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These staff members made no attempt to inform the parents of the students to obtain their consent, 

in direct violation of Virginia law.3 We are encouraged by your direction of the Virginia State Police 

Bureau of Criminal Investigation to undertake a full probe into the Fairfax County School District.4 

However, given the seriousness of these allegations, we believe further action is warranted. 

 

Earlier this year, school districts in Virginia and other states came under Department of Education 

scrutiny for violations of parental rights,5 leading to a directive requiring compliance with FERPA 

and PPRA.6 That directive was issued after “reports that state educational agencies and school 

divisions are hiding critical information from parents, such as . . . their mental and physical 

wellbeing.”7 This new incident in Fairfax County reflects the same disregard for parental rights, the 

well-being of students, and Virginia law.  

 

Fairfax County’s own policy illustrates the problem. It states that “every effort shall be made to 

encourage and support students suspecting pregnancy to discuss their concerns with their parents 

or guardians.”8 Yet despite Virginia’s requirement that parental consent be obtained before a minor 

undergoes an abortion, the policy does not actually mandate parental notification. In practice, 

“every effort” creates no enforceable obligation, leaving staff free to undermine both parents and 

the law.  

 

This raises serious questions not only about Fairfax County, but about school systems across 

Virginia. Are other school staff members aiding minors in circumventing parental involvement and 

state law? What additional policies allow staff to evade their legal duties to parents? Given the 

record of disregard already documented by the Department of Education, there is good reason to 

believe these problems are not isolated, but systemic.  

 

Equally troubling, as of the time of writing this letter, there has been no reported investigation into 

the role of Falls Church Healthcare Center (FCHC), the abortion facility involved. If FCHC had 

followed the law and ensured parental consent, this controversy would not exist. Short of 

misrepresentation by school staff, there is no lawful explanation for how abortions could have been 

performed on minors without parental consent or judicial override. An investigation is needed to 

determine whether misrepresentation occurred and, if not, to hold FCHC accountable for violating 

the consent requirements of Va. Code Ann. § 16.1-241(W). 
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The ACLJ had long documented the abortion industry’s repeated disregard for law and ethics—

from the sale of aborted babies’ body parts,9 to the murder factories of Kermit Gosnell,10 to the now 

common practice of shipping abortion pills into states that have banned them; the abortion industry 

is riddled with practices both illegal and harmful to the women and girls these facilities claim to 

care about. This issue in Fairfax County is yet another manifestation of such practices. 

 

For the above reasons, we respectfully request that you 1) direct the appropriate agencies to initiate 

an investigation into Virginia school systems to ensure that parental rights are not being violated, 

and 2) likewise direct an investigation into the involvement and legal compliance of FCHC in this 

matter.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this pressing issue. The ACLJ stands ready to assist in whatever 

way possible. 

 

Respectfully,

 

     
Jordan Sekulow     Olivia F. Summers       

Executive Director      Senior Litigation Counsel 

American Center for Law & Justice   American Center for Law & Justice  
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