unarmed (CH-4A) models. Pakistan joins
Iraqg, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE as a CH-4 operats
in the region. )

Saudi Arabia: On 18 January, China's Huawei
signed a lease to open its largest overseas store in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, at which it will showcase its
5G and artificial intelligence technologies. )

9 Pakistan: On 20 January, China's Ambassador to
Pakistan discussed CPEC with Pakistani Planning,
Development, and Special Initiative officials, noting
CPEC is heading in the right direction. A day earlier,
media reported the annual Joint Cooperation
Committee, initially delayed due to the pandemic,
would be further delayed for up to three months
due to Main Line 1 project and special economic
zone agreement challenges. )

Iran: On 23 January, Chinese company Iran-China
Investment Development Group denied Iranian
government officials’ accusations that its Bitcoin
mining farm in Iran caused major power outages in
Tehran in early January. The company blamed
Iranian electricity system inefficiencies, but halted
operations for two weeks. The criticism highlighted
internal rifts within the Iranian government over

China's economic role. () 000134 06/23/2023
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AFGHANISTAN: Ethnic Powerbrokers Likely Hedging to Protect Parochial

Interests is//peL 1o usa naTo, REMAY

J22-Afghanistan | 21 February 2021

(b)(1)1.4c

SRR R TS AMATO OSAL

Afghan Powerbrokers
(b)(1)1.4¢c DiSCUSSing New Alliance

Powerbrokers Ethnicity Affiliation
. *Former 15t VP
c! poauRashld | Uzbek  +Foremost Uzbek
m National leader
Nizamudeen «Influential militia
’ Qaisari Menmk leader in Faryab
e Mohammad Tajik *Popular following,
(b)(1)1.4¢ C Atta Noor large militia in N. AFG.
+Large following among
i Mohammed Hazara
l’ Mohaqqeq Hazara «Influence with militia
leaders
*Popular in Herat,
. western AFG
I il 4
e Al [Shian Tailk eLikely able to muster
large militia
(b)(1)1.4¢c PR «Influential with
{ } Yunus Qanuni  Tajik Panjshiri Tajik militia
commanders
. _ . *Large following among
Ghani also appointed Dostum's daughter, Rahila, Abdul Karim Hazara, Hazara
to the Meshrano Jirga (Upper House) and |V Khalili : *Likely able to muster
appointed Rais'Hashem, former head of Dostum’s large militia

bodyguard, “as the governor of Jowzjan,
consummating a round of negotiations, which began in September 2020.15.16

(SAHRELTO-USA,FVEY) Improved powerbroker and GIRoA cohesion is almost certainly dependent on U.S.
and Coalition assurances of diplomatic and military support beyond May 2021. Powerbrokers believe the
Taliban is not negotiating in good faith, and lack confidence in ANDSF’s ability to secure Afghanistan
without international support. Additionally, they worry that if a deal is struck, Pashtun political elites will
eventually align with Taliban along ethnic lines, leaving minority groups at a disadvantage in a post-
peace agreement in Kabul. 17

(b)(1)1.4¢c

ICOD: 20210122 TOP-SECRET/HCS-P/SI//ORCON-USGOV/NOFORN
Classified by: (b)(8)
Derived from: Multiple Sources
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These statements likely reflect a sentiment among Afghans that the Taliban will continue to pursue a
military victory despite ongoing talks.

(b)(1)1.4c

(U//EQUQ) Coordinated with: APRC4, CJIOC-A
(U//EQU0) With contributions from: (b)(B)
(U) SHARING POC: USCENTCOM FDO, Call (b)(6)

—TOP-SEERETHHES-PISHORECON-USGOVINOFORN-
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(U) Analytic Tradecraft Summary

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c

-FOP-SEERETHHES-P/SHORCON-USGOWNOFORN-
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(b){(1)1.4¢

12 (U) Ariana News; 20210118; (U) Dostum Returns to the Battlefield to Fight the Taliban; Classification of extracted material is
U; Overall classification is U; (U) Source is press reporting

(b)(1)1.4¢

15 (U) Ariana News; 20210120; (U) Ghani appoints critics to avoid interim govt: politicians; Classification of extracted material is
U; Overall classification is U; (U) Source is press reporting.

16 (U) Pajhwok Afghan News; 20210106; (U) Raees takes charge as Jawzjan governor, replaces Azizi; Classification of extracted
material is U; Overall classification is U; (U) Source is press reporting.

(b)(1)1.4c

—TOP-SECRETHHES-PISHORCON-USGOV/NOFORN
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CAS: Security Cooperation Expansion Likely Following U.S. Departure From

Afghanistan s/ xr)

J22 - Central Asian States | (b)(6)

08 MAR 2021

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(U) ASSESSED AFGHANISTAN SECURITY
PERCEPTIONS ON CAS

(b)(1)1.4c (S//REL TO USA, FVEY) Afghan_officials seek a
mutually beneficial security relationship with
their CAS neighbors,.focused on improving
border security; expanding economic activity
and  gaining military aid. Kabul often
exaggerates the Islamic militant threat in
northern Afghanistan in an effort to extract
greater aid commitments from their CAS
neighbors. Kabul maintains several security
cooperation agreements with Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, and pursues

(b)(3)50USC3024(i) international involvement such as obtaining
Observer status in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization.

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b)(1)1.4d

CAS geographic location as a crossroads between great power competitors highlights the geopolitical
importance of its multilateral agreements, mainly through organizations such as the Russia-led Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), according to historical diplomatic reporting.®  (b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b)(3)50USC3024(i)

1600: 20210304 SECRET//HCS-P-//0RCON-USGOV,/NOFORN
Classified by: GM43889

Derived from: Multiple Sources

Declassify on:
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(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

SECRET//HCS-P-A/0RCON-USGOV/NOFORN
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SECRET//HCS-P//ORCON-USGOV/NOFORN

(S/4/NE) CAS and GPC Security Cooperation and U.S. Opportunities
~SECRET//NOFORN

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Members

(5] Q%@ @
&”k Cl inéfed, regional security organization (U)

=_SCO focus on regional development throughout the Central Asian States. (U)

Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) Members
s e lln 20
* Russia-led, counter-NATO organization (u)
= CSTO prohibits member states from allowing foreign governments to operate within its territory,
without CSTO permission (U)

—SECRET//NOFORN—
ICOD: 20210304 SECRET//HCS-P-L/0RCON-USGOV/NOFORN
Classified by:  (b)(6)
Derived from: Multiple Sources
Declassify on:
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(U) Analytic Tradecraft Summary

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d
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(b)(1)1.4¢c

(b)(3)50USC3024(i)

(b)(1)1.4¢c

(b)(3)50USC3024(i)

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(3)50USC3024(i)

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(3)50USC3024(i)

(b)(1)1.4¢c

SECRET//HCS-P-L/ORCON-USGOV/NOFORN
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(b}1)1.4c

ASSESSED AFGHANISTAN SECURITY PERCEPTIONS ON CAS - Tone Box Sources:

(U) OSC; (b}13}50USC3024(i) 2817327 FEB 20; (U) Afghanistan: Hopes for Peace Falter as Violence Continues:
Rahmani; Overall classification is U; extracted information is U; Source is Kabul TOLOnews, a website of privately owned Tolo
News television channel; pursues a neutral and objective editorial policy.

(b)(1)1.4c

(U) TOLOnews; No Serial; 25 JANUARY 2017; Afghanistan, Uzbekistan Sign Five Cooperation Agreements; Overall classification
is U; extracted information is U; Source is Kabul TOLOnews, a website of privately owned Tolo News television channel; pursues
a neutral and objective editorial policy.

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c

(U) Collective Security Treaty Organization; Accessed 19 JAN 2021; Basic Facts (U); Overall classification is (U); Official website
of the Collective Security Treaty Organization.

(U) EVN Report; 06 OCT 2019; Fact Sheet: What is the Collective Security Organization? (U); Overall classification is (U); From
website: EVN Report is an independent, non-profit online weekly magazine. We offer a mix of reporting, analysis and
commentary on politics, economy, culture, tech and innovation, the arts, as well as compelling narratives, podcasts and
multimedia storytelling. https://www.evnreport.com/understanding-the-region/fact-sheet-what-is-the-collective-security-treaty-
organization

(V) Shanghai Cooperation Organization Website; Accessed 21 JAN 2021; http://eng.sectsco.org

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(3)50USC3024())

SECRET//HCS-PL/ORCON-USGOV/NOFORN
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AFGHANISTAN: Assessing Indicators of ANDSF Collapse s/ /rerousa rsw

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6)

, OBSERVED
INDICATORS

1JAN - 31 MAR 2021
(8//RELTOUSA, NATO, RSMA)

JAN - MAR: Departure of senior

security leaders; Pilots deserting
(S//RELTOUSAFVEY, NATO)

16 APR 2021

> At least 5 senior security
officials left Afghanistan to (b)(1)1.4¢
join families overseas * «)

>

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c

> 9 AAF pilots quit or left
service due to security
concerns; 20 pilots
contemplating quitting 3456
{SA/RELTO-USA-FVEY)

IMPLICATIONS OF ANDSF COLLAPSE ON AFGHAN STABILITY

Largely uncontested Taliban assaults on major population centers (sz/reLtousa naTo, RSMA)
Increased hedging behavior from powerbrokers/militias to defend parochial interests (s//Rew7ousa nATo, RSMA)

* Public confidence, support for Kabul declines (sy/reLrousa. nato, RSMA)
* MDCOA: Multi-polar ethno-sectarian civil war. Violence and instability threaten remaining U.S. forces and

interests, including CT objectives s /ReL 1o usa naTo RSMA)

NDS - National Directorate for Security | CT - Counterterrorism | AAF - Afghan Air Force
ASSESSMENT
Partially observed indicators likely reflects normal battlefield pressures and uncertainty associated with a stalled
peace process and a planned Coalition withdrawal. ANDSF remain cohesive but final withdrawal announcement increases risk for destabilizing

fracturing in the next 6 months. (s//ReL To usa, NATO, RSMA)

ICOD: 20210%%@@%] A @f(gbﬁ Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on:-S0x=H 000145 06/23/2023
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T AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update ., (AT TO L ’- B
AL cOMY J22 - Afghanistan 20 April 2021 \'l[/-ﬂ CH l-uu L p -

Ob: d Partiall

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY @ Geene ¥ Bk ® rotovserea
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH INTERNATIONAL :
FUNDING THROUGH SEPTEMBER c/sacsovcs v - Pt

GIROA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement, while ANDSF retention Sharif
challenges continue resuiting in the following IndICators: 4R To-bssriey é

G PoA removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists sy rectertsarver)
O Powerbrokers / opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIR0A e4Ra-TousAREY

(b)(1)1.4¢

{bX1)1.4c

O Reduction of donor funding reyrecrovsrrver- p—
(@ Desertions / defections e rciousira bV Sk :lag:';n
Herat M ,, OB FOB Fenty
THREAT GROUPS, FORCE PROTECTION ; N e =P

NO LONGER CONFINED TO THE DOHA AGREEMENT, TALIBAN/HQN
LIKELY WILL BALANCE ORDERING IMMEDIATE OPERATIONS AND
INTERNATIONAL FAVOR -saevousasver)

Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in
Afghanistan and continues to prepare to take power by force.

o

Chapman

O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric syrecrevanrven Ctllll
O Focus operations along GLOCS {s¢RecFe-usaey : : Dmr :;::ﬂm
O Withdrawal from Afghan Peace Negotiations/other negotiations e Ly é Locations of U.S.
Personnel
— Ring Road
EXTERNALACTOR INFLUENCE
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY, ALTHOUGH REMAIN RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM s/ recso usa-mve)
1.4d, 1.4c
ASSESSMENT Despite the recent U.S. announcement to depart Afghanistan, GIRoA and powerbrokers’ responses remain largely muted. The Taliban almost

certainly can resume and sustain offensive operations against Coalition forces following 1 May and could escalate attacks with no warning. Most of the observable
indicators reflect behaviors already underway and not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. s+revo-verrvos-

ICODRREAB Hoflassiied by:  (b)e) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: 26330438 00D



AFG HAN ISTAN: Dai Iy U pd ate {S//RELTO USA; NATO, RSMA)

Sources:
1(U) 0SC; (b)(3)50USC3024(1) 1816277 APR 21; (U) Afghanistan: If No US Policy Change, Taliban Will Not Attend Istanbul Summit; Overall classification U
2(U) 0SC; (b)3)50USC3024(i) 1812167 APR 21; (U) Afghan Taliban team may visit Pakistan to discuss US pullout delay; Overall classification U
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

RS joAfghanistan | (o)6)

i Observed Partiall
INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY W e @ rartaly
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH INTERNATIONAL
FUNDING THROUGH SEPTEMBER ¢s/recrovstrvey)

GIROA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement, while ANDSF retention
challenges continue resulting in the following indicators:! tRerse-ysreg—

O PoA removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists 2 saRerto-usarvex)
O Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIR0A 3 (syrREt-TertsaFveY)
O Reduction of donor funding * {srecretsirvey)

O Desertions/defections 5 (exRecFe-tearvEY)

Herat
THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION é

NO LONGER CONFINED TO THE DOHA AGREEMENT, TALIBAN/HQN
LIKELY WILL BALANCE ORDERING IMMEDIATE OPERATIONS AND
ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR ¢ssecvousarven

Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in Antonik
Afghanistan and demonstrated continued intention to take power by force.® : é
" g 7 X
87/ RECTE-U9AFVEY, Ca E v
0 Increasingly aggressive rhetoric ) Ge

@ Focus operations along GLOCs B+syyrectetsstven & Dwyer
Q Withdrawal from Afghan Peace negotiations/other negotiations ® LY :

EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE

27 APR 2021

@ Not Observed

(S//RELTOQ USA, FVEY)

Mazar-e
Sharif

&

Kandahar
Alrfield
é Locations of U.S.
Personnel
— Ring Road

INDIVIDUAL EXTERNALACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM sz/na-vo usa-rven

(b)(1)1.4¢, (b)(1)1.4d

SEEEIEG

Despite the recent U.S. announcement to depart Afghanistan, GIRoA and powerbrokers’ responses remain largely muted. The Taliban almost
certainly can resume and sustain offensive operations against Coalition forces following 1 May and could escalate attacks with no warning. Most of the observable

indicators reflect behaviors already underway and not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. syme-tousarey

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517
1COD:2051548%‘ | Classified by:  (b}6) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: SOX&=Hi

\WLATTO
WATCH FOR Lo

(b)1)1.4c

{b){1)1.4¢

(=)

oo’






§ AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .

L
5
24 cot J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6)

QOb d Partiall
INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY @ cossrie @ Fartly
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH

INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP tsresousarmn—

GIRoA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement while ANDSF retention
challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: ~e4RELTo-UsA-EY

O President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists? (s7reL

O Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA3 (s//RELTO USA, FVEY)
O Reduction of donor funding* tsxrrerFevarrves
O Desertions/defections® syrecseusirven

O Flight of leadership®’ xrecrevsihey

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION

NO LONGER CONFINED TO THE DOHA AGREEMENT, TALIBAN/HQN
LIKELY WILL BALANCE ORDERING IMMEDIATE OPERATIONS AND
ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR ¢s/recvossarven

Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in
Afghanistan and demonstrated continued intention to take power by force.®

Herat !i

O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric? syresvessatven Bm# é
e
0 Focus operations along GLOCs? tsprretretartvey) g o g

Q Withdrawal from Afghan Peace negotiations/other negotiations!-tayrecse
—tSHFYEN

EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE

WhATTO
WATCh FOR

4 MAY 2021
() notobserved
—EARETOVSATYEY

Mazar-e
Sharlf

i

(b)(6)
Bagram

. Alrfield
FOB Fenty
Kabul
Securlty é
ros €5

Center
Chapman

(b)(1)1.4¢

Kandahar

Alrfield
é Locations of U.5.
Personnel

= Ring Road

INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM «srrecrousarven

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b){1)1.4c
(b)(1)}1.4c

@

@3SESSIIERT Despite the recent U.S. announcement of its withdrawal from Afghanistan, GIRoA and powerbrokers’ responses remain largely muted. The Taliban almost certainly are positioned to resume and
sustain offensive operations against Coalition forces and could escalate attacks with no warning. Most observable indicators by which we assess Afghanistan’s stability reflect behaviors that were already underway prior to the

U.S. announcement and do not indicate a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. tsxre—revsarven
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. PREPARING FAMILIES

SENIOR SECURITY OFFICIALS PLANNING TO MOVE FAMILIES OUT OF
AFGHANISTAN

Government and security officials planning for a potential
degradation of the secutrity environment. No indications at this
time that key senior leaders have permanently left. (s, reLro.usa, mvey

APR: (b)(6) moved his
family outside of Afghanistan.? sy recsouss Fvey

APR: (b)(6) applied for
Indian visas for his family.2 s mecrousa-rven

(b)(1)1.4c

REPORTED DEPARTURES

SOME GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAVE DEPARTED OR ARE OUT OF COUNTRY

Current absences not affecting institutional performance; some
still perform duties abroad as able. syreLtousaFey

Early JAN: Estimated 80-100 MPs (out of 316) were overseas, some
returning only for important votes.5 ()

JAN-APR: Embassies experienced increased volume of visa requests
by Afghan officials and their families seeking to depart.3 6 (5

Late 2020: Small number of ministerial staff members have
departed to other countries; unclear if they will return.” ¢y

4 MAY 2021

(b)(1)1.4c

SMW - Special Mission Wing | AAF - Afghan Air Force | NDS - National Directorate of Security | MP - Member of Parliament | CT - Counterterrorism

ASSESSMENT
: G

IR0A’s cohesion is fragile, but remains stable. Despite current levels of observed departures, GIRoA and ANDSF's

ability to carry out governance and security functions is not threatened at this time. If current conditions continue over the next 90 days,

government stability and leadership flight will not impact retrograde efforts. (s4/RELTOUSA-FVEY)

ICOD: 202104 ZQ-ER{ags ik tesiA 88171

Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: 50X1-HUM
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Page 21 redacted for the following reason: %@
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: AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

M
Ry ot J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6)

V(AT T0 |
\WATCL FOR Lo L.

10 MAY 2021
i
Observed Partially ) Not Observed
INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY ® © O
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH g Y., RS
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP syrretvousasveny e
GIRoA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement, while ANDSF retention Sharif
challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: <S4 retFertearen é
O President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists2ts/reL
FOHSAFYE—
Q Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROAS{s4RELTo-UsAREY
. "
O Reduction of donor funding® spae-seusarveg S
O Desertions/defections® sxrecFesearen Alrfield
O Flight of leadershipS-tsyrecrovarrven Herat FOB Fenty J—
Kabul FOB
Security H“"‘e'é
THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION Secaty R
NO LONGER CONFINED TO THE DOHA AGREEMENT, TALIBAN/HQN FoB é
LIKELY WILL BALANCE ORDERING IMMEDIATE OPERATIONS AND ; & Chapman
ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR (spraevoustrven New
Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in B ! m.&
Afghanistan and demonstrated continued intention to take power by force.” R (bX1)1.4¢
{S//REL TO USA, FVEY) ; A
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric?® wprere-ueaivey) c“'ﬂ é Kan_;!ahar t_ Transferred to AFG
; . 4 Dwyer SH Control
O Focus operations along GLOCS? (errREEFe-tea-RvaEy Alrfield
5 T . Locations of U.S.
Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations!® sxreato Personnel
HEAFYEY)
— Ring Road
EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM (sp7recrovsarer)
{b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d
ASSESSMENT
Despite the recent U.S. announcement to depart Afghanistan, GIRoA and powerbrokers’ responses remain largely muted. The Taliban almost certainly is positioned to resume and sustain offensive operations
against Coalition Forces and could escalate attacks with no warning. Most of the observable indicators reflect behaviors already underway and not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. 4ssRerousas-2Es
oanPESREEAIF0-USArFUEY:
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.‘_.?:;. Ensuring Influence in Strongholds

NORTHERN POWERBROKERS SEEK TO MAXIMIZE CONTROL OVER
POLITICS WITHIN THEIR SPHERES OF INFLUENCE (S//RELTO-USA, FVEY)

Powerbroker dissatisfaction and frustrations with local political
appointments are not new and calls for violent protests against
GIROA are UnCOMMON.~S/REEFO-HEAAVEY

APR-MAY: Marshal Dostum called on his followers to protest
GIRoA’s recent appointment of Faryab Provincial Governor.® (u)

(b)(1)1.4¢

\1 Moving to be More Independent

POWERBROKERS SEEK TO MOBILIZE SUPPORTERS AND PURSUE
EXTERNAL SUPPORT TO ENSURE SECURITY FOR CONSTITUENTS
{SAARELTO-USA,-FVEY)

Powerbrokers continue to hedge against a shift in the security
environment, preparing to operate independently from GIRoA.
S/ REETOYSA-FYEY-

(b)(1)1.4c

Mid-APR: Ismail Khan and Ahmad Massoud held militia rallies to
emphasize local resolve to fight Taliban.5- (SBU//REL TO USA, FVEY)

(b)(1)1.4¢

Abdul Rashid
Dostum
(Uzbek)

Mohammad
Mohaqqeq
(Hazara)

Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar
(Pashtun)

(b)(1)1.4¢

Ahmad Massoud
(Tajik)

Ismail Khan
(Tajik)

mﬂ.s powerbrokers assess the security environment in their areas of influence, they will maneuver to ensure personal

advantage, but likely not at the expense of overall GIRoA stability. Most powerbrokers likely will remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, even as they challenge

Ghani's leadership as long as ANDSF is a viable fighting force and GIR0A is the primary conduit for international aid to Afghanistan. {S44RELFO-HSAVEY-
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

(s 22.Afghanistan | (bX6)

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY @ ovserved @ Partaly

GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP s rervousa vy

GIRoA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement, while ANDSF retention
challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: {s4ReLIouss ey

O President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists tsymecto
R

O Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA (spReFo-usAREY)
c Reduction of donor funding s4meLtouss suey)
Q Desertions/defections tspRecFoteaver)

O Flight of leadership (sy/rRecFertanrvEn Hﬂaé
THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION

NO LONGER CONFINED TO THE DOHA AGREEMENT, TALIBAN/HQN &
LIKELY WILL BALANCE ORDERING IMMEDIATE OPERATIONS AND 2

ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR ¢syrrerrovsasven N .

Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in LA
Afghanistan and demonstrated continued intention to take power by force. g g |

O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric (//RerTe-uarFvEY) gon cllu
i Dwyer
O Focus operations along GLOCS sxRestousatved #7

Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations {s¢re=50
BEACFYEY)

EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE

WHATTO , o
18 MAY 2021 \WATCHh FOR 5
@ Not Observed

Mazar-e
Sharif

Bagram

Alrfield
FOB Fenty
Kabul FOB

Security . _Huntar;_f_",_ ;

Center
ros 69

Chapman

{b){1)1.4c

I Transferred to
Afghan Control

é Locations of U.S.
Personnel

— Ring Road

INDIVIDUAL EXTERNALACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM (s aerousa-sven)

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

iy oag ¥h e

Despite the recent U.S. announcement to depart Afghanistan, GIRoA and powerbrokers’ responses remain largely muted. The Taliban almost certainly is positioned to resume and sustain offensive operations

against Coalition forces and could escalate attacks with no warning. Most of the observable indicators reflect behaviors already underway and not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. (sprecrovarrven
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

(b}(6) 23 MAY 2021

WHATTO
WATCH FOR

J22-Afghanistan

Observed Partiall ™) Not Observed
INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY ® ouxene . ey i PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT OF FARYAB
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH DRGSR  COVERNOR REMAINS CONTENTIOUS
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP tsrrettovsscrven- Mazare
GIRoA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement, while ANDSF retention Sharif
challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: (syRETetsafrer- é

O President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists
77 RECTOUSKFYETT

Q Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA (S//REL To UsA FVEY)

O Reduction of donor fundingsseeLtousa eveny : s Bagram
@ Desertions/defections {sARecFo-usr-FvEX) Airfield
O Flight of leadership ts7rrecroussrver) Herat 5 FOB Fenty
é i @R C0 OUTLOOK
THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION gongy ik
NO LONGER CONFINED TO THE DOHA AGREEMENT, TALIBAN/HQN g . roB é e e
LIKELY WILL BALANCE ORDERING IMMEDIATE OPERATIONS AND : Chapman fluentiz han ent strat
ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR s2auv0usa ey New Ll gl authority
Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in I AR : Ta.lw‘m.em pressure
Afghanistan and demonstrated continued intention to take power by force. ; By |
S RET U A —
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric (syRECTeUsAREN g"ﬂﬂ é Kandahar I Transferred to AFG
G Focus operations along GLOCS (apRerFetsfren 2 Airfield Control
Q Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations : = :::::I:r::“ us:
— Ring Road
EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE KEY DATES )
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM sy /secsossarver- e E

21 JUN: Sol

20 JUL: Eid al-Qurban (v

(b)}(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d
21-22 JUL: Eid al-Qurban Holiday u

GIRoA cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition Force retrograde, and powerbrokers almost certainly continue to view support for GIRoA as the best course of action to secure their respective
interests. ANDSF almost certainly continues to maintain the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas. The Taliban almost certainly is positioned to resume operations against Coalition Forces and could
escalate attacks with no warning, if withdrawal goals are not met. Most observable indicators reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. ts#resetanrvey)

SCENTCOM FOIA 21-0 UOW

u: 517
ICOD: 20210518 | Classified by (b)8) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on:-56X3-Hut



Page 28 redacted for the following reason:

(b)(3)SOUSC3024(i), (B)(1)1 4c

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517 000161 06/23/2023



AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Powerbroker Outreach :/zcwouss nn

J22-Afghanistan 27 MAY 2021

(b)(1)1.4¢

Powerbrokers historically seek military and financial aid from

foreign governments to secure personal and political interests.
TS/7RECTOUSA FYEYS

(b)(1)1.4c

MAY: Atta Noor warned powerbrokers will seek regional
assistance if the U.S. does not provide material support.2-gxas-

(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1.4¢
(b)(1)1.4c

Regional nations likely attempting to maintain present relations

with powerbrokers and hedge against uncertain GIRoA future.
1S AREETFO-HEAFVEY

(b)(1)1.4¢c

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

ASSESSMENT Powerbrokers likely will pursue further external outreach to limit dependency on GIRoA and defend against Taliban

encroachment into their spheres of influence. Powerbrokers likely will remain nominally aligned with GIRoA while the ANDSF is a viable fighting force and
GIROA serves as the primary conduit for international aid. (S4REEFO-HSAFEY-
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AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Donor Funding Reduction ez ccuen ney

1JUN 2021

J22-Afghanistan

U.S. DEPARTURE MAY UNDERCUT DONOR CONFIDENCE (v)

Concerns over systemic corruption and lack of direct oversight may reduce
donor confidence and desire to fulfill pledges. 1544

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b)(1)1.4c¢, (b)(1)1.4b

@ DONOR FUNDING VITAL FOR AFGHAN SECURITY ()
(b)(1)1.4c

AUG 2020: Law and order trust fund for Afghanistan faced a roughly $91
million shortfall with no firm donor commitments to fill pay gaps; likely to
affect ANP reliability and negatively impact stability.8.9- 1%L

OCT 2020: Partner nations reaffirmed commitments to fund ANDSF through
2024; most only pledged specific amounts through 2021; ANA trust fund
MOU expires DEC.11 gy

@ REDUCED FUNDING INTENSIFIES UNDERLYING ISSUES (v)

Weak government institutions, insecurity, and tenuous political landscape
likely to worsen without foreign/aid. 15/NFr

NOV 2020: After pledging $12 billion over the next four years to support civil
services, international donors were encouraged to conditionally pledge on a

yearly basis, dependent on GIRoA improvement and peace progress.i213
(U//FeUe)

Lack of security, corruption, precarious infrastructure, and weak regulatory
framework contribute to weak economic growth; likely to worsen if
international aid continues to decrease. ?4s44ik)

(b)(1)1.4b, (b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1.4c

ASSESSMENT Partially observed indicators likely reflect international donors’ uncertainty for GIRoA/ANDSF viability in a post-Coalition

environment. Absent international funding, ANDSF probably will consolidate security efforts to focus on GIR0A centers of gravity and reduce current force size
and composition to prolong viability while attempting to maintain stability. {57
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Q’ AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update ., (LA TO oo

| { -
7 - \ . - ]
4L g0 122-Afghanistan | )6) 3JUN 2021 WATCL IFOLR ., S £
INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY , o @ P O tokDssara
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEPTEMBER ~(6//REETOUBATVEN
GIRoA and powerbrokers jockeyed for influence prior to the U.S. announcement, while ANDSF retention Mazsye
challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: ssReTo4sA-2EY) Sharit g i
O President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists é | T LR
Y e s .
O Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA ts//RecTetesPES
o Reduction of donor funding srecrevsrcrves 4 o ;
Q Desertions/defections te7/recterventven G o } Bagram
O Flight of leadership s4ReFo-usaivey) B - Airfield
Herat ! < g FOB FOB Fenty
THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ., & € o SR
TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL BALANCE MAINTAINING MILITARY /Y Camer s
PRESSURE ON GIROA AND ATIEMPTING TO RETAIN . :, FOB =X T
INTERNATIONAL FAVOR BY APPEARING COMMITED TO THE PEACE : p. { Chapman
PROCESS (sxreLtousa sy M :
Taliban press statement abdicated responsibility for what comes next in \ - Antonik
Afghanistan and demonstrated continued intention to take power by force. ; -
(FPREETOUINFYED o |
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric srRerTe-ueRen Gtmli P 7 : —
. - g roT
@ Focus operations along GLOCS @xreteueasve 4 owper :;_;::‘” & c?:;u;;mzdfghan
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations A ay Locations of U.S.
VEREL U Ve Personnel
; Ry —  RingRoad
EXTERNALACTOR INFLUENCE ., : e
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM s recvo usa-pven- k\
(b)(1)1.4¢, (b)(1)1.4d
GIRoA cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition force retrograde and powerbrokers almost certainly continue to view support for GIRoA as the best course of action to secure their respective

interests. ANDSF almost certainly continues to maintain the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas. The Taliban almost certainly Is positioned to resume operations against Coalition forces and could
escalate attacks with no warning. Most observable indicators reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. wsrrecFe-ter-rves
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Qg AFGHANISTAN: Taliban Attempting to Isolate Kabul

107 IneL TN |Il:n I:HI:V\
A2/ /el v

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6)

_ (b)(1)1.4c

Taliban captured Dowlat Shah DC, increasing pressure
in Alisheng and Alingar DiStriCts.—~s/REcFo-UsA-NATO-ASHY

21 MAY: Taliban seized Dowlat Shah DC.12
7 REETO-U A HATORS—

23-24 MAY: ANDSF ahandoned 20 checkpoints in
Alisheng and Alingar Districts.+sxhecro-usinare-Roms

3
k" (b)(1)1.4c
(b)(1)1.4¢

11 MAY: Taliban seized Nerkh DC.5 4syrersodsa-res

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c

Taliban likely intends to prevent ANDSF freedom of
movement north of Kabul. s Recro-tem-hATo-Romi

6 MAY: Taliban seized Burkha DC.7 s4RecTo-uea-aTe,
RMEL

4-9 MAY: Taliban overran all outposts along a 20-km
stretch of Highway 3.8+s/rerFe-usisidorRema)

@©
@ @ \
@ Baghlan
@ O— Laghman
OE

T TTT———— Wardak

@ Taliban contral segment of routes into Kabul
@ Locally brokered ANDSF surrenders

‘ @ Overrun DCs in MAY

i @ Taliban encroaching on PC

AFGHANISTAN: TALIBAN EFFORTS TO ISOLATE KABUL
64/ RELTO-USAFVEY-

(b)(1)1.4c

Locally brokered surrenders and offers of amnesty
almost certainly accelerating Taliban gains.

S RELTO-HEANATO-REAA}

NOV 2020: A Taliban emir-endorsed amnesty letter
was widely disseminated.? 4 RereusaATo-RamA-

The Taliban has been leveraging local tribal leaders to
facilitate abandoning checkpoints across Afghanistan
since at least late 2020.10 (s RELToHeANATOREMA-

3 JUN 2021

(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1.4c

25 MAY: ANDSF leadership reported Afghan Air Force

and Coalition airstrikes halted the Taliban advance.12
— S REETO UV EY

N

Competing interests delayed 203" Corps
counterattack. 4S4RELTO-USA-NAFORSHAF

15 MAY: ANDSF assault elements staged 3 km
northeast of Nerkh DC. 13- Rerro-uer-naro-Ront—

18 MAY: Wardak Provincial Governor demanded
reinforcements; as of 1 JUN, a counterattack is still
delayed. M spnerroveataroRomar

3

Taliban control Highway 3, blocking resupply to
northern provinCes. (s Re=Fo-usA-RiEy—

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(111.4¢

Post-Eid clearing operations were unable to improve
SECUTity. 15 16 g inErTo-HamNATO-RGMA-

25 MAY: Taliban seized checkpoints in Baghlan-e
Jadid and cut off Highway 3 after Hezb-I Islami
Gulbuddin militia withdraws.17-srecre-usa-riFe-Raw

PC - Provincial Capital | DC - District Center

ASSESSMENT 7

aliban commanders almost certainly will focus on pressuring ANDSF units around Kabul, which very likely will complicate

ANDSF's capacity to reinforce and resupply units throughout Afghanistan. Taliban operations likely will not gain enough momentum to completely isolate
Kabul prior to Coalition forces’ retrograde. tsrreereusa—ruey
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TERRORISM: AQ Remains Committed To Its Historic Base in Afghanistan .,

J22 Trans-Regional Terrorism | (b)(6) 4 JUN 2021
AQ TACTICALLY SUPPORTING TALIBAN COMMENCING RECONSITUTION
—{57/7NF) 1577NF
AQ provides limited operational support to AQ likely to seek limited operational
Taliban attacks, while maintaining a covert autonomy from the Taliban to begin
profile in Afghanistan. s rere-tsarren- rebuilding in the next 12-24 months.
R

MID-JAN: Taliban Senior Shura agreed to allow
collocated AQ militants to voluntarily conduct
attacks alongside Taliban members! e

30 APR: In an interview with CNN, alleged AQIS (b)(1)1.4c
operatives stated they will continue to support

the Taliban and the war against the U.S. will

continue on all fronts until they are expelled

MID-APR: AQ trained suicide bombers in
Q from the rest of the Islamic WorldS wxreuey

Pakistan for future Taliban operations?~sm-

LATE APR: Senior AQ members met with

Haqgani Network and Taliban leaders to offer (b)(1)1.4¢ In a JAN 2019 interview, the current AQIS emir stated
to conduct offensive efforts with the Taliban in the group’s priority Is to expand in South Asia, as it is
Afghanistan34syne. AQIS’ second target behind the U.S.8wsweve

(U) In 2001, former AQ emir Usama Bin Laden pledged bayat to the Taliban.
Current AQ emir Ayman Zawahiri reaffirmed AQ’s pledge in 2016. The groups have
maintained a durable relationship based on their ideological overlap, lifelong

~ Usama Mahmoud

friendships, and extensive intermarriages. Taliban leaders have protected AQ since
the 1990s and remain unlikely to denounce or expel the terrorist group.® AQIS emir
AQIS - al-Qaida in the Indian Subcontinent | ANDSF - Afghan National Defense and Security Forces | KAF - Kandahar AirField
ASSESSMENT E
AQ almost certainly will remain pragmatic as it navigates its re-emergence in Afghanistan, careful not to implicate

Taliban provision of safe haven. In‘turn, the Taliban almost certainly will allow AQ to operate covertly in Afghanistan until Coalition forces depart
before easing restrictions, which could eventually allow AQ to reevaluate using Afghanistan as a base to direct EXOPS. x4
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update ., WHARIL S

+
J22-Afghan Threats | 7JUN 2021 \rl’/-ﬂ. Ci 'Il l-U [ { () }'1 -

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY ., @ observed @ Partially () Notobserved
GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP-(s1necvousarvenr —SREETOUSATVEN-

GIRoA and powerbrokers continue to balance government cohesion with regional interests, while ANDSF sMha‘:f"e
retention challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: {s4ReLTrouss ama— Ly

Q President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists é 4 Regyet b)(1)1.4c
(S ARELTOUEARYEN

G Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA (s4ReLTousA-REY
O Reduction of donor funding tsxResFe-dsarer)

' 4
O Desertions/defections ta//RE-Fe-tishFEn Bagram

O Flight of leadership ss®eLtousaney) N E Alrfield
Kabul

Herat s ; FOB Fenty
THREAT GROUPS/ FORCE PROTECTION & v 470 105 )
_ ecurity = =
TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL BALANCE MAINTAINING MILITARY &7 e N Center B
PRESSURE ON GIROA AND ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN ; ; 2
INTERNATIONAL FAVOR BY APPEARING COMMITED TO THE PEACE G 2 iy
PROCESS s/recvovsarven v 4 p
Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against foreign forces and 4 , Anﬁ'ﬂ*
warn other countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks B ‘f
against GIRoA/ANDSF demonstrate continued Intention to take power by N I
force. (s//REL TO USA, FVEY) i b G I :
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric s4ReLI0USA FUEY) e Camp ™ Ika;ldah.ar L Transferred to Afghan
O Focus operations along GLOCS 464ReLFo-vsamven [ &, Z-Pmr Airfield H ™ Control/Closed
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations - 4 ;:1::;]::;0! us.
: RN — R
EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE ., Sl _
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM_(s/sranvousamvey l\

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

m GIRoA cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition retrograde and powerbrokers almost certainly view GIRoA as the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF almost certainly continues to

maintain the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against Coalition Forces and escalate attacks with no warning. Most observable indicators
reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability—ts#rRerFe-tisA-Ries-

USCENTEOM FOLA 210517 ; ; ; 000SEBRET/ARBII0-UEAFVEY—
1COD: 20210607 | Classified by:  (bys) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on:-56X-HEM-



mmmmmmm



—SECRET/7HES-P//ORECON-USAOY/NOFORN-

AFCHARISTAN: Indiczieis ef Cellzpse - President Chani Replacing Secunily Leaders

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 11 JUN 2021

! (b)}1)1.4c

Ghani is attempting to streamline C2 to gain battlefield awareness
and direct operations at the cost of security forces’ operational
independence.~s/ReEFertsAFres—

MAY: Ghani replaced four of seven corps commanders, the Police
Special Unit Commander, and Deputy Minister for Security since
early MAY. 123 sgm (b)(1)1.4c, (b)(6)

(b)(1)1.4c

Security leadership changes are causing disruption and discord
among senior security leadership, potentially undermining
cohesion of the force. 1 wFr

Mid-MAY: ANASOC Commander (b)(6)
frustrated with numerous unimportant requests from NSC and NSA
Mohib for his time during high operational periods. sz '

Late MAY: AAF Commander (b)(6) angered by (b)(1)1.4c
receiving operation orders from Ghani's inner circle and not
through proper channels.®+sx#H

Late MAY: Senior military leaders lamented palace interference;
cited NSC “Tactical Meetings” and a. lack of buffer between
themselves and policymakers. «s4Rero-vepriey
. AAF - Afghanistan Air Force | ANASOC - ANA Special Operations Command | NSC - National Security Council | NSA - National Security Advisor
Ghani likely intends to emplace leaders he can directly influence and trust to implement his vision for security. These
personnel changes are unlikely to impact the U.S. retrograde; Ghani’s unilateral appointments risk exacerbating perceptions that he is consolidating power
and excluding other stakeholders from key political and security decisions. (s#nm-
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J22-Afghan Threats | (b)(6)

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY , @ observed @ Portially

GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP s/mevvousa-nien

GIRoA and powerbrokers continue to balance government cohesion with regional interests while ANDSF
retention challenges continue resulting in the following indicators: tafre—rotei—rves

O President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists
TS RECTOUSAFVEY)

O Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA (s//REL T0 UsA, FVEY)
G Reduction of donor funding sxsa—re-usarves

Q Desertions/defections+sxre-To-ueAeg-

Q Flight of leadershiptsyrerFotisicrves

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION

TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL BALANCE MAINTAINING MILITARY
PRESSURE ON GIROA AND ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN
INTERNATIONAL FAVOR BY APPEARING COMMITTED TO THE PEACE

Herat Ig

PROCESS tsrre-vousaren- .NW
Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against foreign forces and :.I_';Antv'l'ﬂt.
warn other countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks [ Hg | !
against GIRoA/ANDSF demonstrate continued intention to take power
by force ~s4ReL-TFo-ysa-Fves
Ca
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric4s4ReLFousA-AEa— P Dwyu:r

Focus operations along GLOCS 64ReLTe-HeAvEg-
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations
R S B

EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE

INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM

{6/ RECTO-UBATFVEY

(b)(1)1.4c, (b){1)1.4d

I(-andallar
Alrfield

Mazar-e
Sharif

WhHATTO
VWATCHL FOIR

12 JUN 2021
@ Not Observed
~+S/HRELTOUSA EVEY).
Bagram
Alrfleld
FOB Fenty
Kabul @7 FOB
Security - _H:mlnr! =
Center -
I
FOB(
Chapman

_L_ Transferred to Afghan
=5 Control/Closed

é Locations of U.S.
Personnel

— Ring Road

(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)1)1.4c

(b){1)1.4c

e (S BN VI R

GIRoA cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition retrograde and powerbrokers almost certainly view GIRoA as the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF almost certainly continues to
maintain the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against Coalition forces and escalate attacks with no warning. Most observable indicators

reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. rrre—revat—rves
1coD! SBGEM YRS by:  mus) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Deciassify on: 2046064+

part of any

FBAWIrmn( Natics. This product contin FISA source matsrial. Recipients may ntuse FISAderived matenal in any ciminal procesdng. use FiSkderrved material as
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4 AFGHANISTAN: Assessing Indicators of ANDSF Collapse s rouss ccus

J22-Afghanistan 17 JUN 2021

; OBSERVED INDICATORS
A
1 APR - 15 JUN ()

(b)(1)1.4c

Afghanistan Special Security Forces
refuse to reinforce Dowlatabad,
Faryab causing retrograde from the

district center. 37 tsyrrerrerterRstra—

(b)(1)1.4¢c

ANA Corps refuse to conduct
operations without SOF support, 38

39 {5 REETOHG ARG (b)(1)1.4c

Two Afghan Air Force pilots depart
the country; two Afghan Air Force
leaders arrange for family relocation.
40, 41, 42 (SAARELTO-USA-REY

(€ IMPLICATIONS OF ANDSF COLLAPSE ON AFGHAN STABILITY 4554 .

Largely uncontested Taliban assaults on major population centers. 4sAHRE-Fo-USA-NATO-RSMA)
Increased hedging behavior from powerbrokers/militias to defend parochial interests. (s4REFo-USA-MATO-RSMAY
Public confidence and support for Kabul declines. {s4#RE-Fa-usaNaFo-RSMA)

Most Dangerous Course of Action: Multi-polar ethno-sectarian civil war; violence and instability threaten remaining U.S.
forces and interests, including CT objectives. 4s4ReETo-u6AaToRSMA

ASSESSMENT
—The Taliban’s 10 campaign, combined with the U.S./NATO withdrawal, likely is psychologically impairing ANDSF’s will to fight at

the lower ranks and is fueling desertions/defections. ANDSF’s loss of territorial control in rural areas and manpower deterioration over the past 60 days
increases risk of collapse within the next 6-12 months. (S RELFO-HSA-NATO-RSMA-

ICOD: 2ozmé’i'%°FH§s%%%"d%%'A 3(8?1rDen‘ved from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: SOX=HHM I
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AFGHANISTAN: TBSL Decentralized Attack Authority Maximizing Gains . e

J22-Afghanistan Threats 21 June 2021

@ TBSL DELEGATES MOST MILITARY DECISIONS TO
MAXIMIZE VIOLENCE AND SEIZE TERRAIN ¢-esousnren TALIBAN SIGACTS SINCE MAY sssusraen
\h”() b7 ]

UZBEKISTAN

(b)(1)1.4¢
(b){1)1.4c CHINA

TURKMENISTAN

MAY - 13 JUN: The Taliban reportedly took control of 46 districts, including

multiple districts adjacent to Kabul; ANDSF have retaken three, 56.7289.10
= REETFO U HATO RN

{b)}(1)1.4c
PAKISTAN
(b)(111.4c

® Provincial Capitol
SIGACT
=== Highway1
Provincial Boundary

CF-Coalition Forces | HKIA- Hamid Karzai International Airport | TBSL - Taliban Senior Leadership |PC - Provincial Capital | TMC - Taliban Military Commisslon

ASSESSMENT
(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1.4¢ Taliban operations and amnesty policy almost certainly will drive additional territorial gains and allow them to reequip fighters with seized
assets, positioning them for larger operations to seize provincial capitals and possibly Kabul following the Coalition withdrawal ~ssssrevesrcs

ICOD: 20210614 | Classifled by (b)(B) FISA Warning Notice. This product contains FISA source material. Reciplents may not use FISA-denved matenal in any eriminal proceeding. use FISA-derved matenial as part

Deryssi@unirtialaseuces | Declassify on: 56%3-Hu: of any acticn, or U.S. person related FISA-darived material to any foreign government witheut prior approval of the U.S. Attorney General %MW
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Tracker Start: 6 May

Fallen District Centers.,

J22-Afghanistan (b)(6) 25 June 2021

INTERNALAFGHAN STAB“_ITY w . Observed O Partially O Not Observed

GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP
Rapid Taliban battlefield gains are shaping powerbrokers’ and GIRoA leaders’ hedging behavior

undermining government cohesion and exacerbating ANDSF retention challenges resulting in the
following Indicators: tsresesearvas

District, Pravince Date
6 May to 20 June: 77 Events

. President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists
TYrRECTO USSR

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA (s//rReLTo usa FvEy)
O Growth in IDPs/Refugee Migration e eecserersrmr
G Desertions/defectionsraersevaien

Q Flight of leadershipsssaiouss oy

O ANDSF refusal of orders wxserevsrses

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ,,

TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL BALANCE MAINTAINING MILITARY PRESSURE ON
GIROA AND ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR BY APPEARING
COMMITTED TO THE PEACE PROCESS +s-sas0usanen-

Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against foreign forces and warn other

SINCE LAST UPDATE: 24 June

® OPERATIONAL REPORTING
+. NEUTRAL OSINT

countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks against GIRoA/ANDSF @ TALIBAN CLAIM
demonstrate continued intention to take power by force. fssatevesrics REPORTED PAST 24 HOURS
(O RECAPTURED BY ANDSF
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric-srreresacren
. Focus operations along GLOCSsyeel 10uss sy
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations «s«as.touss oy JQLIBANCLAIM NEUTRAL GSINT ORHEEDRTING REGAFTURED BY. ANDSE
13 15 84 2
Note: This product only addresses District Center cantrol, not overall district control. There may be some districts where
mERNAL ACTOR I N FLU EN c E W) the Taliban effectively maintain control, yet GIRoA/ANDSF still hold the District Center.
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM
—tSFREETOUNCYEN)
(b){1)1.4c

(b)(1)14c, (b)(1)1.4d

Tracker ICOD: 1700D 24 June

S BRI

GIR0A cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition retrograde. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIR0A, but likely are beginning to question whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual
interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity is declining. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against Coalition forces and escalate attacks with no
warning. Most observable indicators reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. (s4RETo.uss-aEy

1COD: HMEQBETCOUFIARE051T)(6) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on:-26336624
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| AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

Sources:
1 (S77REETO-YSAYEY) Resolute Support; SAR Daily Rollup; 241700D JUN 21; (S/7REETO-HSANATERSMA) Fallen District Center Tracker; Overall classification is S/7RECTE-USATATO-RSMA
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AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Loss of Public Confidence in GIROA /zx:ouen sy

Vo) S e

o c,o\'\“\ J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 25 JUN 2021

@ POPULACE CRITICAL OF GIROA LEADERSHIP«nn "¢ iit A

failed Ghani administration.

‘ ‘ I support the message of Mr. Atta
Mohammad Noor, who called for
unity between themselves and

Protests, minority calls for improved security, and tribal

" , . . . ; ; Marshal Dostum and me, within the
dfssqt:sfactron aimed at Ghani-led GIRoA almost certainly will 99 franenorkof Ui Islamic Republlc,
CONLINUE. 4 RELFo-HEA-REY- ~ Gul Agha Sherzai
» MAY-JUN: Multi-day protests in Faryab and Badakhshan involved e Laatierof the Barakzal Eashitun e ~Mohammad Mohaqqeq
violence; demanded changes to Provincial Governor :::pf:f:g';‘::;:h::;f;:?::tﬁtﬁw Leader of the Peaple’s Islamic Unity Party
appointments, security, and government services.123 that our people will make attemptSon
> their own to ensure thelr safety, 99
(bY(1)1.4c "'Hazara MP from Kabul

@ ...LIKELY WANT NON-TALIBAN GOVERNANCE <77y

A unified republic, even via non-constitutional means or with
negotiated concessions (arms, funding), very likely provides Afghans
the best opportunity to confront the Taliban and secure international
financial Support.«s7//recreusaFver-

> 15 JUN: Mohaqgeq supported unity with Atta Noor and Dostum;,
within the framework of the Islamic Republic.5t<syA-

» 13 JUN: Khallili said Hazaras seek cooperation from the National (b)(1)1.4c
Security Council, international allies, and the government.” )

>

(b)(1)1.4c

ASSESSMENT
The populace almost certainly will continue to criticize the rapid deterioration of security, GIRoA’s control of local institutions,

and Ghani's war strategy. Degraded security and continued uncertainty over long-term international support almost certainly will continue to erode public

confidence in GIRoA, set conditions for an extra-constitutional transition of government, and possibly increase the risk of instability and civil disorder.
G R G S N BN

ICOD: 202108 BCENISOMFIA ?&)-(%17 000187 06/23/2023
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Tracker Start: 6 May

Fallen District Centers .,

122-Afghanistan (b}6) 28 June 2021

District, Province Date

/"\‘2 6 May to 22 June: 100 Events

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY ., @ observed @ Partialy () notObserved

GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP
Rapid Taliban battlefield gains are shaping powerbrokers’ and GIRoA leaders’ hedging behavior

undermining government cohesion and exacerbating ANDSF retention challenges resulting in the : %
following Indicators: wraesrevsrres A ‘84 ‘ et 2 470} /\

. President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists
AR

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA (s//reLTo usa Fvey
O Growth in IDPs/refugee migration s+ resevsres
. Desertions/defections errecrecs—rven

G Flight of leadership exaavetsarives

Q ANDSF refusal of orders s recrevsrren

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION .,

TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL BALANCE MAINTAINING MILITARY PRESSURE ON
GIROA AND ATTEMPTING TO RETAIN INTERNATIONAL FAVOR BY APPEARING
COMMITTED TO THE PEACE PROCESS-tsrramrovsren

SINCE LAST UPDATE: 25 June

& OPERATIONAL REPORTING

Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against foreign forces and warn other . NEUTRAL OSINT
countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks against GIRoA/ANDSF # TALIBAN CLAIM
demonstrate continued intention to take power by force.rexrectetanrres REPORTED PAST 24 HOURS
© RECAPTURED BY ANDSF
G Increasingly aggressive rhetorics+ratosvssras
. Focus operations along GLOCS ssssaseuesres—
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations wxre=resesren ALIBAN GLAIM NEUTRAL OSINT O RERORTING RECARTURED BY ANDSE
22 18 92 12
Note: This product only addresses District Center control, not overall district control. There may be some districts where
EXTERNAI. AcTOR IN FLU ENC E [{] the Taliban effectively maintain control, yet GIRoA/ANDSF still hold the District Center.
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM
A SFREETOUIA VSR
(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1:4¢, (b)(1)1.4d

Tracker ICOD: 0700D 27 June

el
GIRoA cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition retrograde. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but likely are beginning to question whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual

interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity is declining. The Taliban almost certainly can resurme operations against Coalition forces and escalate attacks with no
warning. Most observable indicators reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. #REFo-usa-Fen

1COD; MEQBSTC OUFEOIARE051B)(6) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on-20346627 Oﬂﬂ%mm’#aw









AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse: Local ANDSF/Taliban Collusion ..

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 1JUL 2021

l@ ANDSF/TALIBAN LIKELY COLLUDING s @ LOCAL COMMANDERS LIKELY FEELING PRESSURED s

ANDSF local commanders negotiating with the Taliban at Mounting pressure due to leadership:failures, morale, and resupply issues
the tactical level to protect personnel and secure safe likely is contributing to ANDSF local. commanders negotiating directly with the
passage from contested areas, handing over military Taliban. tsyrecretsarven-

bases, CPs, and equipment.—ssre-ro-tsirrer

Late JUN: ANA base commander surrendered a base in (b)(1)1.4¢

Jowzjan following secret negotiations with the Taliban,!
~(S//REETFO-HSATFYER-
Senior ANA official claimed provincial-level government officials are

encouraging defections/surrenders; likely officials who oppose President
Ghani. 8+sprereusnres—

ANDSEF failure to resupply troops likely leaves local commanders with limited
options other than surrendering/abandoning posts. %eus

(®)(1)1.4¢ CRITERIA FOR ASSESSING ANDSF/TALIBAN COLLUSION (s/rswrousa susy-

(b)(1)1.4c
COLLUSION INDICATOR DEFINITION: This indicator monitors ANDSF
tactical/operational leadership coordinating with the Taliban to
negotiate surrenders, handing over military facilities and equipment
or shifting support away from GIRoA, enabling Taliban goals, and/or
assisting Taliban military campaign. <S/REEFE-USA-FEY-

ASSESSMENT CP - Checkpoints

Battlefield conditions likely are driving the collusion at the tactical level. No evidence brigade level or higher
ANDSF leaders are colluding with the Taliban against GIRoA or that there is a broad-based shift in ANDSF leaders’ loyalty to GIROA.  (b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c SN
ICOD: 20210625 ERABHERIESIABIB)517 000192 ~06/23/2023
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) A GHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 2JuL 2021

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY ., @ obseved @@ Partialy (O NotObserved

GIROA IS UNLIKELY TO COLLAPSE AND THE ANDSF LIKELY WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH
INTERNATIONAL FUNDING THROUGH SEP s1naseusteven
Rapid Taliban battlefield gains are shaping powerbrokers' and GIRoA leaders' hedging behavior

undermining government cohesion and exacerbating ANDSF retention challenges resulting in the
following indicators:~sse=sewerrvag

WHATTO

-- )

"_’_.,_.......—-..-—\_,-"

. President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces them with loyalists
(S RE T rEY)

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIR0A syseretanrsren
O Growth in internally displaced persons/refugee migration wxrasevetves
. Desertions/defections srrectesanrren

@ Flight of leadership rrreecremserven

O ANDSF refusal of orders sxacsesssae

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ..

TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE ON GIROA AND
PRIORITIZE ENGAGING POWERBROKERS AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS IN [T B Hetd DC
PURSUIT OF GIROA SURRENDER «sunasouensin NewTe o
Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against foreign forces and warn other Selzed DC
countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks against GIRoA/ANDSF ROUTES
demonstrate continued intention to take power by force if necessary~s+resresearven e Contest
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric sy recredstren === GIRoA
3 === Taliban
. Focus operations along GLOCs suser1ouss siey)
@ GIRoA Held BCP|
@ Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations wrecrovorrver @ TB Held BCP

Fallen Pistict Cenlers

EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE « the Talban ool maini contol et GIRoA ANDSF il ot the DisiesCamtr.
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANTTO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM
U FRECTOUSGTVEYT
{b){1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

ASSESSMENT

_ GIRoA cohesion very likely does not pose a threat to Coalition retrograde. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but likely are beginning to question whether GIR0A is the best option to secure individual
interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity is declining. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against Coalition Forces and escalate attacks with no
warning. Most observable indicators reflect existing conditions and are not a change to the overall threat to Afghan stability. s/ recFovsarrer

1000 BRI EERAES Foye) | Derived from: Multipie Sources | Declassify on: 26326781 COOLEERER A0 LsA FYEY
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& 9. AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .

Sources:
1 {SAREL-TO-USA-FVEY) Resolute Support; SAR Daily Rollup; 0118000 JUL 21; {SA/RELTO-USA-NATO-RSMA) Fallen District Center Tracker; Overall classification is S/AREEFO-HSA-NATERSMA
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update ..

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 14 JUL 2021

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY , @ ovsened @ Partialy (O Not Obsenved _ WHATTO
RISK OF GIROA COLLAPSE INCREASES FOLLOWING AUG WITHDRAWAL

DEADLINE, ANDSF LIKELY WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH INTERNATIONAL . , . WATCH FOR.,
FUNDING THROUGH SEP spserousaren - ] ;
5 Minimal Risk ‘ S : !
Rapid Taliban battlefield gains are shaping powerbrokers' and GIRoA leaders’ © modorato Risk Z Baogaa
hedging behavior, undermining government cohesion and exacerbating ANDSF @ Sovero Risk - ;

retention challenges, resulting in the following indicators: sssreve-serrven

President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces
them with loyalists syrecroussren

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIRoA
ey

O Growth in internally displaced persons/refugee migration (s//ReLto usa Fven
. Desertions/defections-s4rasousaney

O Flight of leadership wsymecrovscrver

O ANDSF refusal of orders tspre-vevsarey)

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ., _— ———— | _
TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE ON GIROA AND o New Tallban gk
PRIORITIZE ENGAGING POWERBROKERS AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS __ i " Seized DC Fallen District Centers..
Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against remaining foreign forces and / (@ Setting conditions for effective '_ G'I-";Ois e " e e bais
warn other countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks against GIRoA /_i attacks in Kabul City i 5
4 . - & S 2y a
demonstrate continued intent to take power by force if necessary. e rerovsared pa—_— @ Spin Boldak / Chaman Border © GIRoA Held BCP 189 Kahmard, Bamyan 12 JUL
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric ssmatousaney) Crossing captured by Taliban © Taliban Held BCP 190 Sayghan, Bamyan 12 JUL
@ Focus operations along GLOCswmerrovarren @ sustained TB pressure in Ghazni 101 Arghandab, Kandarhar 12 JUL
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations 4s4mawrousasvey) ey Malistan, Ghazni 12 JUL
Note: This product anly add District Ce I, I district control, Th be districts wh T 4 A
EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE ., the Toliban cfectivey ainain contcl, yet GIROA/ANDS il hold the Distiet Comer, o 9 Chahar Sadah, Ghor
Pur Chaman, Farah
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM : e B
sa Khel, Khos 31U
196 Alingar, Laghman 13 JUL
(B)(1)1.4c 213 total district centers held by the
(b)Y(1)1.4¢, (b)(1)1.4d Taliban

196 seized by the Taliban since 6 MAY
18 of the seized district centers retaken
by ANDSF Tracker ICOD: 1700D 13 JUL

mﬁ’o}\ remains functional, but very likely is susceptible to cascading events which could trigger a collapse in authority and civil order with little to no warning. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but
almost certainly are questioning whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF probably maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in pricritized areas, but capacity and morale are declining and
limiting overall effectiveness. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against remaining Coalition forces and diplomatic personnel and escalate attacks with no warning. <s+Re—Fro-vea-ries-

1CODAZBCENTCOMBENALIBIS(B)(6) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: 20810712 Oﬂ%ewmm







AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

J22-Afghanistan | (b)}8) 20 JUL 2021

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY @ obsenved @ Partially () NotGbserved WHAT TO
RISK OF GIRCA COLLAPSE INCREASES FOLLOWING AUG WITHDRAWAL

DEADLINE, ANDSF LIKELY WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH INTERNATIONAL WATCH FOR.,

FUNRING THIROUGH SEP wreswmeoe- O Miniml Risk : TB-GIROA AGREE TO SPEED UP
Rapid Taliban battlefield gains are shaping powerbrokers’ and GIRoA leaders’ @ Moderato Risk : e f M NEGOTIATIONS (c//nerrouer ruevs

hedging behavior, undermining government cohesion and exacerbating ANDSF @ severe Risk i

retention challenges, resulting in the following indicators: s rerreterrren

President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces
them with loyalists ooy

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIRoA
e

Idam Qafs
O Growth in internally displaced persons/refugee migration sieetovss ey
. Desertions/defections gseeseuemsiey

@ Flight of leadershipsmerromsrreen

O ANDSF refusal of orders yresrevearves

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION errnerd

TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE ON GIROA AND

PRIORITIZE ENGAGING POWERBROKERS AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS e
IN PURSUIT OF GIROA SURRENDER tsysretrousarven- A

I Taliban Held DC

@

New Taliban
Seized DC

ROUTES

Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against remaining foreign forces and Z. @ Gomal, Pakiik === Contested

warn other countries against allowing attacks from thelr soil; attacks against GIROA —~& mal,.FaKixa === GIRoA

demonstrate continued intent to take power by force if necessary.ssmetavs: sy @ Torkham Gate, Nangarhar —. G:’:Ii:;n wace
0A Hel

O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric sxaaseussvens ® Taliban Held BCP
. Focus operations along GLOCS sexreesesrss
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations-ssrecrecsarees

Fallen District Centers.,

EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE ., Okt vty sk o GIRGAANCAE W T g T e e e o e
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANTTO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM : District, Province Date
19 Jul
19 JUL
(b)(1)1.4c
(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d - - + 203 total district centers held by the Taliban
197 seized by the Tal since 6 MAY
26 of the seized district centers retaken by
ANDSF Tracker|COD: 1900D 17 JUL
GIRoA remains functional, but very likely is susceptible to cascading events which could trigger a collapse in authority and civil order with little to no warning. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but

almost certainly are questioning whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity and morale are declining,
limiting overall effectiveness. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against remaining Coalition forces and diplomatic personnel, and escalate attacks with no warning.s4/ae.Tousa fuey.

ICODASSCENTTAMBEIAILIS1Tb)(6) | Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on-2032672+ 000125 AERAANPRTO-USAFVEF-






J22-Afghanistan

_D_IPLO MATIC

The Taliban is becoming more demanding in talks;
states are hedging on whether GIR0A will survive,rsmw=

(b)}{1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

(b)(1)1.4c

# International condemnation of Taliban violence.

» Security assistance support to ANDSF and
Afghan Security Forces Fund.

» GIRoOA visit to Europe or NATO, similar to recent
White House visit, to demonstrate confidence in
GIRoA.

» Kinetic strikes in defense of Kabul or in
response to Taliban encroachment on Kabul
(that could put diplomatic presence at risk).

» Increased kinetic strikes on the Taliban.

» Assurances on food and fuel to avert potential

InForRmaTION

The Taliban's 10 is exacerbating low morale, which is
contributing to cascading battlefield setbacks and
amplifying negative regional optics ~ss—

Taliban 10 is further demoralizing ANDSF beyond
battlefield losses, fueling public perceptions of U.S.
abandonment.® wsse)

(b)(1)1.4¢c

Mid-JUL: The Taliban released a message calling for
provincial capitals to surrender without a fight to avoid
choas and loss of life in order to preserve cities as
they are assets of Afghanistan’s future.? e

AFGHANISTAN: Confidence Shaken by Pressure Across the “DIME” Spectrum .. ..

M_ILITARY

(b)1)1.4c

The Taliban made gains in' multiple provinces as GIRoA
security leaders scramble to develop a strategic plan
to halt Taliban momentum. w«aetowes asis

JUL: The Taliban control more than half of Afghan

districts; isolated numerous provincial capitals, 1011
TN

Mid-JUL: Senior ANSDF officials are unable to develop
a unified plan to counter Taliban pressure, consolidate
forces, and prioritize protection of key provincial
capitals; U.S. and Coalition mentoring required to help
develop cohesive strategy.-swe 2

26 JuL 2021

Economic

Afghans are concerned about loss of customs revenue
after the Taliban seized border crossings; food and fuel
shortages growing in areas where the Taliban controls

GLOCs, 45w

Seizure of border crossings and GLOCs allows the Taliban
to control/tax imports; flow of commerce into cities. 1©
RECTO U FYEYT

Taliban's control of key roads around the country is
disrupting ANDSF logistics/resupply efforts; some
provincial capitals isolated from Kabul. v

Early JUL: President Ghani posited goal of the Taliban's
northern offensive was to cut off Afghanistan economically
from Central Asia.*! ssei)

GIROA'S POSSIBLE OPTIONS:

» Contrast GIRoA's history as a reliable partner on
donor nation’s core interests in Afghanistan with
the Taliban's lack of assurances on those same
concern,

» Increase messaging on GIR0A's collaborative
success improving Afghanistan’s national
infrastructure and providing public services,

» Prioritize defense of provincial capitals, particularly
those that border Kabul.

» Prioritize defending/retaking key terrain, GLOCs,
and Taliban staging areas adjacent to Kabul.

humanitarian crisis. ~S/7REETFOUSATFVEY) » Press national level guasi-legal bodies to resolve
core Issues and forge political unity.
ASSESSMENT =
GIRoA almost certainly will need continued international support across the DIME spectrum to retain domestic and international legitimacy and weather Taliban pressure. Economic pressure, particularly in the food and

fuel sectors, likely presents the greatest risk to overall GIRoA viability as food and fuel shortages increase the likelihood of a humanitarian crisis. s reverru)
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_ AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,
122-Afghanistan | (b)(6) ¢ 28 JuL 2021

INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY . Observed O Partially O Not Observed T REETO BRI NATO - REMA) i B

WhALTO :
RISK OF GIROA COLLAPSE INCREASES FOLLOWING AUG WITHDRAWAL i { i
DEADLINE, ANDSF LIKELY WILL REMAIN COHESIVE WITH INTERNATIONAL WATCLh FOR,, 5 -
FUNDING THROUGH SEP ¢snesovsnnen ik Nt
Rapid Taliban battlefield gains are shaping powerbrokers’ and GIRoA leaders’ © modorate Risk
hedging behavior, undermining government cohesion and exacerbating ANDSF @ sevore Risk
retention challenges, resulting in the following indicators: srrerotverven

President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces
them with loyalists exrectewsren

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements outside of GIROA
(SrRECTOUSFYER

O Growth in internally displaced persons/refugee migration syreLtousa rven (b}(1)1.4¢

@ Desertions/defections swsecieveniies
O Flight of leadership sxsaseussrss
O ANDSF refusal of orders exreieueren Hetbvod ahe

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ., B Taiiban Held e
TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE ON GIROA AND T —
PRIORITIZE ENGAGING POWERBROKERS AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS i Seized DC
IN PURSUIT OF GIROA SURRENDER (snesousaren ROUTES
Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against remaining foreign forces and - === Contestsd
warn other countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks against GIRoA @ Kapisa and Laghman PV === GIRoA
demonstrate continued intent to take power by force if necessary. s aerossreg (@] Kand.ahar City Ts.ll;:mlld nda
@ Increasingly aggressive retoric amecrowserren | @ _SHiiighan BC, lonaja © Taliban Held BCP

FFallen Disttiek Ceulers

. Focus operations along GLOCS @xsesoverris . .
Note: This preduct only addresses district center contrel, not overall district control. There may be some districts where
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations/other negotiations rmesrotasrven the Taliban effectively maintain control, yet GIRoA/ANDSF still hold the district center.

EXTERNALACTOR INFLUENCE .
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANTTO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM s7rmetrovsscrven

(b)(1)1.4¢c
(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

ARSI GIRoA remains functional, but very likely is susceptible to cascading events which could trigger a collapse in authority and civil order with little to no warning. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but

almost certainly are questioning whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity and morale are declining,
limiting overall effectiveness. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against remaining Coalition Forces and diplomatic personnel, and escalate attacks with no warning. s« touss asn.
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Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: 26460727 !



AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Powerbrokers Undermine GIRoA Update

IC 7 /NELTAIICA TVITUL
N/ f Mk S Loy e ]

Ny J22-Afghanistan 30JUL2021

ENSURING INFLUENCE IN STRONGHOLDS
(BHRELTOUS-RED

Powerbrokers calibrated efforts and minimal resources to ; y

protect ethnic bloc from advancing Taliban forces. Key Afghan

AS A RELTOL ARG Abdul Rashid Mohammad Abdul Rasul Mohammad
Dostum Moaohagqeq Sayyaf Atta Noor

Powerbrokers ., (Uzbek) (Hazara) (Pashtun) (Tajik)

(b)(1)1.4c .
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar ~ Ahmad Massoud Ismail Khan
(Pashtun) (Tajik) (Tajik)
This is an update to our previous assessment in Powerbrokers Undermine GIRoA published on 15
MAY. Indicator changed from Moderate to Not Observed As4ReFo-Heh-Ris-

Powerbrokers requested resources from GIRoA and received
little to no assistance; struggling to maintain fighting force.
(S REETOHSAFYEY-

( = \POWERBROKERS FRUSTRATED WITH GIROA
~SREETFO-USA-FYEY-

(b)(1)1.4¢

(b)(1)1.4c

AR S I

(b)(1)1.4c

000204 06/23/2023
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

L oo J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 5 August 2021
INTER NAL AFGHAN STAB"."Y - . Observed O Partially o Not Observed P el A \r |' l , /.-{ ‘ .l u ¢
Vit/a ' ‘
RISK OF GIROA COLLAPSE INCREASES FOLLOWING AUG WITHDRAWAL DEADLINE, i t o
ANDSF COHESION INCREASINGLY AT RISK (orsrecroveicren . 3 WATCL IFOR,., & .-
Rapid Taliban gains are shaping powerbrokers' and GIRoA leaders’ hedging behavior  Minimal Risk s —
and exacerbating government and ANDSF challenges: srrecrovanrren © Moderate Risk
. President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces 21JUN @sermem Rk
them with loyalists ssxhesseserren
. Powerbroker arrangements outside GIR0A s+sassusrrven 21JUN
O Growth in internally displaced persons migration spseteversres 21JUN
. Desertions/defections erecresanrven 281UN
O Inability to secure provincial capitals e asreus—res sAUG eKde
O ANDSF refusal of orders sessecseserrv 25 JUN
THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ., [ Taliban Hela be
TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE WHILE PURSUING New Taliban
GIROA SURRENDER (srecvovssceven Seized DG
Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against remaining foreign forces and — Contested
warn other countries against allowing attacks from their soil; attacks against GIRoA ~ "***%%4 = GIROA
demonstrate continued intent to take power by force if necessary. ssrasousssay = Taliban
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric spreretscren 19 APR © GIRoA Held BCP (b)Y{1)1.4¢
£ @ Taliban Held BCP
. Focus operations along GLOCS rsrmectovansvery 21JUN
o Note: This product only addresses district center control, not averall district control. There may be some
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations s recteverrren 13APR districts where the Taliban effectively maintain control, yet GIRoA/ANDSF still hold the district center.
i1 = . H T 1. ) s
Fallen Distiicl Cenlers.,
EXTERNAL ACTOR INFLUENCE .,

INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM (cnrovesnven

(b){1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c, (b)(1)1.4d

ASSESSMENT - y . . ; : y . P = = e . : : 2 "

— GIRoA remains functional, but very likely is susceptible to cascading events which could trigger a collapse in authority and civil order with little to no warning. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but
almost certainly are questioning whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capability to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity and morale are declining,
limiting overall effectiveness. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against remaining Coalition Forces and diplomatic personnel, and escalate attacks with no WaIning. -ssRetousa-neg-
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 10 August 2021

- . QObserved O Partially o Not Observed
INTERNAL AFGHAN STABILITY WHAT TO

RISK OF GIROA COLLAPSE INCREASES FOLLOWING AUGUSTWITHDRAWAL .
DEADLINE, ANDSF COHESION INCREASINGLY AT RISK srrsecrovsnen WATCH FOR,,
Rapid Taliban gains are shaping powerbrokers' and GIRoA leaders’ hedging behavior © Minimal Risk TALIBAN OPERATIONS INCREASING RISK
and exacerbating government and ANDSF challenges: srerassmrved . © Moderate Risk 3 T0 NEO EFFORTS
F . . . . Savere Risk B oo &
. President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars and replaces 21 June ®
them with loyalists ssraseveriven
@ Powerbroker amangements outside GIR0A sassesserey 21 June
@ Growth in internally displaced persons migration wmecTosscrven 9 August foriast
. Desertions/defections ssaerevss sy 28 June
. Inability to secure provincial capitals rrecterss—rver) 9 August
O ANDSF refusal of orders-exaessesersven 25 June

Taliban Held DC

THREAT GROUPS/FORCE PROTECTION ..,

TALIBAN/HQN LIKELY WILL MAINTAIN MILITARY PRESSURE WHILE PURSUING
GIROA SURRENDER sz rauss ey

Taliban messaging continues to justify attacks against remaining foreign forces and B

New Taliban
Seized DC
ROUTES
==== Contested
=== GIROA
=== Taliban

@ Nejrab District
(@ Parwan Prison

warn other countries against allowing attacks from their soil. Attacks against GIRoA ~ Ass®ssed - (@ Mazar-e Sharif ® GIRbA Feli P
demonstrate continued intent to take power by force if necessary. wsrrre—rerssrrrer ® Taliban Held BCP
O Increasingly aggressive rhetoric mrmerromscren 19 Aprl @ Taliban Held PC (6)
- Tier1(0)
@ Focus operations along GLOCs myrectovarrrer 21 lune - Tier2(3)
- Tier 3 (3]
O Withdrawal from Afghan peace negotiations s resrevsrven 19 April B F " D- t o t c t
e Note: This preduct only addresses district center control, not overall district control. There may be some a en I S rlc e n 5 {U}
districts where the Taliban effactively maintain control, yet GIRoA/ANDSF still hold the district center.

EXTERNAL ACTOR |NF|.U ENCE o : Since Laf?t Update on.OQ AUG:
INDIVIDUAL EXTERNAL ACTORS PREFER AFGHAN STABILITY; RELUCTANT TO FILL A POTENTIAL SECURITY VACUUM (ssaaoussnen

(b}{1)1.4¢c
n since 6 MAY
(b)1)1:4c, (b){1)1.4d ‘

27 of the s strict cen etaken by

ANDSF

Tracker ICOD: 0700D 09 AUG

m GIRoA remains functional, but very likely is susceptible to cascading events which could trigger a collapse in authority and civil order with little to no warning. Powerbrokers remain nominally aligned with GIRoA, but
almost certainly are questioning whether GIRoA is the best option to secure individual interests. ANDSF likely maintains the capabliiity to conduct national-level defensive operations in prioritized areas, but capacity and morale are declining,
limiting overall effectiveness. The Taliban almost certainly can resume operations against remaining Coalition Forces and diplomatic personnel, and escalate attacks with no waming. sxacseserrcs
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AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Powerbroker Qutreach .z«

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 13 August 2021

GlRoA Sends Mixed Signals to Powerbrokers ¢srervousa-ruey-

Powerbrokers losing confidence in GIRoA’s ability to support

their powerbase likely to drive them to deals outside GIR0A.
S REFO-HSA Y-

10 AUG: Ghani meets with northern powerbrokers to discuss (b)(1)1.4c
security situation and improve GIRoA/Powerbroker
coordination.t )

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c

ASSESSMENT

Powerbrokers likely assess the current trend in Taliban victories and minimal support from the government threaten their
power bases and likely are more susceptible to external influencers. Powerbrokers likely have little capacity to change the current security environment
without substantial external support; flight or alignment with Taliban would expedite potential GIR0A collapse.-s4reLTo-usa -~y
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

J22-Afghanistan | (b)s) 16 August 2021
PR —— 7 AR ; i — i

Froge M owhse T
WAk ok, Y-

@ Abbey Gate L IS P
- | Central $_upply Depot

@ Runways ; ShErre ,, @ é
Camp Gibson

(3 CrRAM - T, o Gibso

A5/ RELTO-USAFVEY)

(b}(1)1.4¢

M Embassy
B Supply Depot
- Main Supply Route
Secondary Route
Enhanced Security Zone
| Green Zone
Government Facility
[T Police District

1S77REETOUSA VEY) |

{)' .
FETNEL

(b){(1)1.4c

PD16
BLACKBURN

(b)1)1.4c

BOLTON: I
CRAM - Counter Rocket Artillery Mortar | HKIA - Hamid Karzai International Airport | USEK - U.S. Embassy Kabul
ASSESSMENT

The current situation likely presents high risk to HKIA force protection due to chaotic security environment and possibility of malign actors comingling with Afghan civilians.
Sporadic attacks on or near HKIA are possible and may be unsanctioned by Taliban senior leadership. The Taliban likely will seek to re-establish law and order in the city over the next 24-48
hours, potentially allowing for the orderly withdrawal of remaining diplomatic staff. The Taliban may seek to restrict Special Immigrant Visa departures, creating a friction point. s5RexFo-usA-FEy-
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J AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .
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Coordinated with: AFC-Q (formerly CJIOC-A), USFORA FWD
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AFGHANISTAN: Daily Update .,

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 24 August 2021
' ] ' ' i
y ™ A0 4 e
I SHEFFIH..D 8 S PO 18 ) S . —{57REETOUSATFVEY) \'\'/'IC“ [:U li L i
PO Last Images 20 August 2021 x by -
e SHIE .
skl : j SHEFFIE Sy A PD 19
Karzal International Airport (HKIA) : @0
] i 33
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5 : ]
: A ee e | 7Y
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gd:‘(’ %04‘9}(6 @{‘ < ] : @ Taliban checkpoint (46)
o 5
hé%‘m &7 N : I @ Taliban roadblock (12)
Presidential palace ; -y s TN @ Notassessed (4)
PD Z&P‘\ > & & Hamid Karzai International Airport entrance/exit point
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HKIA - Hamid Karzai International Airport | USEK - U.S. Embassy Kabul
ASSESSMENT

ISIS-K remains the most dangerous and likely threat to forces and civilians at HKIA, While the Taliban has expressed no intent to attack Coalition Forces during the withdrawal, Taliban senior leadership’s patience and
willingness to cooperate almost certainly will end after 31 August. Afghans reaching HKIA likely will continue decreasing as the Taliban increases security on major routes and restricts those without foreign visas. Desperation likely will increase as
31 August approaches, eclipsing the ability of some Taliban checkpoints to control the flow of civilians attempting to reach HKIA, almost certainly increasing the risk to the final stages of evacuation and retrograde operations. s re—retstrren

icop: i 6)
Derived from: Mui l?;ﬁe Em%:‘g yfb P,(assl'ly on;: 264G4231 DDDU&G&%’,’&Q@E—M&W



Page 82 redacted for the following reason:

(bY(1)1.4¢, (b)Y(3)S0USC3024(1)

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517 000215 06/23/2023



31 August 2021
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HKIA - Hamid Karzai International Airport | USEK - U.S. Embassy Kabul

ASSESSMENT

restart airport operations quickly as they attempt to reach agreements for technical assistance,
(B)(1)1 4¢

Dorned R A Soer PBLE Ly an-2eecese-

In the aftermath of the foreign military exit from HKIA, ISIS-K attacks likely will remain a persistent threat to civilians, HKIA civil operations, and Taliban government buildings. The Taliban very likely will struggle to
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AFGHANISTAN: AN DSF combat Capacity I.ikely DECIining {S//RELTC LUSA NATD nSma)

7 J22-Afghanistan | 22 FEB 2021
@ ANDSF CAPACITY TIED TO INTERNATIONAL ENABLERS cecoceceosons

Multiple Periods of Evolution... .... Affected Force's Ability to Mature - re—sovsrrves

* Nascent ANDSF: Unable to fill security void; insurgent reemergence 5 * Operations heavily Coalition reliant 1 v

« Coalition Surge: ANDSF developed reliance on enablers i sowacs ¥ “Ghost.Soldiarer,g NPITCRALRE Torte StEangth 2 mmemanumae:
. ) ;i » Corruption, patronage politics an added complexity 8-eyrateusionsm-
~ Gl lo SEdEt Betorsie gastiicdenelaped <iag % Coalition drawdown, peace negotiations, political landscape
* Re-posturing: Systemic shortfalls threaten viability 67 syrerevaeen P g il P
% Coalition Withdrawal: US/TB agreement reduces US airstrikes,
advisory touchpoints 1.1

@ FACTORS WHICH SHAPED ANDSF EVOLUTION .c.ccosovescs

AMF HANDOFF TO A NASCENT ANDSF

« Coalition combat operations

increasing levels of uncertainty 910 merrovsrrren—

— COALITION WITHDRAWAL*

. 2020 US/Taliban P
COALITION HANDOFFTO ANDSF e aei

* Regularized militias into a national army under a + ANDSF “in the lead,” but dependencies continued * Reduction of US operational
centralized C2 structure * US draw downs surge, postures for transition to RS support

* Provincial Reconstruction + US - GIRoA sign Bilateral Security Agreement 2425.26 * Stressed logistics, overreliance

= Kabul-centric training on AAF/SOF

* Transition to COIN in 2009 1516.17.18,19 . (b)(1)1.4c

SURGE OF INTERNATIONAL COMBAT TRAINING EFFORTS RE-POSTURING THE ANDSF

* Increased deployment of US/NATO trainers + Insurgent rural gains, threatening of population centers
* Robust combat training program * Reconstitution of the Corps
* 352K force structure * Overreliance on ASSF

<% New Development as of FEB 2020 * Coalition focused on enhancing ANDSF leadership, « Reinvigoration of combat training efforts 27.28.29.30

combined arms, training, and maneuverability 20.21.22.23

mM%NDSF combat capacity is likely declining due to the International footprint reduction and perceptions of the political landscape.
This is a change to our 2018 assessment that ANDSF development plateaued based on consistent levels of international support. Reduced capacity
risks ANDSF’s ability to perform modern security functions, threatening its capability to retain control of key population centers in 2021 ~sysresausa sy

ICOD: 20210205
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GOVERNANCE (u)

PEACE NEGOTIATIONS
(U)

)
=
e
=]
o
|
77

ASSESSMENT Ny

J22-Afghanistan

2020 OVERVIEW

17 MAY 2020: Ghani and Abdullah reached political agreement
to settle contested 2019 election; both control half of Cabinet
appointments and Abdullah became head of new HCNR 1

World Bank predicted Afghanistan GDP likely to contract 5.5
percent to 7.4 percent in 2020, primarily due to COVID-19
impacts 2

24 NOV 2020: Donors conference reduced Afghanistan civilian
aid to $12 billion over four years, down from $15.2 billion
pledged in 20186, citing Afghanistan's uncertain future 3

29 FEB 2020: US-Taliban peace agreement signed 4

GIROA released over 5,000 Taliban prisoners to fulfill steps
needed to begin negotiations with the Taliban 5

Early DEC 2020: Adopted Code of Conduct allowing discussions
to progress on reduction-in-viclence and future government
structure supporting Taliban integration” w

Ghani issued Joint Order 125; protects population centers while
projecting willingness to negotiate with the Taliban B ernerovermes

Defense activities focused on small-scale operations and

interdiction Lsprecreveniver

ANDSF SOF and aviation assets were overtasked; stressed
logistics structure 1%syeatousa ey

16 MAR 2021

2021 OUTLOOK

Continued US Presence

Ghani likely will attempt to further centralize

the government and diminish powerbroker
influence syrerrovscrveT :

Ghani almost certainly will suppress calls, to

form interim government, removing GIRoA

officials who express supportfor such calls W

Afghan economy likely <to shfink..due to
reduced donor investments and COVID
impacts potentially threateningfood security w

Pace of negotiations. likely will remain slow;
unlikely to:produce a settlement in 2021 e
FOHSAFYEY)

GIRoA . committed to Afghanistan Peace
Negotiations as it offers the best chance at
Lensuring future aid «pe-sevenswen

: ATaIiban may abandon talks if leaders
conclude participation will not secure US
withdrawal-srecrouserven

Aviation support for sustainment and combat
operations, intelligence, force generation will
remain systemic challenges +«wrerovsarves—

(b){(1)1.4¢

ANDSF conducting preemptive operations to
counter  anticipated insurgent violence
INCreases wyaesevsarver

HCNR - High Council of National Reconciliation

~Further

Impact if US Withdraws

Powerbrokers likely will align with Ghani to
maximize resources and hedge against potential
Taliban return to power exretevemmey

reductions in international funding
would inhibit GIRoA's ability to meet current
budgetary requirements / obligations «syrecrevss
FVEn)

GIRoA will increase diplomatic outreach to
international and regional powers to offset
financial and security shortfalls<sxresevenren

Potential for ethnic division and militia
mobilization to protect and advance parochial
interests, even at the expense of GIRoA control
e e e i and

Political elites and powerbrokers may negotiate
individual peace deals with the Taliban to protect
personal interests-eprecvovermes

Increased regional pressure to reach a settlement
that ensures internal stability~srrecreoacrer

Leaders likely would question US commitments
under the Bilateral Security Agreement, leading
to a further reduction in confidence-syrecrevenrren-

Likely increase in potentially destabilizing
hedging behavior by ANDSF members «exmerroses
e

US withdrawal absent a reduction in violence
between GIRoA and the Taliban would
exacerbate abandonment fears and intensify
reactions wumsseusineg

ncertainty around negotiations, a potential US drawdown, donor commitments, and the future of the Afghan

government likely will degrade public confidence in the stability of the Afghan state. The impact on ANDSF morale and retention probably will
negatively impact force capability to improve the security situation, further complicating GIRoA efforts to negotiate from a position of strength.
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AFGHANISTAN: Taliban Gaining Tribal Support for Kandahar Offensive s/ ze rouss, e, oy

g J22-Trans-Regional Human Terrain | (b)(6) 28 APR 2021
@ TALIBAN POPULAR SUPPORT LIKELY GROWING
Some tribal leaders are facilitating agreements to support the Taliban {57/ RELTO-USANATO-RSMA)

offensive in districts surrounding Kandahar City,

DEC 2020: Alikozai tribesmen bolstered Taliban in Arghandab and Panjwai
Districts; some locals guided Taliban logistics through Kandahar.s.s sqaesveuas,
NATO RSN

DEC 2020: Tribal leaders in Arghandab and Daman pledged to build support

for a Taliban offensive; directed by the Taliban to message the population.r

JAN - FEB: Noorzai tribesmen aligned with the Taliban because of perceived
harsh ANDSF treatment of Noorzai prisoners and a lack of government
representation; elders feared Achekzai-Noorzai tensions enabled Taliban
recruitment?213

@ TALIBAN OUTREACH INCREASINGLY EFFECTIVE

Tribesmen aligning with the Taliban likely expect.. preferential
treatment from the group post Coalition withdrawal. <syserovsnrare-rammar

OCT - NOV 2020: The population took queues from Alikozai tribal elders to
support the Taliban; feeling more secure with Taliban in the area; wo =
tribesmen assisted the Taliban hoping to become future Arghandab elders.:
S REEFOE S TR

DEC 2020: The Taliban assigned additional commanders with Alikozai tribal
ties to Arghandab to ensure the population’s cooperation.s is#rerre-usatatoRsMmay

NOV 2020 - FEB: Kandahar residents believed the Taliban will gain majority

control in 2021; ANDSF reported decreased cooperation from population.:za«
(S RECTOUSITNATOTRSINR)

[ District with large Alikozai population (u)
] District with large Noorzai population ) .

S ;’lj :‘.‘" —~——

Eal

joo KANDAHAR
PANWAT | --

(U) Alikozai tribal support historically has been critical to northern assaults on Kandahar
City, while Noorzai tribal support has been critical to western and southern assaults.

mddiﬁonai tribal leaders in districts surrounding Kandahar City likely will pragmatically increase support to the

Taliban and decrease cooperation with the ANDSF over the next six months. The Taliban likely will seek to integrate influential tribesmen into
the group and exacerbate tribal tensions to maintain influence over vulnerable populations while preparing for a Coalition Force withdrawal.

{SAARELFOHGANATO-RMSA)
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18 MAY 2021

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSING DESERTIONS/ DEFECTIONS ts1estousarsven

Not Retention and recrmtment is ab[e to keep pace with personnel loss assomated with
(b)(1)1.4c Observed QG[=EIgile] do not threaten force vi

CLLRLTEE R TR AR RN RS R RN EE AN AE R AR EEEA SRR A ARSRRANREE, sessssssnsaen

Desemons/defectlons adding up ‘to. four Tolays (approximately 500) of personnel : :
across the country within the past 60 days. A kandak (battalion) or higher deserts ori :
defects in a single brigade. . '

Desertions/defections addmg up to four kandaks (approximately 2,600) of personnel

. Observed

Factors driving desertions/defections are poor leadership, lack of pay,
deteriorating morale due to the Coalition withdrawal, inadequate combat

Scauép :pREOErI';,gS! elgrv, fﬂce{ggsup port, threats to family, and battlefield pressure. thl:::re Pl across the country within 60 days. A brigade or higher deserts or defects in a single
g corps.
APR: ANP members in Kandahar left checkpoints and quit after the
removal of police leadership, leaving ANA without assistance to e
operations. 1 4S4RELTO-USA-REY- : Since JAN, _ incidents of AS OF 7 MAY, NO CHANGE IN THE LAST 30 DAYS
—EARELTFO-UEARIEA—

defections/desertions in the
207" and 209" have outpaced
othercorps.2,

Pt L e

APR: Afghan Air Force pilot left Afghanistan after receiving threats from
the Taliban.2{S/4RELTO-USAREY)

(b)(1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4c 1/209

The Taliban’s aggressive information campaign is effective at compeﬂmg
ANDSF surrenders/defections. {S4RELFO-USA-REY

4/205 3/203
ANA Brigades'

2ats Strength S
(Based on APPS data 1w
as of 6 MAY)®

70-89 percent :

(b){1)1.4c 3/215 320

4/215 1/205
1/215

<69 percent

{E//REETO-USATNATOT RIMAY

e VR

(b)(1)1.4c

ACOUA 24 _OEAT FatalateLa ¥ | 0612342023
ACATAT LY S A e g

——————UJSEENFCOMFOH214-8547
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@ POLITICAL UNITY REMAINS

GIROA’S MAIN CHALLENGE
877 RELTO-USAFVEY

President Ghani is trying to unify elites and
powerbrokers under GIROA; personal agendas

and a lack of trust undermine his effort, (57REL
—FO-HSAHEY

Dostum challenged Ghani's authority when he
incited protesting of government-appointed
Governor in Faryab. <s/RecTousKFvEn

(b)(1)1.4c

Political elites remain skeptical; Ghani failed to

SECURITY ATMOSPHERICS
UNCERTAIN POST U.S. WITHDRAWAL

1

Afghan elites and international donors question

ANDSF’s post-Coalition viability. S44RE—Fo-HEA,
FUEY)

ANDSF lacks the capacity to assume control
over Coalition contracts; potentially
deteriorating resources and capability over time.
(S//RECTOUSATVYEY

Afghan civil society expressed concern ANDSF
could disregard human rights and become less
discriminatory in its tactics. (s/#REEFO-HSA-RVEYS-

8 JUN 2021

@ POTENTIAL PATHWAY FOR
FUTURE PEACETALKS (s/reLtousa mey)

Possible indicators of reengagement toward

peace talks between GIRoA and the Taliban

\S//REL TG USA, TYEY)

Creation of back channel communications
between GIRoA and the Taliban; establishment
of tangible development before publicly
announcing Progress. {SHReEFe-HeAFEY

Pakistan arresting/limiting Taliban freedom of
movement, potentially pressuring the Taliban to
negotiations. {SARELTO-USA-RIEY)

ANDSF halts and/or reverses Taliban military
advances.{54REETFE-HSA-PYEY)

follow through on past promises and R :
concessions. (b)(IN1. Taliban agree to a series of cease-fires with
beginning and end dates instead of one cease-
fire to end all fighting.tsxRE-To-deA—ven
e
g
S (b)(1)1.4c
T
§
&3
ASSESSMENT A lack of unity among political elites and ANDSF’s perceived weakness following the Coalition’s withdrawal almost certainly will

encourage continued Taliban military pressure and limit GIRoA's ability to negotiate from a position of strength in the near term. GIRoA and the Taliban are
unlikely to make additional political concessions and earnestly reengage in the peace process until a military stalemate is established. {S4RELTOUSA-RIEY)

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517
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" AFGHANISTAN: Taliban Emphasizing GLOC Control to Isolate Kabul : ... wosu

J22-Afghanistan Threats |

(b)(8)

9 JUN 2021

€A TALIBAN MANEUVERING
TO ISOLATE KABUL

=57/ REETO-USANATO-REMA}-

ANDSF RESPONSE

—{3//RECTO-USATNATORSMA)—

Taliban commanders continue to
pressure ANDSF units around Kabul,
likely positioning for post-retrograde
ENVIFONMENT. 13/REEFOHANATORSHAF

MAY: Taliban captured more than
four district centers in the greater
Kabul area, preventing ground
resupply and support to northern and

southern provinces.2346 (g one toues,
—HATORSMA—

Taliban have not resumed attacks
against CF, but strategically
positioned for an attempt to militarily
take over Afghanistan once CF
Withdraws. e ResTo-tsi-tFo-RSMAr

Taliban media will continue to
highlight battlefield victories in
propaganda, while aggressively
countering any criticism.”

{5 REETFO-HSANATO RS-

Wardak @

{:\:5 Qverrun district
centers in MAY

@ Taliban

~ encroaching on
Provincial Center

@ Taliban control segment of routes

into Kabul

@ Locally brokered ANDSF

surrenders

ANDSF’s capability to reinforce and
resupply vulnerable provinces likely

degraded as ANDSF overextended.
ARG SA AT RS M A

ANDSF conducting SF and attempting
resupply  operations in Logar,

Laghman, Baghlan, and Kabul.1°
(S RECTO- U MATO R

203" Corps contemplating reinforcing
checkpoints along Highway 1 in
Sayyidabad, Wardak, or retrograding
from the area; retrograde option would
threaten control of Highway 1 into
Kabul.t oo,

201t Corps repositioned ASSF to
eastern Nangarhar and will rotate
ASSF through western Nangarhar to
maintain pressure on Taliban/secure
GLOC. 13s1RetrartsaATo—RSMA-

Afghan Air Force redirected to support
217t Corps efforts in Baghlan-e Jadid,
temporarily halting operations in
Kunduz. sy rervo-usatwro-Romay

ASSF- Afghan Special Security Forces | CF - Coalition Forces | GLOC - ground line of communication

ASSESSMENT

The Taliban almost certainly will continue to encroach on Kabul and focus operations along main GLOCs, likely

avoiding actions that will negatively impact CF retrograde. The Taliban likely will amplify battlefield victories and surrenders to encourage
additional ANDSF defections and portray GIRoA as weak. Kabul likely will reposition ASSF units to defend populated areas under pressure and
key approaches to the capital, which very likely will cede additional rural and suburban terrain to the Taliban. (s Re—Fo-usa-NATo-RSHF
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&) PROPOSED COUNCIL

President Ghani is seeking to convene a new
leadership unity council to confer on
fundamental peace an~ iy jssues. 1

1 d

Composition expect 2ly 18
political leaders, r GIRoA
officials. 2<err

Proposed council o .nclude
the peace proces: ise and
security issues, & .t of key

IR

mlnlsteln AR

(b)(1)1.4c

& POWERBROKERS HESITANT

577 RELTO-USATNATO RSMA)

Powerbrokers consider consultation critical
as CF withdraw, but want Ghani to cede
some authority to the council. *
Mid-JUN: Level of decision-making authority
undetermined; proposal calls for ' one-
member-one-vote majority rule. > Semrr

As of MAY: Ghani says council will be

consultative, but final decisions are his. 7
A FMF—

(b)(1)1.4c

REQUIRED PARTICIPATION

Council success likely will hinge on the level of support
from key Afghan stakeholders whose involvement
Ghani has not yet secured

(b)(8)

14 JUN 2021

OPPORTUNITIES AND RISKS

An _inclusive, representative, authoritative
council could serve as a platform for
transitioning toward a governing relationship
with the Taliban that resolves the conflict. 12

7 g

—{S77RECTOUSATNATOT RSMA)

OPPORTUNITY RISK

Member's of Parliament
threatened by new
deliberative  body may
leverage local influence to

undercut GIRoA cohesion.

Creates a forum for key
stakeholders to determine
Afghanistan’s future.

Powerbrokers might use

Could serve to facilitate deliberative  process to
transition from GIRoA to a seek additional
new governing structure as concessions from Ghani,
part of peace settlement. gridlocking decision-
making.
Bu”d. : cpheslon by New council further
alleviating concerns  of ol
weakens Constitutional
powerbrokers who are
norms and local

frustrated with Ghani's

level of authority. perceptions of rule of law.

Excluded powerbrokers
may seek alternative and
parallel paths to secure -
interests at the expense of =
GIRoA cohesion.

Enables allocation of GIRoA
and ANDSF resources to
points of need through
discussion.

CF - Coalition Forces

ASSESSMENT

Ghani's effort to form this council likely remains largely aspirational as internal political divisions and competition

for influence impede its formation and effectiveness. Western support for the council may encourage broader participation by Afghan
powerbrokers who are calculating how best to navigate the CF withdrawal and secure their long-term interests. sy Re-ro-Hsa-NAaFo-fsi-
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AFGHANISTAN: ANDSF Capabllltles Update (5//RELTO USA, NATC, RSMA)

J22-Afghanistan 16 JUN 2021
Aanf LOSE CONTROL OF SEVERAL STATUS OF MAJOR ROADS AND CHECKPOINTS NATO-

GLOCs 1s77rerrousa naTo RSMAT 209% Corps 201 Corps

Sar-e Pul:

209"  Corps lost - three
. checkpoints in Sar-e Pul,
near the main GLOC serving
Sar-e Pul and Jowzjan. 5 -

Routes and Checkpoints Legend:
Checkpoint Status

& Operational checkpoints
@ Checkpoints lost as of 1 MAY
Usability of Main Supply Routes

Usable route
= Contested route

(b)(1)1.4¢

217" Corps .

[ - =

Laghman:

ANDSF casualties mount in
Alisheng District Center and

- Camp Najil; offensive

momentum lost due to lack

of air support. &

Early JUN: Ground forces stalled in )
Laghman due to high IED threat on ™= Denied route

RTE Nebraska.? ts/rRE—fo—tisa—naTo,
REWT

4 JUN: The Taliban overran ANDSF

outposts along stretch of Highway 1
that links 209" Corps HQ with 1%t

and 2" Bdes.3—(syRe—To—sh—NaTo,
—REMA

209%™ c_orps

207 Corps Badghis:

(Al ANDSF and GIRoA
= personnel departed
“|Jawand District during
| period of darkness 9/

JUN. 8

203" Corps

4 JUN: ANDSF lost Yakhchal Patrol Ghazm

Base, the last effective 215" Corps 203" Corps prioritizes
patrol base along the segment of Ghazni Provincial
Highway 1, severing key Center defense;

suffers from increasing Ghazni

215M/205M GLOC.? (s4RE—Fo—usA,
competing priorities. 2

—NATORSWHA—
ANA FORCE STRENGTH 215" Corps

As of 12 JUN, the ANA has lost approximately
4,200 personnel in five months, double the

205% Corps _

historical rate observed since 2015.114 12 Zabul:
Taliban freedom of movement
ANA Force Strength (Per APPS L~ 1 ‘ W Fielmand; . through Zabul enables
. asHkarean | NDS and ANP continue to increasing threat to neighboring

data as of 10 APR 2021; actual
on hand strength likely lower)
Helmand defense. 7

90% and above
70-89%
69% below

ASSESSMENT Current activity likely demonstrates Taliban intent to isolate and potentially assault multiple provincial capitals
simultaneously following Coalition Forces retrograde. ANDSF likely will need to prioritize defense of provincial capitals at the expense of

leavin, rural terrain vulnerable to Tali t G R O-HS - HATO- RS-
g al terrain vul 2%' f 59 ?e o Taliban capture due to anticipated logistics challenges. ARG BEsaEEEs

1COD: 20210508 l Classified by: (b)(6) | Derived from: Multiple Sources { Declassify on: 2646651+ —SEGREFALRELTC-USA-NATEREVIA

| clear Gereshk vicinity;
advisors assess 215"
cannot  project power
beyond immediate

Uruzgan Province. 10

Kandahar
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J22-Afghanistan

(b)(6)

@ TALIBAN PROGRESS srseetrovsucven

Likely Tallban objectives prior to shifting focus on Kabul.
S/ RETOUSAFVEY

AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview .

’LashkarGah

’Tarin Kot
.Qalat

Partlally Observed (Moderate):
Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading
to the provincial capital or the Taliban
contests control of a district center
directly bordering the provincial

capital.
[ ]Kandahar
?alr::a"yt) I‘“’ﬁ““’“d (Slgnlflca'mf):
i aliban block or seize control of
A\ Fube Hhum multiple GLOCs leading to the
’Ghazni provincial capital or the Taliban seize
a district center directly bordering the
A Mehtar Lam provincial capital.
Observed: Taliban is in control of all
key GLOCs leading to the provincial
@ Jalalabad capital or the Taliban seize more than

one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital.

The capture of these areas or surrounding GLOCs like
would not necessitate a direct threat to U.S. retrograde,
Hamid Karzi intemational Airport (HKIA), or the U.S.
Embassy; would increase the risk of GIRoA/ANDSF
Instability ~sA/RELTFO-LEA-VEY)

KABUL DEFENSE ¢/ rasousanmn
Indicators of ANDSF instability in Kabul

. Highway 1 blocked (Maidan Shahr)
I Rouite Utah blocked (Muhammad Aghah)
@ Highway 7 blocked
. Interdiction along reutes between Bagram and Kabul
. Increase in high-profile attacks in Kabul City
@ 111t .unable' to conduct sustal.nment 6pe'raﬂons

. Influx of Taliban fghters into distrlcts around Kabuleity

® infrastruoture being targeted/degraded
. Tal:ban propaganda mﬁlttated into Kabul Cﬂy
@ Risk to the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged
@ Risk to long term HKIA shut down

/BEL YO 1ICA, TVEY)

AFGHANISTAN - TALIBAN PATH TO KABUL {AS OF 21 JUN)

. Mahmud-e
arvar | 97 8 \?:..’-‘ ‘.2'
o e R
Bagram VERMONT, _
.

Kapisa

Tagab

by
o s, Parwan L
« o

T

Wohe Safi

< /ﬁqnway 2

|-

\,\ Dowlat Shah
.

‘Nangarhar 5
»

~"—"" Surkh Red

Wardak

Country Capdal
Provincial Caprtal

DCGB cofiocated with AUP HQ
DCGB cofiocated with AUP HQ.
abandoned or inactive
Battalion and below-s(zed polica
faciity

Battalion and below-sized police
faciity, abandoned of inactive
Battalion and below-sized pokca
taciity, destroyed of damantied

PukAlpm Battaton and above-sized facity
Company-sized faciity
Company-sized faciity. destroyed
of dismanlied

Platoon and below-sized faciity
Piatoon and bolow-sized facily.
abdandaned of Nactive
Piatoon and below-sized facily,
destroyed of dismantied
Main supply route
Secondary Route
Contested Route
— Provincial Boundary

District Boundary

Enomy intiated Altacks

Low

&t High

:z;oeb-mcmnc*

Branc

:‘Q WHAT'S NEXT?-s/snerovsnren

|

STAGE 2 STAGE 3

%> Taliban seeK'to control GLOCs in

» Taliban leverage control of GLOCs to | > Taliban begin to seize control of outer

districts diregtly conhéé‘lrhgto Kabul = infiltrate Kabul police districts; districts in Kabul Province
> Talrtg;ﬁ lsgja'ﬁaqam Corps outside of . distribute propaganda and facilitate > Taliban use high-profile attacks/civil
Kah{l‘t to deﬁadéfﬂNDSF high-profile attacks. . unrest to overwhelm ANDSF's crisis
: remegcement ¥ Taliban propagate 10 successto stage  response ability

> Taliban begin to stage men,
weapons, and equipment along

Q; _main Kabul supply routes

protest/demeonstrations in Kabul
» Taliban actively begin to interrupt
main supply ¢hains into Kabul

& Observed Partially Observed (Significant)

O Partially Observed (Moderate)

» Taliban garner control of ground
supply routes into Kabul

. Unobserved

23 JUN 2021

GIROA/ ANDSF s/marouss-rven

Indicators of Institutional Collapse (s//reLTousa, rvem

[ Flight of civilian ministerial leaders, provincial govemors,
members of parliament

’ President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars
and replaces them with loyalists

[] Powerbrokers undermine GIRoA by usurping government
authority or removing GIRoA officials

’ Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements
outside of GIRoA

I:] Reduction of donar funding to GIRoA
. Loss of public confidence in GIRoA's ability to provide stability
[CIRapid growth of informal IDP camps or refugee migrations

[ 1Flight of MOD/MOI leadership, general staff, or operational
commanders

[JRefusal of orders/unresponsiveness to Kabul civilian authorities
Unit desertions/defections
[]operational/tactical leaders deference to local power structures

. Collusion for forceful removal of President/civilian appointed
leadership.

DCallusion between operational/tactical leadership and the Taliban

Potential Accelerants sy aecrotusacrverr

»  President Ghani's »  Taliban shifts strategy to
resignation, assassination, focus on capturing Kabul
or death

»  Negative Taliban reaction >  Warlords capitulate or join

to remaining security the Taliban
personnel at HKIA/U.S.
Embassy
i) 537 'Cmnplﬂe dlplomatic 3 .Serlior ANDSF (bdgadaor
wlthdrawal | above) and subardinates
| caﬁimmaaminthe
| 'Taﬂban

The Taliban likely intends to isolate Kabul and increase high-profile attacks to pressure GIRoA into a political settlement favoring the Taliban. ANDSF almost certainly is capable of responding to high-profile attacks in
the national capital. As Kabul becomes increasingly vulnerable to Taliban operations, the risk to U.S. Embassy staff almost certainly increases. Upon the Taliban’s shift in strategy to focus efforts on the capital, conditions likely will degrade rapidly

with little warning. s recFo-vst-rres
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TALIBAN TARGETS DCS; GENERATING
MOMENTUM THROUGH 10 ¢syrreco-usa-nATo RSMA—

577 REETO-USATNATOREMA—

The Taliban is using DC overruns combined
with an aggressive 10 campaign to generate
momentum and weaken ANDSF morale and
CONESION. (SHRELFO-LSA-MATOREMA)

Throughout MAY and JUN, the Taliban
released numerous media statements
highlighting ANDSF surrenders and DC
overruns.t2-2-syrerreusanmro-Remm-

1 MAY - 15 JUN: The Taliban reportedly
overran more than 35 DCs; at least 30

E)urg)ortedl in earlx JUN, 4.56.7.8,9,10,
1,12,13,14,15,16,17,18, 19, 20, 32, 23,24,25,26, 27, 28, 29,

30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35,36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41
(S/4RELTOUSA_NATOREMA)

The Taliban likely is focusing smaller-scale
attacks on isolated DCs to limit massing
against larger targets prior to U.S.
retrograde; without an arrest in momentum,
Taliban leadership may consider larger scale

attacks on PCs prior to full retrograde.
(A RETFO-HEANATO-RENMA)

Samangan E{

  0. @
g”"@f“’éb \ 8

W@\
Wardark @ Logar .

Ghnr JDaykundi '

| /éb/! ©

23 JUN 2021

@ DC Overrun

(High Confidence)

(ui. DC Overrun

(Moderate Confidence)

DC Overrun

(Low Confidence)

@ Reported DC overrun;

ANDSF retain control

== Major Roads
H Provincial Capitals

- District Center | 10 - Information Operations | PC -Provincial Capital

ASSESSMENT

The Taliban likely is leveraging territory gained in 2020 to capture vulnerable DCs, particularly as ANDSF morale

wavers. The Taliban almost certainly will use seized terrain and material for offensives into neighboring districts; likely intent on isolating PCs

and ultimately launching assaults on cities post withdrawal sseeL1o.usa, nato, 2sma)
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J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6)

@ TALIBAN PROGRESS -/sarovennen

LIKELY TALIBAN OBJECTIVES PRIORTO SHIFTING FOCUS
ON KABUL (s11ractousaiy)

’ Lashkar Geh Partially Observed (Moderate):

’Tarin Kot
’Qalat

[ Jkandahar

l’Pul—e Khumri 1

e |

.Ghaznl

f , Mehtar Lam

@ Jalalabad

Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading
to the provincial capital or the Taliban
contests control of a district center
directly bordering the provincial
capital.4suReLTonss evey

Partlally Observed (Significant):
Taliban block or seize control of
multiple GLOCs leading to the
provincial capital or the Taliban seize
a district center directly bordering the
provincial capital. sprecro-usaiveg

Observed: Taliban is in control of all
key GLOCs leading to the provincial
capital or the Taliban seize more than
one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital. tsyrrestevenrven

The capture of these areas or surrounding GLOCs likely

would not necessitate a direct threat to U.S. retrograde,

Hamid Karzi International Airport (HKIA), or the U.S.
Embassy; would increase the risk of GIRoA/ANDSF
instability. vrrrecrevsarverr

K_ KABUL DEFENSE «-aoussen

INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
—{67AREFOUGA VRN

- Highway 1 blocked (Maidan Shahr)
[ JRoute Utah blocked (Muhammad Aghah) 7
_!. Highway 7 blocked (Sarobi)

'Ellnterdlcﬁon along routes between Bagram and Kabul ®2 1

@ Increase in high-profile attacks in Kabul City
@ 112" unable to conduct sustainment operations

5] _I_nﬂpx_df_‘l’alib_én fi;ghtgrs_ini(; dlstrlcis around Kabul cﬁy

..Alr infraslruc-:ture being targeted/degraded

@ Taliban propaganda infiltrated into Kabul City
. Risk to the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged
@ Risk to long term HKIA shut down
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GIROA/ANDSF ts/sserovsacrvenr

INDICATORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE (s/.en tausa svey

ANDSF Disposition Data as of 22 June.

@ WHAT'S NEXT? . ammusescn
izm!—

> Taliban seelto control GLOCsin > Taliban leverage control of GLOCSto > Taliban begin to seize control of outer

sty connécﬁng to Kabul | infiltrate Kabul police districts; districts in Kabul Province
» Taliban'| [solal ANA Corps outside of | distribute propaganda and facilitate > Taliban use HPA/civil unrest to
to dégrade ANDSF high-profile attacks (HPA). overwhelm ANDSF's crisis response

» Taliban propagate 10 success to stage
protest/demonstrations in Kabul

> Taliban actively begin to interrupt
main supply chains into Kabul

ability
» Taliban garner control of ground supply
routes into Kabul

We%ﬂons. ‘and equipment along
main Kabul supply routes

=517 7 change +/- @ Observed . Partially Observed (Significant) [ Partlally Observed (Moderate) (@) Unobserved

[ I Fiight of civilian ministerial leaders, provincial governors,

members of parliament

’ President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars

and replaces them with loyalists.

[]Powerbrokers undermine GIRoA by usurping government

authority or removing GIRoA officials

‘Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements

outside of GIRoA
[CIreduction of donor funding to GIRoA

~ Loss of public confidence in GIRoA's ability to provide stability

[JRapid growth of informal IDP camps or refugee migrations

[IFlignt of MOD/MOI leadership, general staff, or operational

commanders

[IRefusal of orders/unresponsiveness to Kabul civilian authorities

[Joperational/tactical leaders deference to local power structures

@ collusion for forceful removal of President/civilian appointed

leadership.

[CIcollusion between operational/tactical leadership and the

Taliban

POTENTIAL ACCELERANTS (syrrecvousren

>  President Ghani's >
resignation, assassination,
or death

>  Negative Taliban reaction >

Taliban

Taliban shifts strategy to
focus on capturing Kabul

Warlords capitulate or join

to remaining security the Taliban
personnel at HKIA/U.S.
Embassy
e > Complele dlplomauc Senior ANDSF (hrigade or
| withdrawal above) and subordinates
; capitulate or join the

ASSESSMENT

becomes increasingly vulnerable to Taliban operations, the risk to U.S. Embassy staff almost certainly increases. Upon the Taliban’s shift in strategy to focus efforts on the capital, conditions likely will degrade rapidly with little warning.
STty

1CODISEENIEIOFPBIRIsHSE by:  (b)(6)

| Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on:-28%1-204612231

The Taliban likely intends to isolate Kabul and increase HPAs to pressure GIROA into a political settlement favoring the Taliban. ANDSF almost certainly is capable of responding to HPAs in the national capital. As Kabul

COOBEEREFRERROUSA FVEY
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AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview (Cont.) . .o,

INDICATOR CHANGES SINCE LAST UPDATE (21 JUNE)

@ TALIBAN PROGRESS ::sasounon

LIKELY TALIBAN OBJECTIVES PRIOR TO SHIFTING
FOCUS ON KABUL:tsrre-reusarven

Observed: Taliban is in control of all

key GLOCs leading to the provincial
. Pul-e Khumri capital or the Taliban seize more than

one district center directly bordering

the provincial capital. srRe—seusaren—

Taliban gained control of Baghlan-e Jahid and Dahanah-ye
Ghori DTs, bordering Pul-e Khumri DT, along with Doshi DT
shifting between Taliban and ANDSF control over the last
WEEK. G4 REL TOLSA NATO REMAL

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517

@ KABUL DEFENSE (s/asovsren

INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
TS TRECTOUSKCIVEr—

[1 interdiction along routes between Bagram and Kabul

Taliban temporarily seizing control of Shinwari DT, Parwan
PV, and planning to establish blocking positions in Charikar

DT, Parwan PV, temporarily increases the risk to partially
overserved. (bY{1)1.4c

(b)(1)1.4¢c

2 July 2021

(. GIROA/ANDSF omssovscss.

INDICATORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE
{6 FRETOUEAFER-

' ’ Unit desertions/defections

ANDSF surrenders over the past week have resulted in
approximately a brigade worth of defections/desertions
over the last 60 days. This is an unsustainable rate of
desertions which threatens overall force viability if
Sustained, 1 ARELTOUSA NATO-REMA-

OOBERREHIFRANG-USA-FYEY
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AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Desertions/Defections Overview i sercue ner

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6) 12 JuL 2021

Afghan Personnel Pay System (APPS) strengths likely do_not reflect
| abandonments, desertions, and losses reported In-past two weeks; (577 REETO-HSATNATO REMA)
(b)(1)1.4¢ | force strengths almost certainly lower for units _l.'mder.beaw pressure,
especially in northeastern Afghanistan. (E/RELFO-UBA-REY

Battlefield pressures increased as the Taliban continued to capture district
centers and contest control of LOCs/GLOCs, resulting in ongoing
desertions/defections of security personnel. (yrreFertsrFver

JUN: 565 ANDSF surrendered after the Azrah District in Logar was overrun;
surrender likely due to long period without resupply.! s Rete-tarrven

Late JUN: In Faryab, 300 security personnel surrendered after
reinforcements did not show; 24 commandos and 16 General Command of

Police Special Units surrendered after isolation without ammunition.23 4/205 3/203 ANA Brigades’
{SHREETE-USA-FYEY) Sireugth
2/215 (Based on APPS data
as of 24 JUN)?

3/215 F2s
(b)(1)1.4c

4/215 1/205
1/215

70-89 percent o

<69 percent

ENDSF/GIROA are attempting to compensate for the loss of security
personnel through recruitment, retention efforts, consolidation of forces,
and reliance on militias to sustain combat effectiveness. GrReFe-bsAFvEs

MAY: GIRoA relied on militias to bolster defense; reinforced recruitment

and retention efforts to sustain combat effectiveness against Taliban. 67

SLNE)

JUL: (b)(6) requested recruitment of People's

Uprising Militia (PUM) into the Afghan National Army-Territorial Forces

(ANA-TF); President Ghani approved 30,000 new ANA-TF positions to (b)(1)1.4c
accommodate recruitment.® sy ResFe-usa—RomAy

JUL: ANA recruitment challenged due to lack of morale and increased

Taliban gains; GIRoA building PUM instead of funneling recruits into ANA,10
{SHREEFE-USAREY

ASSESSMENT Some brigade-level units likely are at risk of becoming non-combat capable over the next 90 days due to the rate of

desertions/defections threatening the viability of forces and combat sustainment. Taliban pressure very likely will continue to spread across the country as
the group takes district centers and threatens provincial capitals. s#reFo-usa-es—

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517 000240 06/23/2023
IC0D:20210708 | Classified by: (b)(6) | Derived from: Muitiple Sources | Declassify on: BOXI-HUM-
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@ TALIBAN PROGRESS -«.masvnnen

LIKELY TALIBAN OBJECTIVES PRIOR TO SHIFTING FOCUS
ON KABUL tsy7recrousacrver)

@ Lashiar Gan

@ 7arin Kot

@ rute khumi
’Ghaznl
,-{"-.Mehtar Lam

@ Jalalabad

The capture of these

Partially Observed (Moderate):
Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading
to the provincial capital or the Taliban
contests control of a district center
directly bordering the provincial
capital. (s//RELTO UsA, FVEY)

! Partially Observed (Significant):

Taliban block or seize control of
multiple GLOCs leading to the
pravincial capital or the Taliban seize
a district center directly bordering the
provincial capital. (s//ReL 1o usa, FveEY)

Observed: Taliban is in control of all
key GLOCs leading to the provincial
capital or the Taliban seize more than
one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital. (s//ReL To usa FVEY)

areas or surrounding GLOCs likely

would not necessitate a direct threat to U.S. retrograde,
Hamid Karzi International Airport (HKIA), or the U.S.
Embassy; would increase the risk of GIROA/ANDSF
instability. srrrecrovscrven

L

KABUL DEFENSE rsrretovecern
INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
{5/7RECTO UM FVEY)

. Highway 1 blocked (Maidan Shahr) +8
[]Route Utah blocked (Muhammad Aghah) 72

[Jinterdiction along

routes between Bagram & Kabul 1011

lI:I Highway-7 blocked (Sarobi) 115
lD Increase in high-profile attacks (HPA) in Kabul cny 1618

[ ] 114* unable to conduct sustalnment_ qperaﬂqns

i . lnflr_.zx of '_I'a_li_bah ﬂghtea_'s into dist_n;c_‘.ts around Kabul city
@ Air infrastructure targeted/degraded

. Taliban propaganda infiltrated into Kabul City

|DRisk of the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged
|DRlsk of long-term HKIA shut down
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. GIROA,/ ANDSF - masosennn

INDIGA'I'ORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE ts1na-vousasan—

|:] Flight of civilian ministerial leaders, provincial governors,
members of parliament

President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars
and replaces them with loyalists

]:] Powerbrokers undermine GIRoA by usurping government
authority or removing GIRoA officials

. Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements
outside of GIRoA

[“IRreduction of donor funding to GIRoA
~ Loss of public confidence in GIRoA's ability to provide stability

[IRapid growth of informal IDP camps or refugee migrations

[IFlight of MOD/MO! leadership, general staff, or operational
commanders

Dﬂefusal of orders/unresponsiveness to Kabul civilian authorities
’ Unit desertions/defections
[Joperational/tactical leaders defer to local power structures

.Cnllusnan for forceful removal of President/civilian appointed

Aerchi

B~ ~ —~ ' »
Muhammad T N Buiding cobocaled with AUPHQ g Battalion and above-sized facity
Chak-e Wardak Aghan \ / 4 B Dustrict Center Governmant © Company-saed tacdity
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a 8 District Center Govemment Platoon and below- Y.
v Butding. abandoned of inactive ' abandoned or inactive
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ANDSF Disposition Data as of 8 July.srecrevsntaroramsr

@ WHAT'S NEXT? 1 masoussoen
iﬁ!ﬁi_

> Taliban leverage control of GLOGsto > Taliban begin to seize control of outer
infiltrate Kabul police districts; districts in Kabul Province
distribute propaganda and facilitate > Taliban use HPA/civil unrest to
HPA. - overwhelm ANDSF’s crisis response
» Taliban propagate 10 success to stage  ability
protests/demonstrations in Kabul > Taliban garner control of ground supply
> Taliban actively begin to interrupt routes into Kabul
main supply chains into Kabul

> Taliban see trol GEOCs in

conhﬁé{ihg to Kabul

weapons, and equipment along
. main Kabul supply routes

Observed Partially Observed (Significant)

=517 7 change +/- @ O Partially

P

Elcollusion between operational/tactical leadership and the
Taliban

POTENTIAL ACCELERANTS -s/rnectoussrren—

»  President Ghani's »  Taliban shifts strategy to
resignation, assassination, focus on capturing Kabul
or death

»  Negative Taliban reaction »  Warlords capitulate or join

to remaining security the Taliban
personnel at HKIA/U.S,
Embassy
£» complete dlplomatic ‘Senior ANDSF (brlgade or
wfthdrawal above) and subordinates
~ capitulate or join the
Taliban

rEe B A

1COR) AQRARERBrb

35sified by  (b)(E)

(b)(1)1.4c

Derived from: Multiple Sources | Declassify on: 25X 20466768
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10 July 2021

INDICATOR CHANGES SINCE LAST UPDATE (30 JUNE)

. TALIBAN PROGRESS/masovensnen , KABUL DEFENSE .sve0.souss.am. & KABUL DEFENSE «/sasosciren
iy — & INDicATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL DY INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL

FOCUS ON KABUL. (symatouss nmyg

= Highway-T blocked (Sarobi) i:l Increase in high-profile attacks in Kabul City

Observed: Taliban is in control of all

2 key GLOCs leading to the provincial The Taliban has increased pressure on Sarobi District by

. Kandahar capital or the Taliban seize more than seizing three bordering districts (Hisarak, Bad Pech; and
0'119 d"itf_"?t,cfnlef_ dilrectly bordering Tagab). The increased freedom of movement likely has
the provincial capiial. 5//ReLTo uER FYEN resulted in the intensification of attacks on CPs in Sarobi (o)1)142

Taliban gained control of Panjawai District, bordering and reported ANDSF surrenders. Although HWY-7 remains

Dand District. 1%syresre-tsitreRsn— open, the threat of interdiction is increased based on

recent Taliban gains.1%2% sureLTouss-SEY)

(\ INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
(7 RELTOUSVEYY

[IRisk of the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged
[1Risk of long-term HKIA shut down

{B)(1)1.4¢

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517 000%33 gzliﬁbgg
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J22-Afghanistan

@ TALIBAN PROGRESS - sewussmen-

DISTRICTS'I'HATARE CRITICALTO ANDSF'S ABILITY TO
DEFEND KABUL-srrrervovsnrves—

‘}?ﬁ AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview .. .....-

AFGHANISTAN TALIBAN PATH TO KABUL (AS OF 21 JUI.) s

’Maidan Shahr  Partially Observed (Moderate):
Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading
to the provincial capital or the Taliban
contests control of a district center
directly bordering the provincial

capital. 4 reFesearen

@ Vehtar Lam

@ Jalalabad Partially Observed (Significant):
Taliban block or seize control of
multiple GLOCs leading to the
provincial capital or the Taliban seize
a district center directly bordering the

provincial capital. exrecretaires

@ Charikar

‘P'-T"e Khumri Observed: Taliban is in control of all
key GLOCs leading to the provincial
capital or the Taliban seize more than

’ Aibak one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital4s«retousa e

The capture of these areas would threaten the security of

HKIA and the U.S. Embassy, but our ability to provide early
warning of their loss is diminished due to limited collection.
TPRE Tt e

@

Highway 1 blocked (Maidan Shahr) +©
|‘_“j Route Utah blocked (Muhammad Aghah) 2

INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
S/ REFHUSAVER

! . Interdiction along routes between Bagram and Kabul*® |

e e e e ]

' * Highway-T blocked (Sarobi) 1112 ]

E]Fncrease in HPAs in Kabul City 22%

. Al Bk unahle to conduct sustainmentoperations

. Air infrastructure targeted/degraded

@ Taliban propaganda infiltrated into Kabul Gity

[Risk of the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged
[JRisk of long-term HKIA shut down {57/ RELTE-USATRVENT
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| Change +/-

weapons and equipment along
*.main Kabul supply routes
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{ 1 Puie ‘Alam = Company-sized faciity, facility
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(0w 20 keomaters VIS | . ,f ! destroyed or dsmantied Distrct Boungary
ANDSF DIS PBSI“OH DATA AS OF 21 JUL issimarzousa uarornems
{ ¥
@ WHAT'S NEXT?-0r arovscren-
STAGE 2 STAGE 3

» Taliban use GLOC control to infiltrate > Taliban begin seizing control of outer
Kabul police districts; distribute districts in Kabul Province
propaganda and facilitate HPAs. » Taliban use HPAs/civil unrest to
disrupt ANDSF's crisis response
ability

» Taliban gain uncontested control of
ground supply routes into Kabul

ASARELTO-USAFVED-

stage protests/demonstrations in
Kabul

» Taliban actively begin to interrupt
main supply chains into Kabul

% Partially Observed (Significant) [ Partially Observed (Moderate) . Unobserved xCaptu(ed

22 JUL 2021

GIROA/ANDSF orrosserer-
INDICATORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE (s4sa10uss fey

D Flight of civilian ministerial leaders, provincial governors,
members of parliament

in the

President of Afghanistan removes lead
and replaces them with loyalists

ity pillars
[] Powerbrokers undermine GIROA by usurping government
authority or removing GIRoA officials

’ Powerbrokers/opposition seek independent arrangements
outside of GIRoA

DReducLion of donor funding to GIRoA
. Loss of public confidence in GIR0A's ability to provide stability
[JRapid growth of unofficial IDP camps or refugee migrations

[IFlight of MOD/MOI leadership, general staff, or operational
commanders

[JANDSF refusal of orders/unresponsiveness to Kabul civilian
authorities

’ Unit desertions/defections
[Joperational/tactical leaders defer to local power structures

@ collusion for forceful removal of President/civilian appointed
leadership.

[Ccollusion between operational/tactical leadership and the
Taliban —{5ARELTOUSAFVEY

POTENTIAL ACCELERANTS tsyrecrovsarven-

>  President Ghani's > Taliban shifts strategy to
resignation, assassination, focus on capturing Kabul
or death

> Negative Taliban reaction > Warlords capitulate or join

to remaining Coalition the Taliban
security personnel at
HKWU S. Embassy
>- (:omp!ete dlplomaﬁc ' >  Senior ANDSF (brigade or
withdrawal 1 above) and subordinates
i capitulate or join the
I oA/ RELTOUEA T, .Tahban

HKIA - Hamid Karzai International Airport | HPA - High Profile A \rza\.k

1cog;

L Sifef by:
Derived from.

(b)(6)

BRPELRRS
:Mult?uie Sources | Declassify on: 25X, 204667260
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AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview .. ...,

(@ KABUL DEFENSE /mesovereen
-

INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
P RECHOUSAFYER

“n cor
| v
TALIBAN PROGRESS omssosnener @ TALIBAN PROGRESS wuanicsoen
I.IKEi.YTALIBAN OBJECTIVES PRIOR TO SHIFTING FOCUS DISTRICTS THAT ARE CRITICAL TO ANDSF'S ABILITY TO
ON KABUL tsrerrovsarven DEFEND KABUL tsrraeciovonrven-
‘ Maidan Shahr Partially Observed (Moderate):
________ Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading
to the provincial c?pital or the Taliban
contests control of a district center
I’Mehtar g directly bordering the provincial
Y| e capital, tsrecTouserye—
National Kabul @ Jalalabad Partially Observed (Significant):
Taliban block or seize control of
biNIde Focus Focus multiple GLOGS leading to the
@ Charikar provincial capital or the Taliban seize
H a district center directly bordering the
We assess the Taliban provincial capital.~eprectessrsren
successfully isolated areas ) ) )
.P”"ﬁ Khumri Observed: Taliban is in control of all

L]

The capture of these areas or surrounding GLOCs likely
would not threaten U.S. retrograde, HKIA, or the U.S.
Embassy, but very likely would increase the risk of
GIRoA/ANDSF instability—s<asrousirm)

@ TALIBAN PROGRESS .«:oassunsmn

LIKELY TALIBAN OBJECTIVES PRIOR TO SHIFTING
FOCUS ON KABUL-ts77rectousa-rven

. Kandahar

Observed: Taliban is in control of all
key GLOCs leading to the provincial
capital or the Taliban seize more than
one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital. Ts7meCToUSCFET

Taliban gained control of Zarhey District, bordering
Dand District, and Spin Boldak District, containing a key
GLOC to Pakistan.?>rspreertovsrrotofom)

prioritized in its campaign
plan, and could shift its
operational priority to seizing

@ nivak

Kabul with little warning. We
are now focused on monitoring
indicators for this shift in
priority. (S//RELTO USA, FVEY)

TALIBAN PROGRESS cs/-necrovsinen

k LIKELY TALIBAN OBJECTIVES PRIOR TO SHIFTING
FﬂCUS ON KABUL 4sp/mavsovsanen

T

_Maﬁt‘#ﬂam

Observed: Taliban is in control of all

- key GLOCs leading to the provincial

capital or the Taliban seize more than
one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital, sxassesenrves-

Taliban gained control of Alisheng and Alingar Districts,
bordering Mehtar Lam DiStrict.?> sacisoueanazo—assm)

key GLOCs leading to the provincial
capital or the Taliban seize more than
one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital.tsyrrecrevscr e

(b){(1)1.4¢

@ Interdiction along routes between Bagram and Kabul

There has not been any Taliban progress in achieving this
goal the last two weeks; ANDSF has also decreased
pressure on the routes by securing DTs in western Parwan

PV, 2 itz

{ KABUL DEFENSE «/rerovsceen

L]

)¥ INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
I RECTOHSACFYEY)

" Highway-7 blocked (Sarobi)

The ANDSF lost control of multiple checkpoints/bases over
the last week in Sarobi District; intentional retrogrades
make up the majority of losses; however, the loss of
territory in the district, the loss of bordering districts, and
retrograde of equipment such as D-30s, indicates a
worsening security situation around Highway-7.2632
R e

KABUL DEFENSE «.sessuam

i\\ INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
T {SRRLIOUSAREY

[linfiux of Taliban fighters into districts around Kabul city

Reporting suggests fighters from bordering provinces are
returning from victories with cross-leveled men, weapons,
and equipment; as the Taliban begins to consolidate gains
in bordering provinces, the risk to districts on the periphery
of Kabul City will continue to increase.*4ssnmssuvss s

m The Taliban isolated a majority of provincial capitals along the Ring Road and took control of key border crossings adjacent to major population centers, almost certainly shaping the environment for a move on Kabul,
The Taliban almost certainly will increase political and military pressure to pursue a negotiated surrender of provincial capitals, while attempting to gain additional territory around Kabul. In response, the ANDSF likely will continue reinforcing
districts surrounding Kabul, consolidating defenses in Sarobi to protect Highway 7 and establishing new blocking positions in Kapisa Province. (ayrecrotsaves
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'  AFGHANISTAN: Indicators of Collapse - Flight of Leadership Overview Update . z.rouer ey

J22-Afghanistan | (b)(8) 23 JULY 2021

PREPARING FAMILIES

SENIOR SECURITY OFFICIALS PLANNING TO MOVE FAMILIES OUT OF
AFGHANISTAN S4RELTFO-USAFVEY-
Government and Senior security officials are planning for

degradation of security environment. There are no indications key
senior leaders have permanently departed. ssrsrousa-mniy

(b)(1)1.4c
MAY: (b)(6) requested U.S. N AN
support relocating herself and family, due to past assassination > N
\ 9
attempts and threats.? wexecvovenrves- N, d)‘ Australia \
. : . " S P )
JUNE: Gul Agha Sherzai feared for his and his family’s personal {57 REETEHEAFVER: g s

safety, due to Taliban retributions for his support to Coalition
Forces.34 suug

(b)(1)1.4c

GIRoA INCENTIVIZING OFFICIALS TO STAY
BERS OF GIRoA PLEAD RANKING OFFICIALS TO REMAIN IN COUNTRY
S/ RETFOUSATVEYS

Permanent departures of senior officials almost certainly will
degrade cohesion and overall functionality of GIROA. <sxrerretsarven

(b)(1)1.4c

JULY: (b)(6) incentivized parliamentary members to
stay in Afghanistan and not flee to other countries.” sy

JULY: PoA Ghani met with retired ANDSF officials to find ways to

protect territorial inteirity and national identity.? sy recsoverrven
Currently-observed leadership flights likely are not contributing to GIRoA’s degrading cohesion, but senior officials

continue to plan exit strategies, likely in preparation for expected Taliban offensives against provincial capitals and attacks in Kabul City.
Taliban successes against major population centers likely will trigger increased leadership flight moving forward. xre-re-vsaricy)

(V) FISA Warning Notice. This product contains FISA source material. Recipients may not use FISA-derived material in any criminal
Icoo: 202107153%%-5%9%0'&36}05*7 proceeding, use FISA-derived material as part of any investigative action, or disseminate U.S. person related FISA-derived material 000248 06/23/2023

Derived from: Mulitiple Sources | Declassify on:-5@-HuEM  toany foreign government without prior approval of the U.S. Attorney General.
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J22-Afghanistan | (b)(6)

@ TALIBAN PROGRESS «ocsousssen

DISTRICTS CRITICALTO ANDSF'S ABILITY TO DEFEND KABUL
1O RECTEUSCVEYT

@ Maidan Shahr  Partially Observed (Moderate):
Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading
to the provincial capital, or the Taliban
contests control of a district center
directly bordering the provincial

capital. srra-rouss—ren

‘ Mehtar Lam

@ Jalalabad Partially Observed (Significant):
Taliban block or seize control of
multiple GLOCs leading to the
provincial capital or the Taliban seize
a district center directly bordering the
provincial capital. xresororrives

@ Charikar

’Pul-e Khumri

@ rivak

The capture of these areas would threaten the security of
HKIA and the U.S. Embassy; our ability to provide early

warning of their loss is diminished due to limited collection.
TS/7REC TGOS, FVETT
I
\.\‘ INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
= :
" Highway 1 blocked (Maidan Shahr) 1€
[_]Route Utah blocked (Muhammad Aghah) 72

. Interdiction along routes between Bagram and Kabul©
- Highway-7 blocked (Sarobi) 1419

Observed: Taliban is in control of all
key GLOCs leading to the provincial
capital or the Taliban seize more than
one district center directly bordering
the provincial capital. tsrrecrooscrven

Gl

KABUL DEFENSE +nasosesren—

[lincrease in HPAs in Kabul City 2022

@ 11 unébleto conduct sustainment operations

[ Jinfluxof fighters into districts around Kabul city 24

@ Air infr_a_structure_tﬁge;ed/deg_raded

. Talibag propa_ggnda infiltrated into Kabul City

|:] Risk of the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged

[IRisk of long-term HKIA shut down {5 AREETOUSATVEY)

RSSESSTIEN

nﬁ AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview .

AFGHANISTAN - TALIBAN PATH TO KABUL (AS OF 28 JUL) oA
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AHDSF DISPOSITEDPIJ DATA AS OF 14-28 JUL RO
i'e WHAT'S NEXT? sseasvcnnen

STAGE 2 STAGE 3
> Taliban seek to control GEOCs in

> Taliban use GLOC control to infilirate > Taliban begin seizing control of outer
districts hor&anng Kabul Kabul police districts; distribute districts in Kabul Province

p= Talkbal‘l isolal I-\NA corps outside of = propaganda and facilitate HPAs. > Taliban use HPAs/civil unrest to
Kapw to blﬁck ANDSF reinforcement > Taliban propagate 10 success to disrupt ANDSF's crisis response

ity & stage protests/demonstrations in ability

.) Falibar begfn to stage men, Kabul » Taliban gain uncontested control of
weapons, and equipment along » Taliban actively begin to interrupt ground supply routes into Kabul

. main Kabul supply routes main supply chains into Kabul {5 RELTO-USATIVEY)

17 115 7| change+/- @ Observed

. Partially Observed (Significant) 1 Partially Observed (Moderatey @ Unobserved 3¢ Captured

29 JuL 2021

GIROA/ANDSF s ovsenen
INDICATORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE (s//na-souearven

D Flight of civilian ministerial leaders, provincial governors,
members of parliament

‘ President of Afghanistan removes leaders in the security pillars
and replaces them with loyalists

| @ Powerbrokers undermine GIROA by usurping government 1
1 authority or removing GIRoA officials

.Powerhrokers/opposltm seek independent arrangements
outside of GIRoA

[CIreduction of donor funding to GIRoA

. Loss of public confidence in GIRoA's ability to provide stability

[IRrapid growth of unofficial IDP camps or refugee migrations

[IFlight of MOD/MOI leadership, general staff, or operational
commanders

[JANDSF refusal of orders/unresponsiveness to Kabul civilian
authorities

’ Unit desertions/defections
[_JOperational/tactical leaders defer to local power structures

@ Collusion for forceful removal of President/civilian appointed
leadership.

[Jcollusion between operational/tactical leadership and the
Taliban —EAARELTOHEATRIEY)

POTENTIAL ACCELERANTS (s//rew 1o usa, ven)

»  President Ghani's »  Taliban shifts strategy to
resignation, assassination, focus on capturing Kabul
or death

»  Negative Taliban reaction »  Warlords capitulate or join

to remaining Coalition the Taliban
security personnel at
HKJNU S. Embassy
> Completediplomatc >  Senior ANDSF (brigade or
| wnhdrawal | above) and subordinates
| capitulate o join the
oy [ Teiken

HHIA - Hamld Karzai International Airport | HPA - High Profile Attack

ICORI R BRE-biAlagsdled by:  (b)(EB)
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AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview ... ...

CHANGES SINCE 21 JUL UPDATE

-
£ GIROA/ANDSF 1»/meousnren-
INDICATORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE ¢s1rna-toushrn-

. Powerbrokers undermine GIRoA by usurping government
authority or removing GIRoA officials

(bY1)1.4c

m The Taliban sustained focus on isolating and conducting probing attacks on major population centers,.shaping the environment for refugees to begin fleeing conflict areas. The Taliban almost certainly will increase

political and military pressure to pursue a negotiated surrender of provincial capitals, while attempting to gain additional territory around Kabul. in response, the ANDSF has demaonstrated moderate success in repelling probing attacks against
population centers over the short term.-s4ReLrouss g
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J22-Afghanistan | (b)6)
TA].IBAN PATH TO KABUL (AS OF 4 AUG) t-secsovonmorponsr
TALIBAN PROGRESS e ) ; 7 e, 7
——— ~ ! g Nuristan ... (&
D!STRIOTS CRITICALTO ANDSF'S ABILITY TO DEFEND KABUL ST £ /
AR AV — imaan N = Nurgofam A
N Hurgaram g
e glirt | % Dowlat Shah }\ y S
“En \ ]
’Maidan Shahr  Partially Observed (Moderate): g Cnila b o L "
Taliban block or seize a GLOC leading | ) AhSay ] S i
to the provincial capital or the Taliban Siyahgirg ) 3 % . 4 % LaENMRL ? !
Mehtar Lam contests control of a district center Gherband & ¢ W o ~;‘ _—
’ directly bordering the provincial / . s T ETamd o~ \Aushent g
capital, frmETousarEs N e 5 i [ -
s Tl D, 3 ) fP-aman 2
@ -eietabad Partially Observed (Significant): 77/ L] \“‘*I o fucir]  (Shalar 83 o Konesanl Bai
Taliban block or seize control of ) rven Lune | oaran TWEg Kabul DS‘;';;'?L ~d
multiple GLOCs leading to the o - "‘ﬂ_,i‘,_‘: I g > J"
rikar provincial capital or the Taliban seize Kakd ( B 8| .,.ﬁ' .
o°m a district center directly bordering the e it gt A BY | e
provincial capital.tssreerevenres /____ﬁ nats -‘N 3Am
“ oCh 59 Wuluswaliye gy R
‘PUI-e Khumri Observed: Taliban is in control of all \*’\-" ﬂ*”"""’z o . g °
key GLOCs leading to the provincial Nan garher ‘8.
— — — — — — — — 4 capital or the Taliban seize more than “"5""' L g @ Lanshe Roa /H,.: ‘ak °
I Aibak 1 one district center directly bordering Herkn we Bope ?‘ . 8
: oE | the provincial capital. exasressras Wardak / ) #‘-‘ib \ r
________ o ¥ 1 é. Muhammad ~nd Sherzad &
ie Aghah { y,
The capture of these areas would threaten the security of T (D ~ \;f I3 l.ugar\\" : 67.!..!’&
HKIA and the U.S. Embassy (b){1)1.4¢c N Chisiea Warak- T £ : ~{ KNUZAT pacniua  pen Bata
{b)}{1)1.4¢c q ‘\ Khosh !» (—'*”\’\’iﬁq\w hchin
4 g ] -0
N g —~—8 - Jofl ‘&‘ SOVl
KAB U L DEFERSE {EAFRELTOUEA-PER Ghazni \‘.\ Sayy =""“f {Barau Barak * i:uunllv Caoital — IAain supply route
& & Puke '‘Nam 7| ® Provincial Capital Sezondary Rout
" INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL A S R ¥ | @ cistia center Governvment Butding sotocaied wih AUP HQ - Gomested Route
4S4RELIOUSA REY— e e \‘ el & District Center Governmenl Building w= Talban-Controlad Routs|
z o AT — = o ] 10 20 Miles rm.., !!\ B mg:;s:n;mm Police HQ Provincial Boundary
. Highway 1 blocked (Maidan Shahr) 4 _; ~ . aci District Bourdary
10 20 Kilometers L"g N 58 ( B Active (Forces present) I Inactive or Abandoned [l Dismantied or Destroyed

[_]Route Utah blocked (Muhammad Aghah) 11

'@ Interdiction along routes between Bagram and Kabul *?
. Highway-7 blocked (Sarobi) 324~

| HPAs in Kabul City 2225

S e - — o]

| @ 114 Capacity to conduct operations

|E|Taﬁban contest distriots nk Kabul 2627 !

e e e e

. Air infrastructure targetedfdagraded ]
. Antj-GlRuA / Pro-TaIlban demonstranons in Kabul City

ANDSF DISPOSITION DATA AS OF 28 JUL - 4 AUG tsrsesoversroracisy

@ WHAT'S NEXT? 1 masosccncn
¥ Taliban use GLOC control to infiltrate > Taliban begin seizing contral of outer
districts bo?'éarmg Kabu Kabul police districts; distribute districts in Kabul Province
> Tallbgnisq{afém.ﬂ corps outside of | propaganda and facilitate HPAs. > Taliban use HPAs/civil unrest to
ik ANDSF reinforcement > Taliban propagate 10 success to disrupt ANDSF's crisis response
stage protests/demonstrations in ability
Kabul » Taliban gain uncontested control of
» Taliban actively begin to interrupt ground supply routes into Kabul

» Taliban seelto control ?LOCS in

) to stage men,
\d equipmentalong

5 August 2021

GIROA/ANDSF 1 msrossermn

INDICATORS OF INSTITUTIONAL COLLAPSE is/eatousa ney

(b)}{1)1.4c

POTENTIAL ACCELERANTS - azoustsen

»  President Ghani's »  Taliban shifts strategy to
resignation, assassination, focus on capturing Kabul
or death

Warlords capitulate or join
the Taliban

> Negative Taliban reaction yd
to remaining Coalition

security personnel at

HKWU S Embassy

[IRisk of the U.S. Embassy being seized or sieged & maug  Kabul supply routes main supply chains into Kabul AR TS PYEA—
Risk of long-term HKIA shut down RECTOTSRED o, e
- g : 17 1L "y Change +/- 9 Observed 4. Partially Observed (Significant) I Partially Observed (Moderate) @ Unobserved 3¢ Captured . SRR SRR S ey S
HKIA - Hamid Karzai International Alrport | HPA - High Frofile Attack
ASSESSMENT 7 T x : : o T A 7 5 N ] o " ] o
The Taliban is increasing efforts to assault and potentially gain control of provincial capitals in Helmand and Kandahar Provinces, while continuing to consolidate outside of Kabul Province. The Taliban likely maintains

the ability to shift operational focus to Kabul with little to no warning. ANDSF almost certainly Is capable of responding to HPAs in the national capital, demonstrated by its response to attacks on 3 AUG. Upon a Taliban shift in strategy to focus
efforts on the capital, conditions likely will degrade rapidly with little warning, almost certainly increasing risk to U.S. Embassy staff. (s4phero-usi-ren-
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AFGHANISTAN: Kabul Stability Overview ...

CHANGES SINCE 28 JUL UPDATE .,

TALIBAN PROGRESS .. ssou0ns0
{ @ KABUL DEFENSE 1 esrosonren

INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
— {5 A RRTOU AT

@ HPas in Kabui City 28-32

On 3 AUG an attack occurred near Bismullah Khan's house

(b)(1)1.4¢ in PD-10 and near the Iranian Embassy in Palice District-4,

Kabul City; this attack, following the assassination of a
Deputy Governor for Wardak Province in Kabul City earlier
in the day, indicative of the decreased securily situation.in
the City.?532 oneeresomfros-

USCENTCOM FOIA 21-0517

. KABUL DEFENSE eeavovanren
INDICATORS OF ANDSF INSTABILITY IN KABUL
A5 RETFOUSA-REH-

[ raliban contest districts around Kabul

Operational reporting indicates the Taliban attacked an
ANA base in Paghman District on 2 AUG; (b)(1)1.4c
(b)(1)1.4¢
(bY1)1.de  soneTousirveg-
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AFGHANISTAN: IDPs Likely Increase the Risk of Kabul Instablity ..o

J22-Afghanistan |

IDPS STRESS KABUL (v

The IDP population in Kabul likely grew as
fighting occurred in surrounding districts.

(S RETFO-HS A FYE

2 AUG: GIR0A pressed for the establishment
of IDP camps in urban and border areas due
to rising number of IDPs, according to a UN
report. 1 seummeTousarven

As of JUL: The Taliban leveraged IDP
movements and infiltrated IDP camps to
attack ANDSF. Residents in several provinces
fled to capital city centers as fighting
increased on the outskirts, 23 sxmersover-rvey

Since JUN: Thousands of IDPs fleeing
violence in their home province. Seeking
shelter and security in host communities in
Kabul. For some, Kabul is a secondary

displacement destination. 458 recrousirsms
NEO IMPLICATIONS (v

(b)(6)

10 August 2021

THREATS TO GIROA VIABILITY v

@ IDPCamps
* 0 USBase
S| 4 Aiport
e Primary Road
— Road

I Buit Up Area

— Province Boundary [}

= =
2  CENTCOM

e

IDP camp locations pulled from IOM data dated JUL 2020. Kabul
Province hosts approximately 650,000 IDPs and returnees.

NEO execution likely would increase public anxiety regarding GIRoA’s viability and risks civil
unrest as thousands attempt to escapesimpending violence. ANDSF likely will be challenged to
simultaneously manage increased IDP flows, civil unrest, and a deteriorating security
environment, almost certainly complicating the NEO operating environment. «sxresto-usaey)

GIR0A likely will struggle to provide security
and basic services as violence increases near
Kabul. srreretstren

4 AUG: The Taliban conducted a HPA against
the acting Defense Minister and threatened
more in Kabul. ISIS-Khorasan HPAs against
pro-government and religious minority
populations in Kabul occurred over the past
year. 8 yResTo-uei e

25 JUL: Kabul consumer goods prices
doubled. Shopkeepers attempted to flee
fearing a Taliban takeover. 2 sxun

As of JUN: Captured border crossings
decreased GIRoA revenue and caused a call
for budget cuts, except defense and law
enforcement. 10 geusmeLTouss REn

As of MAR: Several protests for ending
violence, responsible withdrawal of foreign
forces, support for and against GIRoA, and
lack of services. Protests outside Western
embassies demanding asylum rarely violent,
but affected accessibility. )

HPA - High-Profile Attack

ASSESSMENT

IDPflows into Kabul almost certainly will stress an already over-extended GIRoA, potentially overwhelming its ability

to provide security and basic services for the city. Deteriorating security within Kabul City likely portends increased Taliban or violent extremist
organizations attacks that would further destabilize and erode public confidence in GIROA. (s4RELFo-Lsa-rEy
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