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REQUESTING THAT THE U.N. RECOGNISE THE
ATROCITIES COMMITTED AGAINST CHRISTIANS IN
NIGERIA AND TAKE ACTION TO END THE VIOLENCE

1. INTRODUCTION

Nigeria’s devastating humanitarian crisis is escalating and has already resulted in the deaths
and kidnappings of thousands of Christians who are continually the targets of religiously
motivated violence. In fact, in its 2022 World Watch List, Open Doors listed Nigeria as the
7th worst place for Christians to live(l). According to the former chair of the Nigeria
Human Rights Commission, as a result of the violence “entire communities are being
liquidated, displaced (and) destroyed”(2).

2. BACKGROUND

The violence facing Christians in Nigeria primarily stems from Islamic extremist groups
such as Boko Haram and the Fulani herdsmen. These groups have become notorious for
attacking Christians, burning down homes, and even kidnapping children from their
schools. In the past 12 years these groups have been responsible for the deaths of
approximately 43,000 Christians and the attacks on 17,500 churches(3).

The frequency in which reports come out about another village being destroyed, Christians
being killed, or children being abducted is alarming and beyond cause for concern. It is
clear that Nigeria is failing its people by not taking immediate and meaningful action to
stop the violence. In fact, since our last report to the Council in August of 2021, the U.N.
Refugee Agency (UNRA) has estimated that an additional 200,000 people have become
displaced in north-eastern Nigeria as a result of the violence(4). The people of Nigeria are
frustrated and believe that their cries for help are being ignored by the government. A
statement released by the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of Nigeria further underscores this
sentiment:

The very survival of the nation is at stake. The nation is falling apart. Serious insecurity,
clearly evident in widespread loss of lives and property, for long unaddressed, has left the
sad and dangerous impression that those who have assumed the duty and authority to secure
the nation are either unable - or worse still, unwilling - to take up the responsibilities of
their office. Time is running out and the situation needs to improve(5).

3. VIOLATIONS

On 22 January 2022, Fulani herdsmen attacked Dong village in Plateau State killing four
Christians and wounding two others(6). This is not the first time the village has been
attacked by Fulani herdsmen(7). According to a resident of the village, “Dong, our
community, has constantly been attacked by armed Muslim Fulani terrorists in the recent
past. We need your prayers”(8).

On 20 January 2022, Boko Haram abducted 17 girls from the Chibok area of Borno
State(9). According to an eyewitness, “The militants targeted a church and Christians when
they stormed Pemi on Thursday . . . They were shooting sporadically after they rounded the
community. Some could not have access to escape, so they abducted 17 girls”(10). In
addition to the abductions, Boko Haram burned down two churches and two homes(11).

On 11 January 2022, a group of Fulani herdsmen carried out an attack in Ancha village
killing 18 Christians(12). In addition to those killed, the Fulani herdsmen also proceeded to
burn down more than 100 homes and six people were sent to the hospital to receive medical
treatment(13).
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In November 2021, Fulani herdsmen attacked a village in Plateau State killing 10
Christians including three children younger than ten and burning down 100 homes(14). The
attack left 700 people in the village displaced(15).

On 31 October 2021, Fulani herdsman carried out an attack during a Baptist church service
in southern Kaduna State killing two Christians and abducting an unspecified number of
others(16). The chairman for the Kaduna State Chapter of the Christian Association of
Nigeria (CAN) voiced his frustration at the governments apparent unwillingness to stop the
violence, “Christians are being killed without respite, and the government exhibits
carelessness in tackling these monsters”(17).

In September 2021, suspected Fulani herdsmen carried out an attack in Kaduna State killing
at least 30 people(18). According to a Catholic Priest who works in the area, “The
Herdsmen came in in large numbers and began shooting at anything on sight. As at this
morning we have counted 30 dead bodies mostly women and children, 3 still missing while
5 are receiving treatment in the hospital”(19). The attack lasted approximately two hours
and also resulted in at least 20 houses being destroyed(20).

In our last report, we told this Council of an attack in July 2021 that resulted in more than
120 students being kidnapped from a Baptist boarding school in the northern state of
Kaduna(21). According to reports, the assailants attacked Bethel Baptist High in the middle
of the night, began firing their weapons indiscriminately, and abducted the students(22).
Since the raid approximately 90 of the students have been released. However, at the time of
this report, approximately 30 students remain captive(23).

Finally, we would also like to once again remind the Council of imprisoned teenager Leah
Sharibu. Leah, who was only 14 when kidnapped, has been held captive by Boko Haram
for more than three years because of her Christian faith(24). As a captive she has
experienced unspeakable horror including being raped, impregnated, and twice has given
birth to her captor’s children(25). 19 February 2022 will mark four years since Leah was
abducted from her school(26).

4. REQUEST

Nigeria must undertake immediate measures to protect its citizens. Every day, the people of
Nigeria wake up with the fear that their children may be kidnapped, their homes burned
down, or that they themselves may be killed. This is the tragic reality of those living in
Nigeria. Furthermore, Christians should be able to peacefully live out their faith and attend
religious services without the fear that they will be attacked while doing so.

Additionally, Nigeria must do everything in its power to ensure the safe and immediate
release of Leah Sharibu as well as all of those who have been kidnapped by Islamic
extremists. We further urge the international community to do everything in their power to
work with Nigeria to put an end to the violence and provide aid for the thousands of
Nigerians who have become displaced.
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