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and numerous state and federal courts in cases involving a variety of issues, including 
those dealing with abortion and constitutional law.2  
 
 On March 30, 2022, the bodies of five babies of late-term gestation, who died 
via late-term abortion, were retrieved by the Washington D.C. Metropolitan Police 
Department and collected by your office. On April 5, 2022, in response to hearing 
reports about the deaths of these babies, Members of Congress sent letters to 
Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, Chief of the D.C. Metropolitan Police 
Department Robert Contee and U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland,3 requesting 
an investigation into their deaths, including autopsies, which were to be conducted 
by your office. One of the questions that was posed by the Members of Congress to 
Mayor Bowser and Chief Contee, was whether they would “commit to properly and 
respectfully burying each child.”4  
 

Mayor Bowser responded on April 8, 2022, but included no statement with 
regard to the disposal or care for these babies.5 Just yesterday, a report was released 
that your office intends to dispose of these babies’ bodies by the end of the week, as 
the “DOJ has advised [you] that there is no reason to keep those babies anymore.”6 
 

As no next of kin has come forward to claims these babies, despite the publicity 
surrounding their deaths, our clients, Rev. and Mrs. Mahoney, under the D.C. Code, 
should be given “the right to control the disposition of the remains of a deceased 
person, the location and conditions of interment, and arrangements for funeral goods 
and services,” as volunteers per D.C. Code § 3-413(a)(5). Both Rev. and Mrs. Mahoney 
are competent adults, and Rev. Mahoney is a Presbyterian minister and the Director 
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