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  Urging Immediate Action To Stop The Relentless Persecution 
Of Christians In Nigeria 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

Since 2009, Christians in Nigeria have faced extreme persecution, particularly in the northern 

and Middle Belt regions, where Christians are relentlessly attacked, abducted, killed, 

displaced, and have had their property and homes destroyed. Unfortunately, the Nigerian 

government has either been complicit in these acts or is unwilling or unable to prevent 

attacks, protect vulnerable communities, and provide security to those who are subjected to 

these horrific occurrences every day. 

 

2.  BACKGROUND 

 

In our previous submission, we noted that, between January and April of this year, 1,402 

Christians have been killed in Nigeria.(1) Attacks perpetrated by Islamic militant groups like 

the Fulani, herdsmen, Boko Haram, and the Islamic State of West Africa Province (ISWAP) 

against Christians are occurring daily. Since our last report for the 62nd session of the Human 

Rights Council (HRC), the number of Christians who have been killed has increased. In just 

the first six months of this year, more than 2,550 Christians have been killed, 2,800 have 

been abducted, 800 Christians have been forced to convert to Islam, and more than 300 

churches have been destroyed.(2) This means that since the 62nd session of the HRC, more 

than 1,100 Christians have been killed in Nigeria. 

 

In June 2026, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief, 

Nazila Ghanea, conducted a country visit to Nigeria. Unfortunately, the resulting preliminary 

observations report completely dances around the targeted persecution of Christians taking 

place in Nigeria. Rather, it seems to advance the government’s preferred narrative, rather 

than providing a truthful assessment of the documented reality. For years, on-the-ground 

reporting, survivor testimonies, and independent monitors have documented patterns of 

targeted violence, discriminatory policing, and systematic failures of protection when it 

comes to Christian communities. The attacks have led to victims describing the persecution 

they face as genocide.(3) Testimonies from survivors have described captivity as being 

separated into tiers depending on whether an individual is Muslim or Christian.(4) Christians 

face greater physical and sexual abuse, have a higher likelihood of being killed, and are held 

captive for longer than Muslims.(5) In fact, Christians are four times more likely to be killed 

than Muslims and militants have killed twice as many Christians as they have Muslims.(6) It 

is undeniable that religion plays a pivotal role in the panning and carrying out of attacks. 

 

These patterns cannot simply be dismissed as generalized “insecurity” nor can they be denied 

by saying that no state directive to destroy one religious community was seen. Numerous 

current and previous government officials are Fulani, which has contributed to these attacks 

being carried out with impunity. Below we have listed names of just a few officials with 

Fulani ties: 

 

Major General Mohammadu Buhari, military head of state (1984-85), President of Nigeria 

(2015-23)(7) 

 

Brigadier General Sa’adu Abubakar, Sultan of Sokoto (2006-present(8) 

 

Umaru Musa Yar’Adua, President of Nigeria (2007-10)(9) 

 

Atiku Abubaka, Vice President of Nigeria (1999-2007)(10) 

 

Trying to downplay or obscure the vulnerability of Christians in Nigeria does not advance 

the mandate of protecting religious freedom; it contradicts it. 

 

3.  VIOLATIONS 
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Below, we have highlighted just a few of the numerous atrocities that have been carried out 

against Christians in Nigeria in the past two months. 

 

An intelligence communication from July 27, 2026, to a Brigade Commander shared 

intelligence that Boko Haram were planning to abduct Christian pastors and locals.(11) 

 

On July 26, 2026, thirty Christians, including eleven children, were killed by Fulani militants 

in Nigeria’s Middle Belt. One former councilor in the region accused the Nigerian Army of 

refusing to help protect the Christians.(12) 

 

On July 18, 2026, the wife of a Christian pastor and their three children were abducted while 

traveling in Northeast Nigeria.(13) 

 

On July 12, 2026, armed militants attacked the Nobi community in Benue state. The militants 

shot at the civilians and set property on fire. At least eight people were killed and five were 

injured in the attack.(14) 

 

On July 11, 2026, at around 11:30 p.m., Fulani militants attacked two communities in Ryom 

County, Plateau state. Nine Christians, including an infant, were killed in the attack.(15) 

 

Between July 5 and July 6, 2026, Fulani militants attacked a Christian community and set 

houses and churches on fire. More than 350 Christians were killed in the attack.(16) 

 

In July 2026, Fulani militants killed members of a Christian pastor’s family during an attack 

on Kum village in Plateau state. The militants also threatened to kill the pastor in a letter.(17) 

The pastor has been vocal about the persecution of Christian in Nigeria.(18) 

 

In July 2026, eighteen Christians were killed during two related attacks that were carried out 

over thirty-six-hours. During the first attack, two Christians were killed while working on 

their farm in the village. During the second attack, militants killed sixteen Christians and 

injured twenty while they were preparing to attend a church service.(19) 

 

On June 24, 2026, a Christian church worker and community leader was killed when he was 

ambushed by Fulani militants.(20) 

 

On June 21, 2026, armed militants entered a Christian community and began shooting 

civilians. Twenty-two people were killed in the attack.(21) 

 

On June 16, 2026, armed militants attacked a predominantly Christian village in Kaduna state 

and killed nine people and injured eleven.(22) 

 

On June 14, 2026, a Christian pastor, his two daughters, and five others were kidnapped as 

they were returning home from a Scripture Union Campus Fellowship conference in Imo 

state.(23) 

 

In June 2026, Fulani militants attacked a Christian farming community in Plateau state and 

killed eight Christians and injured fifteen others.(24) 

 

4.  REQUEST 

 

The attacks highlighted above show that Islamic militants are a threat to Christians living in 

Nigeria. The continuous nature of these attacks and the government’s inability or 

unwillingness to protect its citizens and guarantee the right to religious freedom is not only 

highly concerning but unacceptable. Nigeria must take immediate action to provide effective 

protection for Christian communities. The scale and frequency of these attacks demand more 

than a brush off to land disputes or generic terrorist attacks affecting all religions. Every day 

in which meaningful action is not taken results in more deaths of innocent Christians. 
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We therefore urge this Council to establish a dedicated independent mechanism to monitor 

vulnerable areas within Nigeria that have been subjected to repeated attacks. It is important 

that this mechanism document the location, frequency, and victims, and provide evidence 

documenting the religious motivation behind these attacks. It is also important that these 

reports assess Nigeria’s efforts to prevent attacks, protect vulnerable communities, 

investigate attacks, hold perpetrators accountable, and evaluate Nigeria’s compliance with its 

obligations under Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR). 
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