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!RELEA SE IN FULL 

SUMMARY: State Comptro ller Shapira announced yesterday formally that he would be publ ishing his report 
about the administrat ion of the Prime Minister's Residence on February 17; Att orney General Weinstein is 
expected to begin to look into possibly criminal behavior by Sara Netanyahu in those affairs • Haaretz E.21! 
conducted by Dialog finds that Prime Minister Netanya hu is w iden ing his lead over his main rival, Isaac Herzog at 
the expense of Bayit Yehudi. The Likud is currently up to 25 seats, Zionist Camp at 23, whi le Bayit Yehudi 
dropped to 14. • VlS representatives lodged a complaint wit h the police yeste rday accusing the Likud of 
incitement. Yoaz Hendel writes in Yediot: "If indeed, as alleged, a state gave money t o a non-profit organizat ion 
and in the end was used for a campaign against the government - t his is a serious problem that we should not 
ignore." End summary 

Front page headlines 

• Yediot: Saluting t he Heroes [of Operation Protective Edge] 

• Israel Hayom: With a Salute 

• Haaretz: State Comptroller's Report on Prime Minister's Residence within Two Weeks 

• Maariv : Hospitals Buckling Under the Weight 

Click t o jump: Prime Minister's Residence I Israeli Public Diplomacy I #lsraElex I Iran I Rivlin in Hebron I Jordan 
- Israel I Schabas I Operation Protect ive Edge I ICC, Sett lements I Haredim I Block Quotes 
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Calcalist (2/3) by Yonatan Wachsmann; Trainer to Herzog: "And when your rival is on the floor ... what do you 
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d ?" Herzog: " Mumble? ... " 

H aretz (2/2) by Amos Biderman; Attorney General and State Comptroller as PM Netanyahu's secret service 
b dyguards 

P ime Minister's Residen ce 
S ate Com tro ller Attorne Genera l 

edia report that State Comptro ller Yosef Shapira announced yesterday formally that he wou ld be publishing 
hi report about the administrat ion of the Prime Minister's Residence on February 17, precisely one month 
b fore the elect ions. Meanwh ile, Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein is expected to begin to look into possibly 
c minal behavior by Sara Netanyahu in those affairs. 

A cord ing to Yediot, t he report will be comprised of two sections. The first will deal with the routine expenses of 
t e Prime Minister's Residence. The second section of the report wi ll address the expenses of the Netanyahu 
fa ily itself in recent years, and is expected to be very critical. 

N tan ahu Res onse 

Is ael Radio reports that Prime Minister Netanyahu said that he would respond to the report on the expenses in 
hi residence once it came out and then it would be shown that everything was aboveboard. 
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Yediot (2/3) by Guy Morad; Netanyahu throwing a bott le with the message: "Help!" in refere nce to the 
'Bott legate affair'. The affair refer s to allegat ions that Sara Netanyahu and possibly others under her direct ion 
improperly returned used drink bottles for their depos its and kept the cash, though the drinks were bought with 
state funds. 

Israeli Public Diplom acy 

Haaretz reports on today 's front page that the Prime Minister 's Office uses employees from the National Public 
Diplomacy Division's information and communicat ions techno logy department to mon itor the Israeli media for 
items about Prime Min ister Benjamin Netanyahu 's wife, Sara, and their children. 

#lsraElex 
Poll 

Haaretz reports that accord ing to a Dialog poll Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is widening his lead over his 
main riva l, Isaac Herzog (on the expense of Bayit Yehudi); the three ultra-Orthodox parties stabilizing at about 18 
seats, similar t o what th ey had in the previous Knesset; and the centr ist parties have collect ively lost four seats. 
Accord ing to the analysis, Netanyahu would undoubtedly be Israel's next prime minister. 
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H aretz (2/2) 
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A cording to the poll analysis and inter views with t he media, Prof. Cam ii Fuchs said that the rise of PM 
N tanyahu 's party is at t he expense of Bayit Yehudi, wh ich is losing two seats to Likud (whic h would see it with a 
p jected 14 seats). 

P II conducted Monday, February 2 among 514 responden ts . The margin of erro r is 4.2 percent. 

Party February 2 January 7 

Likud (Netanyahu) 25 22 

Zionist Camp (Herzog - Livni) 23 23 
Bayit Yehudi (Bennett) 14 16 

Joint list (Hadash, Raam-Taal, Salad) 12 10 

Yesh Atid (Lapid) 9 12 

Kulanu (Kahlon) 8 9 
United Torah Judaism 8 7 

Yisrael Beiteinu (Lieberman) 6 6 
Shas (Der i) 6 5 

Meretz (Gal-On) 5 6 
Yachad (Yishai) 4 4 

P OS ect ive Government 

A cording to Haaretz, t he picture painted by the poll is that there wou ld be a right ist/religious government led 
b Netanyahu , together with Bayit Yehudi, the ultra-Orthodox parties, Moshe Kah Ion's Kulanu party (a projected 

eats), and presumably also Avigdor Lieberma n's Yisrael Beite inu, which is lic1ble to have only half as many 
s ts as it did in the last Knesset (the new poll gives it 6 seats). 

A other alternative is the for mation of a broad government with Herzog's Zionist camp as Likud's main partner 
b t witho ut the fringe parties, and of course without a rotation of t he prime minister's job. 
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Netanyahu Speech 

According to the Dialog poll for Haaretz, a plurality of respondents didn't think Netanyahu should address 
Congress on Iran (46 percent to 40 percent). Most think Netanyahu's speech will do nothing to keep Iran from 
going nuclear (56 percent think it wi ll make no difference; 11 percent th ink it wi ll hurt; and 19 percent think it 
will help). Most also don't buy "Likud's w hining about how overseas organization s are mobilizing to help Zionist 
Camp topple Netanyahu." {34 percent to 45 percent) . 

V15 

Media report that V15 representatives lodged a comp laint wi th the police yesterday accusing the Likud director 
of its campaign staff, Nir Hefetz, of incitement. V15 lodged its compla int in a wake of a clip showing a picture of 
a terro rist armed with the V15 sign. The left wing V15 organizat ion wants to replace the government in Israel. 

Walla (2/2) 

According to Yediot, the Likud was unmoved by the complaint and called again last night on the law 
enforcement agencies to investigate "the criminal activity of the V15 project and the extreme left wing 
organizations that fund it in violation of t he Party Funding Law. This is a blatant attempt to steal t he government 
with money and saying anything else is only distraction." 
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C lcalist (2/2) by Yonatan Wachsmann; Netanyahu accompanied Akonis and Regev: "Look! Foreign Amer ican 
funding!" 

T e New Is rae l Fund 

Y diot reports that Attorney David Shimron, the Netanyahu family lawyer, apolog ized to the New Israel Fund 
a er the latter t hreatened to sue him for slander. "If I misspoke, I apo logize," Shimron said after accusing the 
N w Israel Fund of bei ng involved in the VlS campaign against Netanyahu. 

O eVo ice Abbas 

Is ael Hayom reports that one of the more senior advisers to the OneVoice Internat iona l organ izat ion - the 
o anization whose Israel branc h announced cooperat ion w ith VlS, which was formed in advance of the 
el ctions in order to "replace the government" - is Mahmo ud Abbas's son, Vasser Mahmoud Abbas. 

A cording to the report, the internat iona l movement's website cites Vasser Mahmoud Abbas as a member of 
0 eVoice's Trustee Advisory Council. 

A pokesperson for OneVoice said in response, "Abbas's son is a member of the advisory council in the 
P lest inian Authority, which is working to achieve a political arrangement and two states for two peoples. Just 
a Mickey Ratzon who ran in t he Likud prim ary served on the advisory committee in Israel and David Azulai, 
A raham Michael i, Yitzhak Vaknin and Yitzhak Cohen from Shas serve on the movement's Knesset caucus, in 
a dit ion to MK Elazar Stern, MK Rabbi Dov Lipman and many others. 

T e Jerusalem Post reports that OneVoice head Daniel Lubetzky said Monday that Prime Minister Benjamin 
N tanya hu has disp layed chutzpah by targeti ng One Voice, the pro -peace organization the Likud accuses of 
u ing il legal means to try to topp le him. 

A cording to the JPost report , Lubetzky noted t hat the prime minister had been helped by Israel Hayom, a 
n wspaper owned by American bill ionair e Sheldon Adelson. 

V ncent Ha r r is 

A my Radio reported yeste rday that the Likud employed Vincent Harris, who worked for Republican senators 
tch McConnell and Ted Cruz. The report said the Likud complai ned about President Barack Obama 's forme r 

fi Id director, Jeremy Bird, advising groups work ing to unseat Netanyah u, even though they were using the same 
ta tic. 

H rris told The Jerusalem Post that he started wo rking for the Likud more than six weeks ago, just like 
R publ ican strategist John Mclauglin and just like other Ame rican strategists had worked for Netanyahu in other 
el ctions going back to 1996. He denied any connection between the senators and his employment with the 
Li ud. 

Conference 

H aretz and Israel Hayom report that Likud Knesset members and Economy Minister Naftali Bennett canceled 
th ir partic ipation Monday in next month 's Israel Democracy Confe rence, sponsored by Haaretz, because the 
N w Israel Fund is fi nancing part of it. 

I r n 

ID Radio reports that European off icials have expressed concern in recent days to their Israeli counte rparts that 
th U.S. is willing to make concessions towards Iran in the nuclear tal ks, in return for it (Iran) providing stabi lity 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria. Among those concessions that are being considered is allow ing Iran t o keep more 
c ntr ifuges . It was claimed that this was a topic of discussion in the meeting between Kerry and Zarif. 
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Rivlin in Hebron 

Media report that President Reuven Rivlin on Monday made his first offic ial visit to the sett lement of Kiryat Arba 
and the Jewish enclave in Hebron. He then visited the Tomb of the Patriarchs and attended a ceremony that 
opened a new visitors' center in the city's Beit Hadassah. 

Jordan - Israel 

Media reports that Jordan return ing ambassador to Israel after three month absence, citi ng a senior Israeli 
offic ial. 

Sc ha bas 

Media reports that head of UN inqu iry into 2014 Gaza operation says he will resign amid Israeli allegatio ns of 
bias. 

Army Radio report s that Bayit Yehudi Chairman Nafta li Bennett said th is morning that the resignatio n of Prof. 
William Schabas will not change the nature of the report, wh ich will be anti -Israeli. 

Operation Protective Edge 

Media report in today's front pages that some five months after the end of Operation Protective Edge, IDF Chief 
of Staff Benny Gantz granted decorat ions, citat ions and awards on Monday at the Palmachim Airbase to over 50 
officers, NCOs, and soldiers (active duty and reserves) - including four women -w ho fought in the Gaza war. 

ICC, Settlements 

Israel Hayom reports that the Palestinians intend to file a complaint in the next several months to the 
International Criminal Court at The Hague about the sett lements and the construction in them. That decision 
was announced by Palestinian Foreign Min ister Riyad al-Malk i in an int erview to the Voice of Palestine radio 
stat ion. 

Haredim 

Media report t hat thousands of Haredim went out yesterday morning to demonstrate wit hout a police permit 
against th e arrest of four young Haredi men who fai led to report to the IDF centra l induction base fo r their 
prelimina ry interview. The demonst rations turned violent, and the police arrested 45 demonstra tors for 
disrupting the peace. The foca l point s of the demonstrat ions were Jerusalem, Bnei Brak and Ashdod. 

Block Quotes 
WHERE IS THE MONEY FROM? 

Nationa list columnist and former senior staff member of Prime Min ist er Netanyahu's bureau Yoaz Hendel ~te 
[Hebrew] in the mass-circulati on, pluralist Yediot Aharonot (2/3): "Since all are equal before political money, the 
story of the non-profit organizat ions reported by the Likud is interest ing from anot her aspect - the involvement 
of foreign governments and the ir contribution to what happens in Israel and in the internationa l arena. If 
indeed, as alleged, a stat e gave money to a non-profit organization and in t he end was used for a campaign 
against the government- this is a serious prob lem that we should not ignore. [ ... ] Israel is th e only democratic 
country in the wor ld where there are organizat ions t hat enjoy the monetary support of foreign embassies and 
governments. This is direct involvement coming to mi llions of dollars a year. Some of the organizat ions deal in 
human rights, some in politics. All are crit ical of Israeli policy. [ ... ]The reasonable becomes unreasonable when it 
comes to governments t rying to infl uence what happens here ." 

CONTAINMENT OR WA R 

Former Mossad Directo r Ephraim Halevy wrote in the mass-circulat ion, pluralist Yediot Aharonot (2/3): " Israel 
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ust also factor in Russia' s position about a war of that kind [A military conflagratio n between Israel and Iran on 
S rian soil] [ ... ] Serious American security and poli t ical support will be more important than ever for t he Israeli 
g vernment. Perhaps t hose considerations are w hat promoted Israel to opt t o "conta in" the most recent 
e uption of violence, a result t hat Nasrallah wanted as well. The problem is that "containment " is never anyt hing 

ore than a temporary remedy." 

IS UNDEMOCRA TIC TO RESTRICT POLITICAL NPOS 

P lit ical commenta t or Shalom Yerushalmi wrote [Hebrew] in the online service NRG (2/3): "Every movement has 
a agenda. Sometimes it is against the government and someti mes it supports it . It depends on the 
ci cumstances. Should th is activity be stopped at th is t ime because maybe t he int ent is to replace t he 
g vernmen t? How are organizations' actions and intent ions measured? Is an organization that has been arou nd 
f r years, including election years, differen t from an organizat ion that is established ahead of the elect ions? 
T ere is no end to th is, and such act ivity cannot be restricted by means of any reasonable law." 

T E DIRTY BATTLE OVER AGENDA IN ISRAEL'S ELECTIONS 

D . ldo Baum wrote in t he independent, left -leaning Ha'aretz: " No law forbids NGOs such as grassroots V15 from 
a cept ing foreign fundi ng, nor does any law bar them from engaging in political activity ." 

T E DIRTY BATTLE OVER AGENDA IN ISRAEL' S ELECTIONS 

P litic al parties columnist Yossi Vert er yvrot~ in the independe nt, left -leaning Ha'aret z (2/3) : " It 's hard to 
u derstand how Likud MKs can call a press conference and wit h a straight face accuse 'fore ign elements' of 
fu ding groups to bring dow n their party . Afte r all, out side the hall, pensioners in Israel Hayom's red overal ls 
w re handing out that pro-Bibi free newspaper generously funded by a foreign casino mogul." 
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